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How to use this book

This textbook is compiled for adult English speakers to learn Chinese based on
the theory of“Combinative Chinese”. It’s a crash course of Chinese and a volume of
the “Combinative Chinese Series” which is to try to reflect the characteristics of the
Chinese language, in an attempt to make both teaching and learning easy, and enable
learners to acquire the most needed Chinese within the least time.

There are 30 lessons divided into two volumes each with 15 lessons. The textbook
includes 391 Hanzi and 673 zi-groups and 203 additional zi-groups, and these are used
in 108 sentence patterns and 22 texts. All the texts are dialogues focused on topics. By
mastering all of these contents, learners will be able to carry out general communications
in Chinese when they stay and work in China, meanwhile they have a solid foundation
for further and faster learning.

It is planned that it takes 60 class hours (45~50 minutes for a class, about 48
hours in all) to complete this course, 2 class hours each lesson. Learners are required
to use approximately the same time to prepare and review the lesson, if no time for
preview and review, the progress of teaching should be slowed.

The contents to be taught and classroom requirements are as follows:

1. Hanzi strokes (Lesson 1~9). This section lists new strokes of Hanzi in the
lesson. Learners are required to know how to recognize and write them and remember
their names by reading aloud, copying them on the blackboard, etc.

2. Hanzi components (Lesson 11~29). This section lists some commonly used
Hanzi components. Learners are required to recognize them, grasp their structures
and understand their meanings (some Hanzi components are just written symbols that
do not bear any meaning). By reading them aloud, copying them on the blackboard,
etc, the learners should memorize their names, their positions in different Hanzi and
master the ways to write them.

3. Zi and zi-groups. Attached to each lesson is a list of new Hanzi appearing in it
and the new zi-groups composed of the Hanzi in the lessons. Learners are supposed to
read them aloud and learn their pronunciations and meanings by heart. The English
equivalents given to the zi and zi-groups are just to help learners know their

meanings. Learners must be aware that their meanings and usages are not always
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How to use this book

equal to their English counterparts and their meanings and usages can be grasped
exactly only by understanding the sentences and texts.

4. Additional zi-groups. These are not required to be remembered and will be listed
as new ones when they appear in the next lessons. The additional zi-groups are easy
to learn because they are composed of Hanzi that have been learned. It is suggested
that the teacher should use them when giving extra exercises.

Teachers are encouraged to teach learners to read Hanzi without referring to the
pinyin transcriptions, though they are provided in the brackets for teachers’ reference.
In case a Hanzi or zi-group is incorrectly read, i.e. the initial, final or tone is mispronounced,
the teacher just corrects it according to the method of articulation without referring to
the pinyin transcription.

5. Sentence comprehension (Lesson 3 ~14). New sentence patterns in each
lesson are listed and the meanings of zi and zi-groups, structural features of sentences
and differences from the similar English patterns are explained in two ways:
1) transliterating the zi and zi-groups in them one by one; 2) translating the whole
sentence. Students should know how a structure form in Chinese is expressed in English
and how a certain English meaning is expressed in Chinese. This part is mainly for
students to learn by themselves. Teachers do not have to explain them sentence by
sentence in class, but they may advice the learners do some preview and teachers are
ready to answer their questions.

6. Dialogues (from Lesson 3 on). Dialogues are texts on various topics. The
dialogues in each lesson, based on authentic situations, meet the needs for
communications in daily life and work. The sentences in the dialogues are most
commonly used in standard Chinese. The topical dialogues are helpful for learners,
they can use them immediately. We suggest they practise the dialogues by playing
different roles.

7. Substitution drills. The aim of substitution drills is to help learners grasp Chinese
sentence patterns, and at the same time review and consolidate the Hanzi, zi-groups
and sentences they learn in the lessons through exercises. Students should master this
section as correctly and fluently as possible. Teachers can choose some of the drills
for the students under time pressure.

8. Reading aloud and “finger writing” the Hanzi (Lesson 1~14). Reading aloud
means that the students follow the teacher to read aloud Hanzi. “Finger writing” means
the students follow the teacher to write Hanzi with their forefingers. This section is to
help the learners memorize the names of Hanzi strokes, and master the ways to write
them. Those exercises will help to create an easy-going classroom atmosphere in which
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- the students can study in a relaxed manner.

In this book, 28 strokes are introduced among which 6 are basic strokes (those
that the pen moves nearly in one direction in writing), 9 compound strokes (those that
the pen moves with one turn), and 13 complex strokes (those that the pen moves with
two or more turns). (See Appendix: “Table of the Hanzi Strokes”) If you have learned
these 28 strokes, you will have mastered all the Hanzi strokes in 8 notions (horizontal,
vertical, left-falling, right-falling, dot, rising, bending, hook). They are not only the
names of strokes, but also the shapes and the ways of writing them. We believe
through the exercises in the previous fourteen lessons, learners will be able to learn
them all and master their structural characteristics.

