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A Note from the Compilers

The 2008 Olympics Games is a chance for China to converse
with the whole world. But what language will we use Could we
teach Chinese people to speak English That would be a fairly diffi-
cult thing to do and even if we could we know that not all for-
eigners visiting China understand English. So we asked why not
approach the problem from the other direction et foreigners speak
Chinese It might appear that we are smply passing the burden of
language learning on to foreigners but that is not our intent. We
believe it would be better to let foreigners learn one language ——
Chinese——than to try to teach Chinese people to speak many dif-
ferent foreign languages.

Foreigners might think that Chinese is difficult because it has
too many characters.

The dictionary Zhonghua Zihai Encyclopedic Dictionary of
Chinese Characters jointly published by Zhonghua Book Company
and China Friendship Publishing Corporation contains 86 000 Chi-
nese characters which have accumulated over the long history of the
Chinese language. If we consider only modern Chinese characters
there are still more than 10 000 according to the Compendium of
Modern Chinese Characters by Su Peicheng published by Peking U-
niversity Press in 2001. This number is like an astronomical figure
even to Chinese people let alone foreigners So we selected a
round 250 Chinese characters to make up the 168 dialogues in this
book to facilitate foreigners study as well as simplify our own lan-
guage. It is our hope that these characters will act as a bridge for
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foreigners so that they can speak with Chinese people in their daily
life.

You might find it difficult to believe that you can live in Bei-
jing or even travel around China after grasping less than 250 Chi-
nese words. Using this book that dream is within your reach. This
clamis not an exaggeration it is based on the study of the Satis
tics of Modern Chinee Character Frequency which shows that the
most frequently used 500 characters cover about 80% of daily lan-
guage. Moreover these statistics are based on written materials
which are more difficult to master than spoken language. For
speaking roughly 200 Chinese characters will surely be enough for
foreigners who have just arrived in Beijing.

This book is divided into seven chapters including eating and
drinking accommodation transportation entertainment  shop-
ping seeing a doctor and asking for help. The relevant dialogues
comprising three to five Chinese characters will be provided as they
might occur in their particular situation in each chapter.

To each dialogue will be attached Smilar Expressions Anto-
nyms Humor Associations Tips plus Pinyin and English annota
tion. Most of the dialogues are illustrated. Under the Association
coumn are some relevant words and Tips which may help guide
your visit.

Believe it foreigners can deal with every occasion and get a
round Beijing with only this book and a map of the city

This book has been compiled by Li Jequn Li Jeming Xiang
Yifen MaJunying trandated by Han Fuyun and illustrated by Hao
Zhiyun.

Our special thanks go to Ms. Han Hui of Snodingua who
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helped us greatly

at

Comments and suggestions are welcome. You may contact us

Chinese Department

Beijing Radio & Television University

A4 Zaojunmiao Street  Haidian District

Beijing 100081

China

Telephone 01062113007 62148320 62113685
Fax 01062148279

E-mail lijg@mail. btvu. org

May 2005
Hawthorn Orchard West Suburb  Beijing
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Introductions of the Authors

1. Li Jiequn was born in 1948 in Chengdu Schuan Prov-
ince. He graduated from the Chinese Language Department of Cap-
ital Normal University in 1982. He is currently a professor in the
Chinese Language Department of Beijing Radio and Television Uni-
versity studying ancient Chinese language communication teach-
ing and research. His main works are Popular Spoken Chinese
Sudies on Funcion Words in Shangjunshu Andent Chinese An
Outline of Non-anguage Communications Practical Words for Pub-
lic Rdations The Origin and Devdapment of Conjunction Word Ze
Evalution of Shen' s Part of Speech Ressarch in Degree Adverb of
Primitive Chinese The Author of Mashiwentong can not be Confus
ed Ressarch on Adverbs usad in Mendus.

