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Passage 1

The United States is a land of great differences—
differences in climate (you can find every kind of climate
here, though the country lies mostly in the temperate zone);
in landscape (you’ll see high mountains, plateaus, plains,
water-falls etc.); in altitude (that is, differences in the
height above sea level). The continental United States, the
country’s territory on the North American continent,
stretches about 4,500 kilometers from the eastern coast, that
is, the Atlantic Coast, to the Pacific Ocean on the West; and
it extends 2,557 kilometers from the northern boundary to
the southern tip of Texas. The country borders Canada on
the north and goes down south to Mexico and the Gulf of
Mexico. Including the States of Alaska and Hawaii, the
United States covers an area of nine million square
kilometers, or to be more exact, 9,191,843 sq. km., a little
less than the area of the People’s Republic of China, which
is 9,600,000 sq. km..

There are altogether 50 states in the United States, the
largest of which is Alaska. It borders on the northwestern
Canada and is 82 km away from Russia across the Bering
Strait. It was known as Russian America until purchased by
the United States from Russia in 1867. It was linked to the
United States by the Alaska Highway in 1942, and became
the 49th state of the USA in 1959.

Texas is the second in size, which is larger than
France, but is only a little less than half of the area of
Chinese Xin Jiang Uighur Autonomous Region.

Hawaii lies in the tropical zone of the Pacific, 3, 200 km
away from the North American Continent. It is a group of

islands, which became the 50th state of the United States in

temperate a. (%1% ) &
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plateau n. & /&

altitude n. A4
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boundary n. 21 5%
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Bering Strait n. & 4~k
purchase v. ¥ %
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1959. Hawaii, was made very famous by the Japanese
attack, on December 7, 1941, on one of its islands—Pearl
Harbor which is situated near Honolulu, the capital of
Hawaii.

A jet plan can fly over the continental United States
from the east coast to the Pacific Ocean on the west in about
five hours; it will take a little more than two days to travel
by train from Los Angeles on the west to New York City on
the east coast. However, by driving along the highways and
super-highways, which crisscross the country, you’ll get a crisscross v. AL A%

better bird’s-eye view of the mainland of the United States.
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However, by driving along the highways and super-highways, which crisscross
the country, you’ll get a better bird’s-eye view of the mainland of the United
States.

%A by 5| H B9 415 48 & by driving along the highways and super-
highways 1€ 48] 877 KR 1E. Woh, 4 F LA — A “which” 5| 5 19 4 IR & 4 € &
M, 464733 the highways and super-highways
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Passage 2

Britain comprises Great Britain (England, Wales and comprise a. #J; &+
Scotland) and Northern Ireland, and is one of the member IR,
states of the European Union. Its full name is the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Britain constitutes the greater part of the British Isles. constitute v. &, ; 20K,
The largest of the islands is Great Britain. The next largest
comprises Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic.

With an area of some 242, 500 sq. km., Britain is just
less than 1,000 km. from the south coast to the extreme
north of Scotland and just less than 500 km. across in the
widest part.

According to preliminary result of the April 1991 preliminary a. #7 4 49 ; A2
census, Britain’s population is 55.5 million. It ranks 17th 4549
in the world in terms of population. The British population
is expected, on mid-1989 based projections, to be 59.2
million in 2001 and 60 million in 2011.

In the later 18th and 19th centuries Britain became

the first industrialized country, basing its wealth on coal- industrialized a. T 1489
mining, on the manufacture of iron and steel, heavy machinery n. HU,
machinery and textiles, on shipbuilding and on trade. textile n. ZF 4

In the 20th century a second period of industrialization
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changed the broad pattern of development in Britain. In the
1920s and 1930s the northern industrial centers saw their
traditional manufactures weakened owing to fluctuations in
the world trade and competition from other industrializing
countries.

Tourism and the leisure industries have expanded
considerably in recent years. Over half of expenditure by
overseas visitors in Britain takes place in London, and areas
elsewhere, encouraged by government policies to expand
tourism in the regions, are becoming increasingly popular
with overseas tourists.

Of the many tourist attractions in Britain, for instance,
are Madame Tussaud’s waxworks in London, the Tower of
London and Alton Towers, with more than millions of
visitors per year respectively.

Many regions and towns have associations with great
English writes an artists, such as William Shakespeare
(Stratford-upon-Avon), William Wordsworth (lake District),
the Bronte sisters ( York-shire).
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respectively ad. & B 3
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In the 1920s and 1930s the northern industrial centers saw their traditional

manufactures weakened owing to fluctuations in the world trade and competition

from other industrializing countries.
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Passage 3

Canada is situated in the northern half of the North
American Continent. Tt occupies an area of 9,976,139 sq. occupy v. & ;& A
km.. It is a bit larger than China. Thus, in area it is the
second largest country in the world, being exceeded only by exceed v. #it ;A &

Russia. In comparison, Canada is more than forty times the

sizes of Britain.
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The only country that is adjacent to Canada on land is
the United States. It is to the south of Canada. On the other
sides, Canada is surrounded by water. To the east of Canada
is the Atlantic Ocean. To the west is the Pacific Ocean. And
to the north is the Arctic Ocean. The borderline shared by
the U.S. and Canada is as long as 5,524.5 km. It is called
the longest undefended borderline in the world. Citizens of
both countries can cross the border without a visa.

