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PREFACE

When appreciating the pictures in the collection, we seem to be wandering over the
unique and picturesque Yurnan. I think that each one who has deep love for nature, life,
art and Yunnan would praise how beautiful Yunnan is after he (she) looks through the
book.

Yunnan is regarded as a paradise for photographing. Its diversity in scenery, geo—
graphical conditions, biological resources as well as folk culture makes it an inexhaustible
source for the creation of art works, especially for photographing. More and more domestic
and foreign photographers are coming to Yunnan and tresting it as one of their creation
bases, and many prize—awarded pictures actually depict Yunnan.

Along with the social and economic progress each passing day, and with a series of
cultural activities, trade fairs, forums being held in Kunming one after another, the city is
demonstrating an ever new look io the outside world. As the capital city of Yunnan
Province, Kunming is supposed to play a leading role in the ambitious program to build
Yunnan into a more prosperous province featuring folk cultural significance. Founded for
over 20 vears, the Kunming Photographers Association has contributed a great lot to
integrate sources, organize photographers for creation, hold pholo shows, and publish photo
collections and books, bringing its coordination, liaison and service functions into full play.

When and after appreciating the pictures in the collectionn, I thoroughly understand the
irreplaceable values of photographing and the hardships photographers have gone through.
They have walked through every corner of Yunnan, and have presented themselves at every
activity and festivity. It is unbelievable for outsiders that some photographers risk their
health and fortune, and some even die at work for nothing but an excellent picture as they
believe 1o be.

Today we enter a new era of image. Every day when glancing over books and
newspapers, when entering photo exhibition rooms, people can feel the fresh flavors,
penetrability as well as appeal of pictures and photographing. Therefore it could be said
that photographing is the most directly perceived, most popular and most easily communi—
cated art form; photographers are the artists having the closest links with reality, life and
people.

History witnesses that photographers in Kunming always have kept pace with history
and people. They have recorded numerous historical moments and the changes of Kunming.
Due to their unremitting efforts, Yunnan is becoming an increasingly hot place for
photographing.

History witnesses that it is photographers who introduced Yunnan to the outside world
earlier on with their cameras, making the paradise of photographing become an increasingly
hot tourism destination.

Yang chongyong
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INTRODUCTION

In terms of photo taking, mysterious Yunnan deserves its fame as a “paradise for photographing” and
an “ideal place for unique experience”.

Mountains, waters and villages in Yurnnan enjoy the beauty of all forms, grandeur and smaliness, flow
and quiet, rudeness and delicacy, every photographer and tourist can get his favorite here. If you want to
seek grandeur, a couple of snow—covered mountains and deep gorges in Northwestern Yunnan can demoti—
strate you the feature. Moreover, a great number of beauty spots offer g sense of delicacy, such as the Stone
Forest full of stones of diverse shapes, Puzhehei highlighting karst features, and broad expanse of rape in full
bloom in Luoping County. You can also travel to villages hidden in dense woods to enjoy the country
landscapes, and terraced fields of hundreds of thousands acres, taking wonderful views just like works of
abstract painting.

‘In Yunnan, the sky is bluer, clouds are whiter, mountaing are clearer, waters are bluer, fogs are
heavier, and the sunshine is brighter. In terms of photographing, Light i§ the most important of all. It is
always astonishing that the scenes of mountains and waters often change with weather, and scenes are quite
different in fine days from those in cloudy days. It is brightness and darkness, front and counter lighting
that highlight the dreamlike views of Yunnan, You will never be tired of seeing the wonders that clouds
and fogs always make mountains and waters partly hidden and partly visible.

Yunnan is bestewed with amazing scenery, with the views changing with the alternation of the four
seasons. Il enjoys both the Kagebo Peak with an altitude of as high as 6740 meters and the Honghe River
with an elevation of as low as 76 meters; it has both high mountains capped with snow all year round and
dense tropical forests. You can find Yunnan Golden—haired monkeys {thinopithecus bieti) living in the cold
high—altitude jungles and Asian wild elephants in the scorching tropical forests. The complex geographical
conditions offer Yunnan a sharp contrast in scenery, making it an ever—hot destination for photographers and
tourists.,

Yunnan is so attractive that many photographers have to be subdued to its beauty. No artists than
photggraphers are more willing to devote their lives and fortune to photographing. Photographers are the
artists having the closest links with reality, life and people. They have stepped over every corner of Yunnan
and presented themselves at every activity and festivity., A photographer has no way bul penetrate into life
and reality for creation. He can bring all natural wonders and folk cultures into his camera. It is
unbelievable for outsiders that some of them risk their health and fortune, and seme even dig for nothing but
an excellent picture as they believe to be. However, they are experiencing happiness and climaxes of their
lives when taking photos and going through hardships. In Yunnan, local photographers have a word,
“chihuoshi” (literally meaning “teke meal), to express their joy when taking a beautiful photo. Some of
them have taken as many as hundreds of thousands pictures so far. Amazing views are scattered here and
there in Yunnan, and photographing is becoming increasingly popular. Most beauty spots and folk festivities
in Yunnan are first found and introduced to the outside world by photographers. Due to their unremitting
efforts, Yunnan is becoming a hot realm for photo laking fans. The photographers in Kunming are playing
their parts in the ambitious program to build Yunnan into a more prosperous province featuring its folk
cultural significance and tourism.
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