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PREFACE

Without plants there would be no life on earth. They are not only
fundamental to the ecology and biodiversity of our planet but actively
ensure we can breathe the air around us. They are the engine which
supports the bewildering array of life we enjoy and share this planet
with, from animals to birds and insects. It isn’t possible to envisage a
world without plants, such is their primary importance to sustaining life
as we know It.

It would seem then that in designing a new landscape or garden it
would be a simple task to choose plants to please the eye and enhance
the spaces we live in. However, ever since the intrepid plant hunters of
the 18th and 19th Centuries started to expand their explorations across
the globe returning with exciting, vibrant new species, the explosion of
new plants available to the gardener and designer has never abated.
The number of plants which can be sourced currently runs to tens of
thousands, covering every conceivable type of shrub, tree, perennial
and aquatic in most variations of local climate from desert to cool, lush
swamp.

The decision for a designer then is not simply what plant where. The

real challenge of a designer is to not only select which plants to grow
according to soil and climatic conditions, but to intelligently select those
species which somehow reflect a particular feeling, a mood or concept
SO as to change the way we react to their presence. It is as important

to select from this bewildering list those which truly best give a garden

its character and personality. Within this selection process the intimate
knowledge of flowering times, foliage and stem colour all come into play
in a carefully orchestrated series of moments which, if chosen intelligently
have the ability to lift the garden to another level, making it not only
unique but the embodiment of a dream made real.

Plants have the ability to engage us, linking us to the landscape,
fundamentally instilling in us a genus loci or sense of place which may at
times be key to appreciating the vision of the designer or those who live
in that place. It is perfectly within the remit of the designer or gardener
to choose plants either local to a garden’s origin or by contrast to select
those which positively contradict it. This is the true art of planting design,
to hold true to what we expect to see or to question our relationship
with the landscape by using unexpected plants in exciting combinations.

This book aims to explore the ideas of designers and plant lovers from
around the world, focusing on that key ingredient, how the planting
has enhanced the space and made it unique in some way. Artists and
designers’ drawings throughout give a sense of the painstaking hours in
planning how a space will look and feel. Planting design is true artistry
on many different levels and requires a deep horticultural knowledge
mixed with a painter’s eye as the many beautiful colour images will
show.

For those new to planting design this book will provide inspiration and
hopefully urge the readers to experiment with their own gardens and
outdoor spaces, no matter how small. Plants are key to our way of life
and engaging with all five of our senses. The beauty of designing with
plants can touch us in ways few other forms of art can.

Adam S Bailey
Adam S Bailey Garden Design
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different types of plants
runed them. In a few

ly choice and took them
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aintenance a couple times a year.
re a perfect match for today's busy

, I did not know why some people
ortin their gardens. | soon realized how
place to relax and spend time with family
ind from a busy day.

oday’s world, people have little free time, so if the
dening is too complicated it can become another
nd a headache to maintain. Therefore, when |
scaping | try to develop a garden that requires minimal
I input of natural resources, and minimal waste and
impact. A good and practical garden should be beautiful,
d easy to maintain.

e design is the creative arrangement of space to achieve

vy, utility, and beauty between man and nature. It is the practice
ating a plan to make the best use of available outdoor space in the
t attractive way.

e all love beautiful things. This is a book of inspiration - the illustration
of many garden artists whose medium is plants. These picture-perfect
examples of planting design, arranged by theme, include descriptions
and plant names.

Roxanne Kim-Perez
Forget Me Not Landscape Design
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As the garden slopes to the street, the first step was
to construct a low retaining wall to create a level
surface for both the deck and gravel seating areas.
The wall, veneered with cobble cubes also extends
around to contain the gravel.

The designer then built a raised IPE wood deck,
positioned to maximize the ocean view and to
create a lounge seating area for adults. IPE wood
has a beautiful naturally dark color, is resistant to
termite damage and decay, is strong and durable,
and maintenance is minimal.

The wood, gravel and cobble tones are neutral to
allow the plant material to take centre stage in this
garden. The contemporary feel of the wood creates
a contrast against the gravel and cobbles.

The gravel area was designed for the children to
gather around the firepit and roast marshmallows
on cool evenings. The gravel allows for easy clean
up and allows rainwater to percolate down and
remain on site.

The natural concrete pathway is centered on the
front door dividing the two seating areas. The
concrete pads are broken up by 0.1 m wide grass
and elfin thyme, allowing for drainage between
pads.

Next, the designer designed a trellis that would
provide privacy and a windbreak, but feel green
and lush. The designer designed the trellis to
mirror the existing arbor on the front of the house
in shape but the designer used metal rather than
wood. As the Pandorea jasminoides ‘Lady Di’
vines grow, the family will have privacy from

the street as well as glossy green leaves and a
profusion of white blooms — a true green ‘wall’.
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The plants were selected to suit the coastal southern California climate.
The designer chose a subtle color palette of whites, greens, pinks and
purples. The Dipladenia splendens ‘My Fair Lady’ in containers against
the house are suited to the strong afternoon sun, and flower profusely
with white trumpet flowers throughout the year.

The deciduous Clematis ‘Ramona’ vine growing on the house arbor
will provide extra protection from the sun in the summer but will allow
the sun to warm the house throughout the winter whilst adding an
abundance of large lavender blooms from Spring through Autumn.

The delicately weeping branches of the maytens tree also shield the
house from the afternoon sun while the Aeonium urbicum provides a
stunning visual effect with its ground hugging rosettes. These and the
remainder of the plants all enjoy being bathed in sun and can survive
periods of drought.

The outcome is a timeless, elegant garden. With natural sustainable
materials and water-wise plants the designers created an outdoor space
that is full of charm and function.

The rectilinear design of the hardscape is broken up by the gentle
graceful arching branches of the weeping Maytens tree, and the delicate
flowers of the Salvias, Gauras and Heucheras, interspersed with the
rounded shape of the boxwood globes and Pittosporum crassifolium
‘Nana’.

WELCOME TO THE

BEACH HOUSE
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