People tend to think that as Canada is a northern
country its winters must be harsh and long. But contrary to
popular belief, on the whole, Canada is a very sunny land
with a distinctive change of seasons. Since Canada is a vast
country, its climate varies greatly from region to region.
When it comes to Canada’s climate, people usually divide
it into six climate regions, the Arctic Region, the Northern
Region, the Prairie Region, the Cordillera Region, the
Pacific Region, and the Southeastern Region.

It is estimated that one eighth of the land is suitable
for agricultural production. However, as Canada is a
sparsely populated country, only eight percent of the land is
presently used for farming. Agriculture plays a very
important role in Canada’s economy. It accounts for more
than a quarter of the country’s economy. Farm exports alone
amount to 20 percent of the country’s foreign exchange.
Other major industries of Canada include forest industry,
fisheries, mining and metallurgical industry, electric power

generating industries and manufacturing industries.

be situated in =T be suitable for
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Thus, in area it is the second largest country in the world, being exceeded
only by Russia.
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Passage 4

Australia is the smallest continent and the largest
island in the world. It is the sixth largest country in the

area after Russia, Canada, China, the United States and

Brazil and also the only nation that occupies an entire Brazil n. &%
continent. It is about 25 times larger than Britain and occupy v. \J:'r#% & A
[reland. Ireland n. & R =

With an area of 7,682,300 sq. km., Aust ralia is
situated in the Southern Hemisphere entirely below the hemisphere n. F¥#k
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equator. Almost 40 percent of the land lies within the
tropics, and a larger part of the country stands within the
driest area of latitude.

Roughly a rectangular shape, Australia has the shallow
Great Australia Bight in the south and the Gulf of
Carpentaria in the northeast. lts coastline is as long as
36,735 km. Numerous islands, mostly small, surround the
continent.

The Australian climate ranges from tropical in the
north to temperate in the south. Summer is from December
to February, autumn from March to May, winter from June
to August and spring from September to November. A
notable feature of the climate is the low rain fall in the most
parts. Over much of the north seasonal droughts occur, and
throughout Australia flooding is fairly common.

Australia is the flattest of the seven continents. The
average clevation in Australia is less than 300 meters, with
the world’s mean of about 700 meters. Only about one-
twentieth of the continent is more than 600 meters above
sea level. The Australian Alps in the southeastern area
contain Australia’s highest area with the highest point at

Mount Kosciusko (2,228 meters).
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It is the sixth largest country in the area after Russia, Canada, China, the

United States and Brazil and also the only nation that occupies an entire continent.
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Passage 5

Australia is a continent with a landscape consisting landscape n. &3 ; K&

mainly of low plateaus, which are sectioned off by rugged
mountain ranges.

The Great Dividing Range is the biggest mountain
range, and starts in central Victoria and ends in Northern
Queens land some several thousand kilometers in length. An
area on the Victoria and New South Wales border receives
more snow than the country of Switzerland. Switzerland n. ¥+

Other prominent mountain ranges include The
Hammersley Ranges, the Flinders Ranges, the Macdonell
Ranges, the Darling Ranges and the King Leopold Ranges.

Northern Australia is located in the tropics and the
landscape consists of rainforest, which leads into large areas
of grasslands, which eventually merge into the central grassland n. 3 JR
deserts. These deserts are the largest in the world outside of

the Sahara. This part of Australia’s is called the Red

Centre because of the unusual red color in the sand.

10
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The Southwest corner of Australia is populated by Karri

Forests, which is rated as some of the tallest trees on earth.

Tasmania to the south is a mountainous island about mountainous a. % L9 ;
the same size as Ireland or Sri Lanka located in the E X&)
temperate climatic zone immediately below the Australian
continent. One quarter of this island is protected wilderness wilderness n. #L/&
and is similar in appearance to nearby New Zealand. New Zealand n. #7170 =
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Australia is a continent with a landscape consisting mainly of low plateaus,
which are sectioned off by rugged mountain ranges.
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Passage 1
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke says the
dollar is strong, but investors quite literally aren’ t buying it. literally ad. ¥4 % 5% % ,
Just hours after Bernanke told an audience in the A VA dm %15 A,

southern state of Georgia that one can count on a strong
dollar because the Fed is committed to making sure we have

price stability in this country, the dollar on Tuesday

plunged to multi-week lows against rival currencies. plunge v. J&k ;4% % &
That’s because saying the Fed is committed to price PN

stability and enacling measures to ensure such an outcome enact v. %) ;i L

are two different things. Investors seem to be fairly certain ensure v. #PR; PRIE

the measures taken thus far by the U.S.. The Fed has
lowered interest rates to virtually zero and appears content to virtually ad. JU-F
keep them that way for a good while to encourage economic
growth. It has also been printing money like crazy to bail out
the banking industry, which is pushing the deficit of U.S..

The fear is that such heavy deficit spending will lead to deficit n. #F
high inflation that depreciates the value of a currency. And depreciate v. 1A
the Fed won’t be able to fight by raising interest rates if it is
still trying to promote growth.

That’s not to say the dollar is about to fall off a cliff.
Preventing a dollar rout will likely be the realization that rout n. ¥ W ;3 %
global economic recovery isn’t coming as soon as many hope.

“We continue to expect more losses in the U.S.
dollar,” says Kathy Lien, director of currency research at
Global Forex Trading. “But with growth still expected to be
below trend and the U.S. economy facing more job losses, a
‘V’- shaped recovery or a strong rebound is a bit too rebound v. R_7

()I)Iimi,\li(‘." optimistic a RILEY
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