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The Generation and Characteristics of
- Chinese Modern Poetics

Abstract: There are several phenomiena existing in the researches of
literary theory or poetics in China at the present time: (1) More study in
the Chinese ancient literary ideas and westem poeties, less in the Chinese
modermn ones. This tendency suggests , 1o some extent, that modern China
has too few literary theories ar poetics of its own to be siudied. (2) More
general study of literary theory or poetics, less special case study of indi-
vidual ones, and even less in Chinese moderm poetics about which some of
researchers still fell uncertain. And it is much more difficult to make a
thorough research of the literary theories respectively. (3) In the study of
literary theories, including the study of poetic theory, more follow the
patterns of historical descriptions and spot perspectives, less study of the
generation of the modern literary, especially, poetic theories, and almost
no special study of the growth of the modemn poetic theories. This phe-
nomenon is related to some preconceived ideas and ‘the lack of classifica-
tion of the modem poetic theories. (4) There are several patterns in the
present research of the modern poetic theories. The first is the descriptive
pattern of “Flowing - Changing Theory” by Long Quanming. The second
is“Theoretical Structure” mentioned in the part of Modern Poetics in the
series books of Chinese Poetics composed by Lu Yaodong. The third is
“List of Men of Poetics” by Pan Songde. The fourth is the “Monographic
Study” by Lu Jin. The fifth is the “long —~ time ~ patterm” “Modemity Po-
etics” of Wang Yichuan. The sixth is the “Modem Chinese Poetry” by
Wang Guangming. The seventh is the “Modemist Poetry” represented by
Sun Yushi and Lan Lizhi. None, but Wang Yichuan’s, of the above pat-
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terns, is especially used for the study of the generation of modem poetics.
As for Wang Yichan’s study, it is on one hand mostly a study of the
modern literary theory instead of especially poetics; on the other hand; it
has a notable shortcoming, which is that it tries to include all the poetic
matters within Modemity, neglecting the fact that in 1950s to 1970s there
was a tendency of anti — modemity in China. Tt also covers a too long pe-
riod of time from 1920s to 1980s. The most important misleading is that
he denies the individual characteristic of the Chinese modermn poetics in
1920s — 1940s. (5} The concepts involving poetics vary in the estab-
lished poetic studies, such as literary theory, poetics, modem, ete.
therefore they cannot be used until they are clearly defined. Moreover,
they consist of more chronological deseription than systematic study, lack-
ing classification of the concepts, especially the key concepts that formed
during the procedure of poetics’ generation and development. Therefore,
we often face a group of concepts within contradicting paradigms without a
common context. (6) The methodologies of study are often employed in a
unilateral fashion, leading to arbitrary conclusions. In my observation,
the Chinese poetic studies abroad ofien pay great attention to the Chinese
ancient literary ideas, giving most people an impression that Sinology
within the domain of literature means mostly the study of Chinese ancient
literature . leaving little space for the Chinese modem literature,

It is based on the above research that this thesis tries to set up the
study of Chinese modem poetics’ generation, the basic aim of this study
is 1o distinguish Chinese modern poetics from Chinese ancient literary
ideas and western poetics s0 as lo prove that the characteristics of it are
neither imitation of the western poetics nor the hermeneutical expansion of
Chinese ancient literary ideas, neither similar 1o westem poetics nor Chi-
nese ancient literary ideas, This thesis tries to show that the Chinese
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modem poetics has its own Chinese “modem” characteristics, it is “the
third” poetics so to speak. It has its own “Chinese character” that differ-
entiates it form the western, its “modemity” differentiates it from the an-
cient Chinese. It is based upon this premises that this thesis tries to ex-
plore the generation and development of the above ideas, this paper ex-
plores the start and development of the Chinese modem poetics in the fol-
lowing six aspecis: philosophic foundation, essence, basic structure, lan-
guage evolution, poetic form and genemtive mechanism .

In view of relationship between Chinese modern culture and philoso-
phy and the generation of Chinese modem poetics, we believe that the
growth of Chinese modem poetics is decided by Chinese modem culture
and philesophy. It can only be defined , in its basic form, spirit and dis-
position, in this context. Chinese modemn culture and philesophy are dif-
ferent from the westem and Chinese ancient ones. They are also of Chi-
nese modern spirit and disposition, which influence Chinese modem poet-
ics and its characteristics. Our understanding of its basic character is
based on “non — Dao and non — [ogos” . In regard of values, Chinese
modern poetics was influenced, during! the process of its generation, by
the western philosophies and the Chinese traditional ideclogies, therefore,
it developed into two sorts of either clearly distinguished or interacted con-
cepts of poetics, namely, the pragmatic and the aesthetic represented re-
spectively by Liang Qichao and Wang Guowei. From this viewpoint we
can decide that the Chinese modern poetics cherished early in the “May
4th” times is an onginal creation.

As for the concept of essence of Chinese modem poetics, this thesis
tries to explain, firstly, the way of research for the essence of Chinese
modem poetics has changed from “Zheye” to “Yes”, which reflects the
gradual formation of the modem poetics forms terminologies; secondly,
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