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Chapter 1 When in Rome, Do As
the Romans Do
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The praise from a stranger

One summer, I was traveling with my husband,
Jon. We were on a crowded bus in Texas. Most of
the passengers spoke Spanish. Suddenly, Jon said,
"Natalie, look at those people with the beautiful baby.”
He pointed to a young family. They looked so happy.
I smiled at them. Then, in my best Spanish, I said,
"Quéchulo!” ( "How charming!” ) and praised the baby.

Now the parents did not look happy.
They looked worried. They got up from their
seats and came toward us. When they were
close, the father held out the baby to me.
He asked me to touch the baby.
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The baby's father spoke in Spanish. He
said that praise from a stranger might bring
bad luck. The baby could get sick or even
die. But if T touched the baby, I was not
a stranger anymore. My praise could not
hurt the baby. So the parents wanted me
to touch their baby to protect him from bad
luck. I smiled and took the baby. She held
him for a minute. The parents smiled too.
Now their baby would not have bad luck.

Therefore, don't praise others at will,
especially for children. But if you were very
familiar with them, then this is not a problem.
Instead, maybe you can bring good luck to the
children. The practice of foreigners can be both
strange and interesting, right?
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1. praise [preiz] v.#%%

2. crowded ['kraudid] adj.1B#ke); EBF
3. passenger ['paesind3a ] n.3kRE,; RKE
4. Spanish ['spanif] n.BM FiE;
5. toward [to'wa:d] prep.8; ®
6. stranger ['streidza] n.lAEA
7. protect [prau'tekt] v.fR3P
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7. be familiar with FAE
S Diligence is the master of time, laziness the slave.
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