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The Guiding Principles of the
Kunming — Chicago Poetry Group

We pledge to

1. Resist the drivel of chopped prose masquerading as poetry;

2. Resist grand narratives and cmply writing in the serviee of ideolo-
gY¥;

T

. Resist the slereotyped, false, empty, grandiose, intentional
obfuscation of acadcmic jargon;

4. Resist moribund clichés and wordiness;

5. Resist avery imposition of a mainstream that would silence those
on ils marging, every literary histery in the service of such silencing.

And we pledge to

[. FEmbrace poetic creativity in every form;

2. Embrace the deconstruction of tradition, the construction of poet-
ry for the world we live in now, the sharpening of deconstruction and
construclion in their practice together;

3. Embrace contemporary principles of art creation and criticism;

4. Embrace the cenviction that criticism is creation in itself, en-
couraging clear, lucid, accurate, and simple scholarly criticism,
scholarly writing thai is * beautiful” ;

3. Embrace writing at the margins of discourse, affirming irreplace-
able personal styles.

Drafted by Li Sen
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