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1. Global Warming

A

©0
epica )
#MEEIC O
complex /a. M), TRfEI nullify /v, #&H, T
feasible /a. PISE AT K] harsh /a. WFZII1), FEUR K
stabilize /». FaE commitment /n. ZK3H X 5%

At the Kyoto conference on global warming in December
1997, it became abundantly clear how complex it has become to
work out international agreements relating to the environment
because of economic concerns unique to each country. It is no
longer enough to try to forbid certain activities or to reduce emis-
sions of certain substances. The global challenges of the interlink
between the environment and development increasing bring us to
the core of the economic life of states. During the late 1980s we
were able, through international agreements, to make deep cuts in
emissions harmful to the ozone layer. These reductions were made
possible because substitutions had been found for many of the
harmful chemicals and, more important, because the harmful
substances could be replaced without negative effects on employ-
ment and the economies of states.

Although the threat of global warming has been known to
the world for decades and all countries and leaders agree that we
need to deal with the problem, we also know that the effects of

measures, especially harsh measures taken in some countries,
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would be nullified if other countries do not control their emissions.
Whereas the UN team on climate change has found that the emis-
sions of carbon dioxide would have to be cut globally by 60% to
stabilize the content of CO,, in the atmosphere, this path is not
feasible for several reasons. Such deep cuts would cause a break-
down of the world economy. Important and populous (A 1Ak % 11 )
low — or medium — income countries are not yet willing to un-
dertake legal commitments about their energy uses. In addition,
the state of world technology would not yet permit us to make such
a big leap.

We must, however, find a solution to the threat of global
warming early in the 21st century. Such a commitment would
require a degree of shared vision and common responsibilities
new to humanity. Success lies in the force of imaginations, in
imagining what would happen if we fail to act. Although many liv-
ing in cold regions would welcome the global — warming effect of
a warmer summer, few would cheer the arrival of the subsequent

tropical diseases, especially where there had been none.
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1. It became abundantly clear how complex it has become to work
out international agreements relating to the environment because of
economic concerns unique to each country.

PRI MR T HIE — AN IR B P SO T S 2, A
% B A AR BRI PR 26 o

relate to: L+ ee FHK

At the meeting they did not discuss the problem relating to promot-
ing the quality of the products.

TEZx EABATTEAT THE 3™ il JBCERAH S 1 1) L

2. Success lies in the force of imaginations, in imagining what would
happen if we fail to act.

BRI A BRAR W ) REAE T JRATHIAR SR Ty, #£ T ATREAE S
PR IA TR RIBATSh = K AEAT A .

lie in: 7£

The reason that he did not turn up at the meeting lies in that he had
a bad cold.

B REAE & B T2 R Al T B E .
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2. Water Shortage
7K % Y ik

0] OO
WL O
droughts /n. -5 famine /n. Y37
irrigation /n. depressions /n. [VI}
coordinate /. 7} by-products /n. 77 i

Humanity uses a little less than half the water available
worldwide. Yet occurrences of shortages and droughts are causing
famine and distress in some areas, and industrial and agricultural
by-products are polluting water supplies. Since the world’s popu-
lation is expected to double in the next 50 years, many experts
think we are on the edge of a widespread water crisis.

But that doesn’t have to be the outcome. Water shortages do
not have to trouble the world — if we start valuing water more
than we have in the past. Just as we began to appreciate petroleum
more after the 1970s ail crises, today we must start looking at wa-
ter from a fresh economic perspective. We can no longer afford to
consider water a virtually free resource of which we can use as
much as we like in any way we want. Instead, for all uses except
the domestic demand of the poor, governments should price water
to reflect its actual value. This means charging a fee for the water
itself as well as for the supply costs.

Governments should also protect this resource by providing

water in more economically and environmentally sound ways. For
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example, often the cheapest way to provide irrigation water in
the dry tropics is through small-scale projects, such as gathering
rainfall in depressions and pumping it to nearby cropland.

No matter what steps governments take to provide water more
efficiently, they must change their institutional and legal ap-
proaches to water use. Rather than spread control among hun-
dreds or even thousands of local, regional, and national agencies
that watch various aspects of water use, countries should set up

central authorities to coordinate water policy.
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Since the world’s population is expected to double in the next 50
years, many experts think we are on the edge of a widespread water crisis.

