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The globalization process began from the European
geographical discovery during 15th and 17th century.
The two world wars were the escalation of this process. It
seems that the globalization process has almost become
a reality instantly with the popularity of computer
and network in 21st Century. At the same time, the
globalization, regionalization and personalization of
culture are becoming a paradox, which is attracting
every one’s eyes. The differences and similarities among
arts in different regions are also thought provoking.
Chinese culture has been facing the test of the process of
globalization since the Western Learning Spreading to
the East during late 19th Century and early 20th Century.
Chinese artists are making different choices for the
paradox in the process of globalization. The occurrence
and development of a comparison research between

Chinese and Western paintings just began in this context.

Different from the comparison researches of
Chinese and Western painting during late 19th Century
and early 20th Century, the basic purpose of this book
is to try to make a personal selection in diverse answers
“Whatisart?”

by comparing the differences and similarities between

for two questions: and “what is painting ?”

Shi Tao and Paul Cezanne, two artists lived in different
time and space while both crucial in art histories, of
their contributions for art histories, lives and arts,

three-phase in exploration of arts, core theories, ideas
for traditions, ideas for natures and ideas for egos,

by observing evolutions and eternities of Chinese and
Western paintings and their relation and examining the

reciprocal relation between painting of life and life of

painting.

The main methods and ideas of this book is

comparison research of fine arts, that is to apply the
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cross-cultural research wholly, which is extending to
compare the differences of body and the similarities of
nature of Chinese and Western paintings and Chinese
and Western arts on the base of comparing the differences
of body and the similarities of nature of paintings of Shi
Tao and Paul Cezanne at macro-vision and to apply the
effect research and parallel research partly, which is not
only study the reciprocal effect between Shi Tao and other
artists before him and after him and the reciprocal effect
between Paul Cezanne and other artists before him and
after him but also to study the relation between Shi Tao
and artists in his period and Paul Cezanne and artists in his
period at micro-vision, and to try to obtain a conclusion
cross and multi-clue

through a horizontal, vertical,

comparison to explain the significance of this conclusion.

The basic category in this book include culture,
arts, painting, differences of body and the similarities
of nature, idea for tradition, idea for nature, idea for

ego, evolution and eternity, spirit of life.

The possible original points and achievements of this
book are that although the cases researches about Shi Tao
and Paul Cezanne have been mature basically, and from
Mr. Liu Haisu to Mr. Wu Guanzhong, many scholars
have given some inspirational ideas about the comparison
between Shi Tao and Paul Cezanne, the research, which
is to carry on a comparison across time and space between
the two artists of different period and different nationality,
and to give an abundant talk about “the differences of body
and the similarities of nature” of Chinese and western
paintings, and to answer the question of what is the
differences of body and what is the similarities of nature,
and to ask and think the value of life spirit of art, from

old ideas to new ideas, still has a great blank space.

Key words: Shi Tao; Paul Cezanne; differences of body
and the similarities of nature; eternity and evolution; life
spirit of art .
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