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四、五卷说明

这两卷收入长篇小说《四世同堂》。
第一部《惶惑》写于1944年,同年11月10日至1945年9

月2日在《扫荡报》连载。良友复兴图书印刷公司1946年1月、

3月分上、下册初版。
第二部《偷生》写于1945年,同年5月1日至12月15日在

《世界日报》连载。晨光出版公司1946年11月分上、下册初版。
第三部《饥荒》1947年至1948年写于纽约,前二十段发表

于1950年上海《小说》杂志。后十三段(即本书第八十八段至第

一百段)未曾发表,中文原稿已毁,1982年由马小弥根据《四世

同堂》的英文节译本TheYellowStorm(由作者删节,IdaPruitt
译,1951年纽约 HarcourtandBraceCompany出版)复译为中

文,发表于1982年《十月》杂志,后为一些《四世同堂》版本所采

用。此次入集,由胡允桓对译文重新作了校订,并将后十三段英

文附于卷末。
作品据原刊校勘,并增加一些简注。
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ChapterFifteen

L ANTHEEASTERNSUNhadmovedaroundamongthe
secretservice.Inonedayhehadarrestedtwelvestudents

andoneteacherfromtheSchoolofRailwayAdministration.
Whatallthesethirteenconfessedwasthesame-contactwith
Chungking.Theirfatewasthesame-death.

TheHeadmasteroftheRailwaySchoolwasdischarged.
LantheEastemSunbecameActingHeadmaster.

Hisgreatestobjectivewastosqueezethegrainofthe
students.Thirteenlivestoaccomplishforhimthisgreatestof
hisambitions! Hewasexcitedandpleasedwithhimself.He
wasnowadepartmentheadandaheadmaster.Hefeltthathe
wasindeedgreat,asgreatastheJapanesesoldierswhohad
competedtoslaughterandrapeinNanking.

Hehadspenttwohourspreparingaspeechforhisinaugu-
ration.Hewroteitintheclassicstyle.HeknewthattheJapa-
neselikedtheChinesewhowroteintheclassicstyle.

ButbeforehecouldreadhisspeechFatChrysanthemum
hadalreadydrivenoutthechiefaccountantwhohadbeenap-
pointedbyEasternSunandhadherselftakenthepost.Thekey
tothattreas-urythathadbeenboughtwiththirteenliveswas
takenbyFatChrysanthemum.EasternSunbitthisfingernails
untiltheybled.Hewantedtoordertheservantsoftheschool
tobindherandtakeherhome,butshehadalreadydrafted
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Meydeeasherpersonalguard.Meydee􀆳stitlewasDeanofthe
GirlStudents.EasternSundarednotoffendMeydee.

UptothetimeofRearlHarbor,Meydeehadwatchedthe
Westernersandhadbeenverysuccessful.Shenotonlyspiedon
theAmericansandtheEnglish,buthaddrawntheGermans,I-
talians,French,andRussiansintohernet.Herbodyhadbe-
comeinternational.

Becauseshewasusedtobeingwith Westernerssheen-
tirelyignoredtheChinese,shethoughtofChinesemenasim-
potent.Toseekthesecondbestshewouldmakefriendswith
theJapanesemen.ShehadlosttheEasternwoman􀆳squietude
andshyness,andthoughtofherselfasstartinganowpattern.

LantheEasternSundarednotoffendMeydeenordidhe
darepunishFatChrysanthemum.

ReyTangthoughtoutcarefullyanddispassionatelyhow
todealwiththesethree.

WhenhehadmadeuphismindhemetMeydeecasually
andasifbyaccident.

Meydeenowhadquiteabitofleisure.AlltheWesterners
inPeipingwhoshouldbeinconcentrationcampswereincon-
centrationcamps,andthosewhowerenottobeinprisonhad
armbandsshowingwhatcountrytheycamefrom.Sheneeded
nolongertocultivatethem.

Shewasnotinterestedintheworkoftheschoolbutwas
onlyhelpingFatChrysanthemum.Shewenttotheschoolinthe
afternoonsonly,toseeifanystudentsneededdiscipline,and
whomsheshouldfrightenatimeortwo.Shewouldthenslipa-
wayfromtheschoolandgototheplacesofamusementtopass
hertime.Hermotherhadhadahomebutshehadnonewhere
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shecoluldentertainherfriends.Whenshewasatleisure,how-
ever,shewaswelcomeeverywhere.Noonedaredtotreather
coldly.Thegamblinghouses,theopiumdens,thebrothels,the
theaters,andthecinemasallwelcomedher.Difficultiescould
besolvedeasilyifonehadherasafriend.

OnthisdayMeydeehadmadeuptobeunusuallybeauti-
ful.Todressherselfuphadbecomehergreatestcomfortand
enjoyment.Sheknewthatshewasaflowerthatwouldsoon
fadeandthatshemustusegreatcareindressingandmake-up,

andshewasafraideachmorningtolookinthemirror.Without
theredlipsandthepenciledeyebrowsitseemedshedidnot
knowherself.