2. Liu Jeming was born in 1953 in Chengdu Schuan Prov-
ince. He graduated from the Library Department of Peking Univer-
sity in 1984 and in 1986 he passed the Chinese Language Depart-
ment of Beijing Higher Education Salf-study Exam. He is currently
an editor of Beijing Dance Callege Journal and a part-time instruc-
tor of teaching Chinese as a foreign language in Capital Normal U-
niversity Beijing Ingtitute of Technoogy and the Beijing Univer-
sity of Technology. He is engaged in research on culture and the
arts and teaching Chinese as a foreign language. His main works
include Popular Spoken Chinee The Art of Language in Civilizd
Savice Apprediation Dictionary of Eight Litterateurs in the Tang
and Song Dynagies Stories from Famous Chinese Novds On Visu-
al Ligening and Speaking Courses.
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3. Xiang Yifen was born in 1972 in Jiujiang Jiangxi Prov-
ince. She graduated from the Chinese Language Department of
Nanchang University in 2001 with a Master of Arts degree. She is
currently a lecturer at China Central Radio and TV University en-
gaged in research and teaching in comparative literature and teach-
ing management. Her main works are On Arisng of the Waste Land
by T.S. Elliat Women Literature and Feminism Culture.

4. Ma Junying was born in 1973 in Zhangjiakou Hebei Prov-
ince. He graduated from the Chinese Language Department of Zhe-
jiang Normal University in 2002 with a Master of Arts degree. He
is currently a lecturer at Beijing Radio and TV Univeristy engaged
in research and teaching in ancient Chinese literature history and
culture of Beijing. His main works include Notes on Proofreading
Fishmans Words by Wang Yi  Reading Notes on Ansnvering Schalar
Liu s Artide about Higory Books by Han Yu Reading Notes of
Dongyue Biography in Records of the Higorian 200 Popular Chi-
nese Sentences.
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chi hé Eating and Drinking

o Chifan qu

Time to eat

€75 Dialogue
A
Chifan gu Time to eat
B
/6u Let sgo

=S PEEH S Similar Expressions

/ I am hungry. / My stomach keeps
rumbling.

@ Anfonym

—_ Time to eat | dont’ t want to
eat.

2599 Humor

/ Timetofeed. / | am so hungry |
could eat a horse

:%:-9 Association

/ / Time to cook /
Time to buy some groceries / Where is the mea card



MEINET Tips

“ To enjoy food and sex is in human nature " according
to Mencius. This means that it is natural for people to eat |
food and have sex. Chinese people have historically '
aftached great importance to food and have created a variety
of cuisines.“ Have you eaten yet ” was once a popular
greeting. We hope you eat and drink well tasting the
different cuisines in China.




o Cht kudican ma

Do you prefer fast food

€75 Dialogue

A

Chi kugican ma Do you prefer fast food
B

Bu chi. No [ do nat.

=S UEEE S Similar Expressions

Do you want a sandwich

@ Antonym

e fast food——regular meal

“iEse) Humor
Eat like a wolf.

=% Association

/ / / /
McDonald” s/Kentucky Fried Chicken/beef noodles/jiaoz/
instant noodles



MEIMER Tips

Western fast food includes Pizza Hut Kentucky Fried
Chicken Subway and etc. Japanese fast food includes Mi-
an Ai Mian and Yoshinoya Chinese fast food includes Old
Shanghai Chenghuangmiao Snacks Chengdu Snacks and so
on. You may choose according to your own taste.




o Haixian zénmeyang

What about seafood

€75 Dialogue
A
Hdixian zénmeyang  What about seafood
B
Haixian tai gui. It is too expensive.

=S PEEH S Similar Expressions

/ Seafood is not worth the
price. / It istoo difficult to eat seafood.
@ Antonym
e fresh seafood —— dead fish
55 Humor

/
| always get diarrhea after eating seafood. / Seafood is nat fill-

ing.
=28 Association

/ / / /
deep sea fish/big Iobster /big crab/abalone/scallop



