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An Orphan's Birth

In a certain town in Fngland, there is a vorkhouse®. One day, a boy was born there.
[ dont think T need to repeat his birthday because it is not important at all to the reader.

After the infant was born, he could not breathe for more than three minutes and a
quarter. He struggled between this world and the next®. Finally, he breathed and then
cried as loud as he could.

Hearing the baby’s cry, a woman in a bed raised her pale face and said weakly,
“Let me see the child and die. ”

A poor old woman said, *God bless®you, dear. You will live as long as 1 have
and will have thirteen children of your own. Think of being a mother, there is a dear
young baby, really.

But what she said had no use. The young woman shook her head , steetched®out
her hands towards the child.

The doctor put the baby in her arms. &he kissed it with her cold white lips. &he
then fell back and died.

“It's all over, Mrs. Thingummy!™ said the doctor.

The doctor put on his gloves and hat and began to leave. He stopped by the
bedside on his way to the door, said, “&he was a good —looking girl. Where did she
come from?”

“8he was brought here last night. She was found lying in the street. &he must
have walked long distance®because her shocs were worn to pieces. But 1o one knows
where she was from or where she was going to go.

The doctor raised the girl's left hand and shook his head, “No wedding ring© , 1
sce. Ahl Good night. ”

fle left for his dinner, and the nurse went to dress the baby.

i She wrapped the baby with white cotton fobes® which had become yellow because
*they had been used for a long time and then, the baby becane a parish child® , an orphan.
107 Oliver, the baby, cried loud. If he could have known he was left alone in the

word and to the mercies of churchwardens® , he would have cried louder.
yd! -
3
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The Orphan's Growth , Education

After Oliver was born, he was sent to a branch — workhouse® where he was
brought up with twenty or thirty other children. To ensure every orphan could survive ,
they gave sevenpence — halfpenny for per small head per week. The branch — workhouse
was under the charge of an elderly woman who thought sevenpence — halfpenny was too
much for a child. 8he kept the greater part of the money for her own use and left the
children even less than was origina]ly(@provided for them.

Oliver Twist's ninth birthday found him a pale thin child. It was his ninth birthday.
He was locked in a coal —cellar®vith two other boys because they said they were hun-
gry. Just at time, Mrs. Mann, the lady of the house was surprised by the visit of Mr.
Bunble, the beadle®who was trying to unlock®the door of the garden.

“Oh, God1 Is that you, Mr. Dumble, sir?” said Mrs. Mann, putting her head out

o

of the window and pretending to be happy. ™ (&usan, take Oliver and them two up-
stairs and wash them at once. ) —Ooh, Mr. Bumble, how glad I am to see you!”

Mr. Bumble didnt answer Mrs. Mann's warm greetings. e gave the door a terrible
shake and an angry kick instead because the latter locked him out.

“Ooch, God!” said Mrs. Mann, running out, —for the threc boys had been
'-:taken away by this time—"1 forgot 1 had locked the door! Walk in, Mr. Bumble. *
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Mr. Bumble was till angry for the lock but he soon got relaxed®because Mrs. Mann
gave him a cup of wine.

“And now about business,” said Mr. Bumble, “The boy named Oliver Twist is
nine years today. But we have never been able to discover who his father is or, any-
thing more about his mother. ~

“PBless him!” said Mrs. Mann. Her left eye turned red by her wiping,

“Well,” said Mr. Bumble. He finished the wine, and added, “Oliver is now too
old to remain here. The board®have decided to have him back into the house. I have
come to take him there.

0, Oliver was led away from the branch — house where he spent his miserable®
infant. years. However, when the door closed after him, he burst into childish®tears and
a sense of loneliness in the great wide world sank@into the child’s heart for the first
time.

When Oliver arrived the workhouse, he was soon taken into a large house where
the board were having a meeting.

Oliver was frightened at the sight of so many gentlemen, which made him tremble ;
and the beadle gave him a tap®behind him, which made him cry.

“Boy,” said the gentleman in a high chair, “Listen to me. You know you're an or-
phan, T think?”

“What's that, sir?” asked poor Oliver.

“The boy is a fool— T thought he was. ™ said the gentleman in the white waistcoat.

“That is you've got no father or mother, and that you were brought up by the par-
ish. Do you know it?” said the gentleman in the high chair.

“Yes, sir. ” answer Oliver, weeping sadly.

“Wellt You have come here to be educated, and taught a uscful skill. ™ said the
red —faced gentleman in the high chair.

“&o you will begin to pick oakum® at. six o'clock tomorrow morning, ” added the
one in the white waistcoat.

For the blessings, Oliver bowed low by the direction of the beadle. Then he was

' taken away at once.
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When poor Oliver sobbed himself to sleep in a rough®hard bed, the board were
discussing to arrive a decision. And this was it .

The members of this board set up the rule that the workhouse provided three meals
of thin gﬂlel@a day, with an onion twice a week, and half a roll on dundays. They made
many other wise rules which it is not necessary to repeat. As a result, their rules fright-
ened the poor.

For the first six months after Oliver was taken here, the system was in full opera-
tion. The number of the poor in workhouse got thin as well as the poor. The board was
satisfied.

The room where boys were fed was a large stone hall. The bowls never needed
washing because the boys polished them with their spoons. Then, they will stared at the
copper with such eager eyes, as if they could have swallowed it. Oliver Twist and other
boys suffered the slow hunger for three months.

At last they got so wildly®crazy that they decided to cast lots®to see who should
walk up to the master after supper that evening to ask for more and it fell to Oliver
Twist.

The evening arrived. The gruel was served out and disappeared soon.  Although
Oliver was a child, he suffered the hunger. He rose from the table and walked to the
master, basin and spoon in hand, said,also surprised at what he was doing,

“Dlease, sir, | want some more.

The master was a fat, healthy man. But he turned pale.

“ What?” said the master in a faint voice.

“Dlease, sir,” replied Oliver, “I want some more. ”

The master gave a tap to Oliver's head with the ladie® , grasped his arms and cried
loud for the beadle.

The board were having a great meeting when Mr. Bumble rushed in excitedly and
reported them the event.

Then, a discussion took place. And a bill was posted out next morning on the out-
side of the gate, saying that five pounds will be given to anyone who would take Oliver

yTwist. In other words, five pounds and Oliver Twist were gave to any man or woman who

~O~wanted a prenticc®to any trade or business.



