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Abstract

In Ming Dynasty. the folk songs got more and more active, Free
from affectation, the folk songs greatly influenced scholar-bureaucratic
literature at that time both in theory and practice in terms of their natu-
ral and clear nature. The writers, being keen on absorbing the nourish-
ments of the folk songs, criticized and finally gave up various kinds of
formalism regarding temperament and personal experience, which ac-
cordingly enriched and substantiated tremendously the connotation of
the enlightenment trends in literature in the late Ming Dynasty.

This thesis consists of four partss i. e . the coming about. the on-
tology,the influence and the background of folk songs in the late Ming
Dynasty. And the introduction of the main results of each part is as fol-
lows,

The development of the folk songs in Ming Dynasty wass toa large
extent, ascribed to the fact that the heavily stylized scholar-bureaucrat-
ic literature was in need of the stimulation by something new, The folk
songs, characterized by their clear nature. immediately won the favor
of Li Mengvang, who was seeking a way out for the outmoded scholar-
bureaucratic literature, As stated in The Preface of the Poem Collec-
tion (Vol 504 Collected Works of Kongtong), “The true poem comes
from the folk. ¥ In fact, what Li Mengyang practiced was to make the
literature simpler and more natural, as advocated by the folk songs, In
a certain way. he propelled the development of the folk songs. During
the period of time of Wanli, folk songs from the narthern and central
part of China converged into the current of the southern folk songs, a-
mong which Cassia Twig was the most popular. During this process,
Yuan Hongdao. one of the representative in the literary innovation in
the late Ming Dynasty. played a significant role. On the one hand, he
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