9. Pronunciation drills and Hanyu Pinyin teaching (Lessons 1~19). This textbook
is focused on tone in pronunciation teaching and at the same time highlights the
universal phonetic speech difficulties. According to Combinative Chinese, Hanzi are
directly used to teach pronunciation and speaking. Hanzi (and some zi-groups),
followed by the Hanyu Pinyin, are not required to recognize and read before learners
grasp Hanyu Pinyin (namely before Lesson 19). Learners’ Pinyin problems on Zi or
zi-groups mainly exist in the consonants, vowels or tones. Teachers can be well
targeted to correct them according to pronunciation principles. This textbook is also
attached importance to Pinyin teaching, consonants and vowels teachings beginning
from Lesson 6, and syllables from Lesson 11. (The former five lessons are focused on
tone practice) all taught consonants, vowels and syllables in Hanyu Pinyin are included
in the Hanzi that learners have learned, so Hanyu Pinyin is taught through Hanzi’s
pronunciation, instead of Hanzi’ s pronunciation through Hanyu Pinyin. To Lesson 19
the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet is nearly completed. Then the learners can be guided to
learn Hanzi by means of Pinyin. This approach can not only reduce the wrong
pronunciation misled by Pinyin, but also strengthen the perception of Hanzi.

10. Chinese Language ABC. This section includes knowledge of Chinese phonetics,
Hanzi, grammar and communication. It is mainly provided for the learners to preview,
which is required, and review the lessons. Teachers can give certain tips when
teaching Hanzi, zi-groups and sentences. The section “explanation of the meanings of
Hanzi and Hanzi components” is to help students understand and memorize Hanzi.
The teaching contents of this section are chosen from Hanzi in the lesson concerned,
but not a comprehensive and systematic treatise of Hanzi and components. Learners
do not have to understand the formation of each Hanzi and meaning of each Hanzi
components.

In this textbook we try to use as less linguistic terms as possible. Most grammar
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How to use this book

items are dealt with in vocabulary teaching. Specific explanations are just limited to a
few difficult items. The explanations are done as concisely as possible. The mastering
of grammar relies on the instinctive feel for the language. Explanation only plays the
role of an aid in language teaching.

“Ci”(id]) in this textbook means zi-group in which the single syllabic “word”is
not included, and the term “morpheme”is not used. The so-called single syllable
“word” and morphemes in other grammar books are called “zi” in this textbook.

11. According to the theory of “Combinative Chinese”, the main teaching
method in this textbook can be summarized as“combination and formation” with“zi”
as the basic unit. By “combination and formation”, we mean this: zi is formed by the
combination of strokes and zi components, the zi-group is formed by the combination
of zi and the sentence is composed of zi and zi-groups. The combination of zi,
zi-groups and sentences all follow the universal rule of “1+1=1"(two combined
into one). Actually combination means the combination of meanings, i.e. the zi and
zi-groups can be combined only when they are relevant to each other in meaning.
Therefore the semantic structures of zi-groups and sentences should be emphasized in
teaching. The semantic structures include the following types: 1) modification (1 )ik :
hotel; .75 : black tea; 1R 4f: very well); 2) action-recipient (#Z%%: have a meal; &
45: read a book); 3) action-complement (7 Ul:see; VifF4f: speak well); 4)
coordination ({4 body; = ¥X: like); 5) topic-comment( /A& %f-: the body is well;
2435 7% J5 « economy is underdeveloped), etc. The semantic structure of a sentence is
mainly the relation of the topic and the comment. The topic indicates what or who,
the already-known information or what is talked about the comment. The comment is
about what the topic does or how it is, the make-known information and the statement
about the topic. “Who/what-what it does/how it is” is the fixed format of Chinese
basic sentences. The teaching of semantic structure is not based on the explanation of
the theory, but on examples that enable the learners to understand.

12. The textbook is accompanied by an Exercise Book and Teacher’s Guide,
which places emphasis on reading and writing. The main exercise items include the
memorization of strokes Hanzi components, writing of Hanzi, and reading
comprehension. Listening and speaking exercises are usually done in class.

The author
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Lesson One A Person

— . & H Strokes of Hanzi

. — (F) horizontal

| (%) vertical

. ) (i) left-falling
.\ (4%) right-falling
v (i) dot

T . E=FfEiE New zi and zi-groups

1. &y 1
2. = (ér) 2
3. = (san) 3
4, 5% (liu) 6
5.\ (b0d) 8
6. A (rén) person; people
7.4 (ge) a measure-zi
A 1 person
B~ A 3 people
B~ A 6 people
| 8 people
8. (shi) 10
N 11
+= 12
= 13
BE >~ 16
+ I\ 18
= 20
B 30
B 60
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AR 80
e — 21
= i 32
~t+= 62
s = 83
9./ K (da) be big; be large
RA (daren) adult; grown-up
10. X (tai) too; excessively
KK be too big; be too large
AKX (taitai) Mrs.; madame; lady; wife
11. X (tian) the sky; the heavens; day
<~ 1 day
E X 3 days
B X every day
B X as large as the heavens; extremely big

. A% =] Tones practice

Yav.

1. 55— the first tone

— 2\ = *x
2. % PUFE  the fourth tone
= X A~ vy

3. %7 the neutral tone
(ROA (K)K

I, 8iEF1 OiF¥ Read aloud and interpret

1. = 1A
2. S AN
3. =F—AA
4. B KA
5.\K

6. T X



