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Preface

The Meanders of Thoughts

The advocation of “Opinions on Further Enhancement
and Improvements of the Political Education of University
Students Put Forward by the State Council” wmarked the
Party’s high concern of the works of the political educa-
tion of university students. This is a historical opportunity
as well as a challenge that we educators never met before.
The prime time of the political education of university
students has finally arrived. The prime time of the politi-
cal and ideological assistants of universities has arrived.
The publication of a political and ideological assistant's
the Weekly Memoir of A

book Voices from the Heart
Political and Ideological Assistant won a public attention.
Not come singly but in pairs, the same year saw the pub-
lication of Mr. Yuan Zhongke's book Mini-short Stories.
Mr. Yuan Zhongke is versed at literary creations.
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This has already been a self-evident fact. Just take a look
upon his stories we can see that he is indeed a talented
writer; at the same time his stories prove that he is also a
qualified educator. He has been working in the field of
student’s moral education since the 1990s and has won
several honorable titles. He is not a very eloquent person
yet he assumes a practical style in his work. Now that his
book got published, we can see that diligence is just one
of the precious characters of him. His Mini-short Stories
has already proved his wisdom as a political and ideologi-
cal assistant. When reading these short stories we see his
inner heart. Although the volume is not a novel we wit-
ness his skills in expressing ideological retrospection
within mere narrations. These seemingly random daily
plots are deliberately selected in which flame and flares of
thoughts are everywhere. In spite of its length, “Mini-
short Stories” possesses its own philosophical and aesthet-
ical value. Even though it is pure literature, it shoulders
the responsibility to propagandize humanity. Even though
the volume is entitled Mini-short Stories, we see grand

and original ideas. That is what we call a fallen leaf evi-
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dences the coming of autumn.

Mini-short Stories differs from weekly memoirs in
that it does not represent personal ideas. It is an original
idea for Mr. Yuan to name these short stories “Mini-
short” ones. As the old saying goes, literature should be
morally didactic. The stories Mr. Yuan records in his book
are highly typical and representative in nowadays univer-
sities as well as in the society. The stories within this
book , even if not prevalent phenomena, exist indeed. Ed-
ucation is the foundation to strengthen a nation. The edu-
cation of university students in our country is one of the
decisive factors for the prosperity of the whole country
and the stability of the society. Educational strategies for
university students may vary while none of the students
should be neglected. Their education is the initial task of
the university; further still, it is the sublime obligation
the Party and the people entrusted us. Mr. Yuan condenses
specific cases and distils common phenomena. He inspects
surrounding characters and things from a peculiar view.
His stories are mournful but not distressing, always leav-

ing hopes behind stories. The voice of thoughts lingers be-
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tween lines. In brief, his works are precise and initiating.

Our ancestors once argued that “A single-minded
man is prone to devote himself to his issues. Therefore, a
man must be versed at writing since what concerns him
most is the skills of writing and he who pays a lot of at-
tention to techniques must be an expert in skills.” Over
the past ten years, Yuan Zhongke has played the role of a
political and ideological assistant in Lanzhou University.
He memorized what he witnessed and recorded them im-
mediately. Year in, year out, his perceptions on these
daily happenings accumulated into a whole bunch of
stories. Yuan declared in the preface that he finished
the whole book within ten days. I have no doubt on what
he said. It is his inspiration that enables him to finish
these stories with stroke of the pen. The works of political
and ideological assistant in universities are highly chal-
lenging for which love and a sense of responsibility are
the eternal driving forces. Mr. Yuan has dedicated himself
to the work during the past decades. We are looking for-
ward to witnessing more of his excellent works which reveal

the mental outlook of political and ideological assistants. We
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also hope that all the political and ideological assistants can
dedicate excellent performances on the historical stage,
keep up with the paces of the era and make positive con-

tributions to the whole nation and its people.

Chen Dewen

November 16, 2007
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