RO Bt AN DEA TG S0 SEN B — &, 2 L5
HEATELAL T RIER K fEHLIL .

be expected to: # 1A Ky, Tk}

He was expected to be the top student in his class.

i BN K R PE R A A A

on the edge of: Ab7E-+---- )34 %

He seemed to be poised on the edge of Hollywood success.

g5 S AR RIS 24 T .
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3. Conservation to the Nature

EVSISES

°0
#5370 %
conservation /n. MM8; TRY'; {RAF
forefather /n. fHG
inexhaustible /adj. L2 AR ToF5RM)
forestry /n. FRRZ:; TEMRS BRARE B
formula /n. B A: Gk TR B, AT7
restore /vt YKI2: BH; B

The word conservation has a thrifty(154%) meaning. To con-
serve is to save and protect, to leave what we ourselves enjoy in
such good condition that others may also share the enjoyment. Our
forefathers had no idea that human population would increase
faster than the supplies of raw materials; most of them, even until
very recently, had the foolish idea that the treasures were “ limit-
less” and “ inexhaustible” .

Most of the citizens of earlier generations knew little or
nothing about the complicated and delicate system that runs all
through nature, and which means that , as in a living body, an un-
healthy condition of one part will sooner or later be harmful to all
the others.

Fifty year ago nature study was not part of the school work;
scientific forestry was a new idea; timber was still cheap because
it could be brought in any quantity from distant woodlands; soil
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destruction and river floods were not national problems; nobody
had yet studied long-term climatic cycles in relation to proper
land use; even the word “conservation” had nothing of the
meaning that it has for us today.

For the sake of ourselves and those who will come after us,
we must now set about repairing the mistakes of our forefathers.
Conservation should, therefore, be made a part of everyone’s daily
life. To know about the water table(7K{7) in the ground is just as
important to us as a knowledge of the basic arithmetic formulas.
We need to know why all watersheds (- i 3k 7 Ak i 5 4R 7K X))
need the protection of plant life and why the running current of
streams and rivers must be made to yield their full benefit to the
soil before they finally escape to the sea. We need to be taught the
duty of planting trees as well as of cutting them. We need to know
the importance of big, mature trees, because living space for most
of man’s fellow creatures on this planet is figured not only in
square measure of surface but also in cubic volume above the
earth. In brief, it should be our goal to restore as much of the

original beauty of nature as we can.

PR XA A TR E . FMRERE T AR,
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1. Our forefathers had no idea that human population would increase
faster than the supplies of raw materials.

FRATT R AH ZE R AR BN 1R o B Js B A

have no idea that: AN HIIE -+«

I have no idea that the crime rate is to some degree related to the
weather.

TATELIER SR AA —E R R,

2. For the sake of ourselves and those who will come after us, we

must now set about repairing the mistakes of our forefathers.

AT EATA O INEARIRIRT,  FA T 20 WNBLAETT ba % T

BUEAZENTI AR 1% @
for the sake of: Ky T ===+= \ g
He made the decision for the sake of his family. o

fise oy T A A Ml g R e
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4. Global Food Shortage
EoeS SENTIY TR

(@) OO
WL O
outstrip /. #HIL; Bt deficit /n. 757 T
think-tank /n. 7% [4] gloomy /a. AEMLIT; A ATHIEM
fishery /n. ¥al7); W subsidize /vz. %t Bl

stem fpz, HHIE -+ e W, Beeeedl AR
level off (Z 1Lk 5 T FH

Population growth will outstrip increases in food supplies
over the next 40 years, leading to massive grain deficits in China,
India and Africa, and sending food prices soaring all over the
world, according to a report released by the influential World-
watch Institute last week. The institute, a think-tank based in
Washington DC, says the world is close to its human “carrying
capacity” . After 40 years of phenomenal agricultural growth, food
production is beginning to level off.

“Our thesis is we’re moving into a new period in the world
economy, one in which the relationship between population and
food is changing rather drastically,” says Lester Brown, presi-
dent of the institute coauthor of the report with Hal Kane.

Their view is gloomier than that of recent reports from the
World Bank and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization
which still expect food production to continue increasing, says

Brown. The institute assumes that the global population will



