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PREFACE

The following Tales are meant to be submitted to the young reader as an
introduction to the study of Shakespeare, for which purpose his words are used
whenever it seemed possible to bring them in; and in whatever has been added
to give them the regular form of a connected story, diligent care has been taken
to select such words as might least interrupt the effect of the beautiful English
tongue in which he wrote: therefore, words introduced into our language since
his time have been as far as possible avoided.

In those Tales which have been taken from the Tragedies, the young readers
will perceive, when they come to see the source from which these stories are
derived, that Shakespeare’s own words, with little alteration, recur very
frequently in the narrative as well as in the dialogue; but in those made from
the Comedies the writers found themselves scarcely ever able to turn his words
into the narrative form: therefore it is feared that, in them, dialogue has been
made use of too frequently for young people not accustomed to the dramatic
form of writing. But this fault, if it be a fault, has been caused by an earnest
wish to give as much of Shakespeare’s own words as possible: and if the “He
said” and “She said,” the question and the reply, should sometimes seem
tedious to their young ears, they must pardon it, because it was the only way in
which could be given to them a few hints and little foretastes of the great
pleasure which awaits them in their elder years, when they come to the rich
treasures from which these small and valueless coins are extracted; pretending
to no other merit than as faint and imperfect stamps of Shakespeare’s matchless
image. Faint and imperfect images they must be called, because the beauty of his
language is too frequently destroyed by the necessity of changing many of his
excellent words into words far less expressive of his true sense, to make it read
something like prose; and even in some few places, where his blank verse is
given unaltered, as hoping from its simple plainness to cheat the young readers
into the belief that they are reading prose, yet still his language being
transplanted from its own natural soil and wild poetic garden, it must want

much of its native beauty.
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PREFACE

It has been wished to make these Tales easy reading for very young
children. To the utmost of their ability the writers have constantly kept this in
mind; but the subjects of most of them made this a very difficult task. It was no
easy matter to give the histories of men and women in terms familiar to the
apprehension of a very young mind. For young ladies, too, it has been the
intention chiefly to write; because boys being generally permitted the use of
their fathers’ libraries at a much earlier age than girls are, they frequently have
the best scenes of Shakespeare by heart, before their sisters are permitted to
look into this manly book; and, therefore, instead of recommending these Tales
to the perusal, of young gentlemen who can read them so much better in the
originals, their kind assistance is rather requested in explaining to their sisters
such parts as are hardest for them to understand: and when they have helped
them to get over the difficulties, then perhaps they will read to them (carefully
selecting what is proper for a young sister’s ear) some passage which has
pleased them in one of these stories, in the very words of the scene from which
it is taken; and it is hoped they will find that the beautiful extracts, the select
passages, they may choose to give their sisters in this way will be much better
relished and understood from their having some notion of the general story
from one of these imperfect abridgments;—which if they be fortunately so
done as to prove delight to any of the young readers, it is hoped that no worse
effect will result than to make them wish themselves a little older, that they
may be allowed to read the Plays at full length (such a wish will be neither
peevish nor irrational). When time and leave of judicious friends shall put them
into their hands, they will discover in such of them as are here abridged (not to
mention almost as many more, which are left untouched) many surprising
events and turns of fortune, which for their infinite variety could not be
contained in this little book, besides a world of sprightly and cheerful
characters, both men and women, the humor of which it was feared would be
lost if it were attempted to reduce the length of them.

What these Tales shall have been to the YOUNG readers, that and much
more it is the writers’ wish that the true Plays of Shakespeare may prove to
them in older years—enrichers of the fancy, strengtheners of virtue, a
withdrawing from all selfish and mercenary thoughts, a lesson of all sweet and

honorable thoughts d actions, to teach courtesy, benignity, generosity, humanity:

for of examples, teaching these virtues, his pages are full.
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@ ericles, Prince of Tyre, became a voluntary exile from his dominions,

P2

to avert the dreadful calamities which Antiochus, the wicked emperor of
Greece, threatened to bring upon his subjects and city of Tyre, in revenge for a
discovery which the prince had made of a shocking deed which the emperor
had done in secret; as commonly it proves dangerous to pry into the hidden
crimes of great ones. Leaving the government of his people in the hands of his
able and honest minister, Helicanus, Pericles set sail from Tyre, thinking to
absent himself till the wrath of Antiochus, who was mighty, should be
appeased.
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The first place which the prince directed his course to was Tarsus, and
hearing that the city of Tarsus was at that time suffering under a severe famine,
he took with him a store of provisions for its relief. On his arrival he found the
city reduced to the utmost distress; and, he coming like a messenger from
heaven with his unhoped-for succor, Cleon, the governor of Tarsus, welcomed
him with boundless thanks. Pericles had not been here many days before letters
came from his faithful minister, warning him that it was not safe for him to stay
at Tarsus, for Antiochus knew of his abode, and by secret emissaries
despatched for that purpose sought his life. Upon receipt of these letters
Pericles put out to sea again, amid the blessings and prayers of a whole people
who had been fed by his bounty.

He had not sailed far when his ship was overtaken by a dreadful storm,
and every man on board perished except Pericles, who was cast by the sea
waves naked on an unknown shore, where he had not wandered long before he
met with some poor fishermen, who invited him to their homes, giving him
clothes and provisions. The fishermen told Pericles the name of their country
was Pentapolis, and that their king was Simonides, commonly called the good
Simonides, because of his peaceable reign and good government. From them
he also learned that King Simonides had a fair young daughter, and that the
following day was her birthday, when a grand tournament was to be held at
court, many princes and knights being come from all parts to try their skill in
arms for the love of Thaisa, this fair princess. While the prince was listening to
this account, and secretly lamenting the loss of his good armor, which disabled
him from making one among these valiant knights, another fisherman brought
in a complete suit of armor that he had taken out of the sea with his fishing-net,
which proved to be the very armor he had lost. When Pericles beheld his own
armor he said: “Thanks, Fortune; after all my crosses you give me somewhat to
repair myself This armor was bequeathed to me by my dead father, for whose
dear sake I have so loved it that whithersoever I went I still have kept it by me,
and the rough sea that parted it from me, having now become calm, hath given

it back again, for which I thank it, for, since I have my father’s gift again, I
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