Herlipsandcheekswerepaintedredandhereyebrows
likebambooleaves.Althoughtherewasnowindshehada
whitegauzescarfoverherhair.Herreddressofthinlightwool
fittedherclosely,andshowedclearlyherbreastsandhips.
HangingfromhershoulderswasashortPersianlambcoat
whichshowedherplumpandbeautifullegs.

Thegauzeonherhead,herredgown,andherfurcoathad
allbeenboughtwithherbody.Shecouldnotrememberwhich
hadbeengivenherbywhichWhiteRussian,andwhichshehad
acceptedfromaFrenchmerchant.Shefeltonlythatsheshould
beproudofherself,thatinthisPeipingthatlackedeverything,

shestillcoulddresssowell.
ReyTangfollowedMeydeefromashortdistance.Hewas

troubledinhisheart.Thatgirlwholookedlikeabirdofprey
hadbeenhisboyhoodloveandanangel.Helookedatherback.
Hiswarmyoungbloodroselikeatideinhismind.

Wouldhewanttokeepcompanywithabirdofprey?
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Nonsense.Thetideofhishotbloodreceded.Hemustcontrol
himself.Hewasnotayoungmanofpeacefulyears.Hemustbe
coldandmakehimselfashardandcoldasapieceofice.He
straightenedhisbacktoshowthathewasfirmandhard.

AtthefrontgateoftheNorthSeaParkhepushedfor-
wardandboughttheentrancetickets.“Meydee,doyouremem-
berme?”heaskedwithaslightsmileonhisface.Hewasafraid
thatbecausehisclothesweresopoorMeydeemightnotbe
willingtorecognizehim.ButMeydeeatoncerecognizedhim
andsmiledalmostnaturally.“Oh,you,OldThree.”

InhersmileOldThreesuddenlysawtheMeydeeofbe-
forethewar,assometimesinthemirrorhecouldseehimself
ofeightortenyearsago.

Helookedatheragain.No,shedidnotlookliketheMey-
deeofbeforethewar,buthestillhopedtoseethatMeydee.
ThatwastheMeydeehehadloved-lovedinhisdreams.

Heforcedhimselftosmileandwentwithherintothe
park.Hesteppedforwardandwalkedshouldertoshoulder
withher.Quitenaturallyshegavehimherarm.

WhenhetouchedherarmReyTangfeltalightnessand
exhilaration.Immediatelyhegavehimselfawarning,“Becare-
ful,becareful.”Hemovedclosertoherbuthisheartlostthat
lightnessandexhilaration.Hewasarminarm withaprosti-
tute,aspy,anenemy.Ifhelethimselfbemovedbyherhewas
alostdog.

Sheleanedonhim.“Wherehaveyoubeenamusingyour-
selftheselastfewyears?”sheaskedinacasualmanneras
thoughitdidnotmatterwhethersheaskedornot.

Helookedatherfaceagainandinhishearthespat.Ifhe
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hadtheslightestdesiretoloveheritwouldbelowandshame-
ful.HewasagoodSonofHanwhohadtraveledtothesouth
andtothenorth;heshouldregardasvaluablehisdignityasa
SonofHan.Who,me? Don􀆳tyouknow?”Hemustshowsome
ofhiscunning;hewasanundergroundworkerdealingwitha
memberofthesecretservice.

“Ireallydon􀆳tknow.”
“Whatdoesitmatterwhetheryouknowordon􀆳tknow?”

hesaidinahardvoice.
Afterwalkingafewstepsshesuddenlylaughed.“Have

youagirl?”

ReyTangcouldnotguesswhethershewasteasinghimor
whethershewaslaughingatherself.“No,I􀆳malwaysthinking
ofyou.”

“That􀆳shardtobelieve.”Shesmiledagainbutimmediately
becamesilent.

ReyTangthoughtthatnomatterhowlowshehadfallen
shewasafterallahumanbeing.Therewasstillsomefeeling
whichcouldnotbechanged.

Therewerenotmanypeopleinthepark.Whentheycame
closetoagreatoldwillowtreeMeydee􀆳sshouldertouchedRey
Tang􀆳sarm.Theywalkedbehindthetree.Whentheyreached
thebackofthetreesheembracedhim.

ReyTanglookeddownandsawherface,hereyebrows,

eyes,andtheredlipssobrightlycolored.Itseemedasifhe
werenotlookingatafacebutatapalettesmearedwiththick
paints.Hewantedtopushheraway,butherbreastsandlegs
wereagainsthim-verysoftandseductive.

Shekissedhim.
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Hecouldnothelpbutholdhermoreclosely.Shewasno
longersoiled,norlow,nordangerous.Shewashisonce-belov-
ed.Herfaceandbodywerefragrant.

Softlyandslowlyshesaid,“OldThree,Istillloveyou,

truly."
PretendingtobetouchedReyTanghunghishead.
“Nowwhat? Youcan􀆳teventalk."Shehadchangeda-

gain.Sheshiftedtheweightofhercoatandwalkedaway.
ReyTanghurriedafterher.Hecouldnotlethergo.She

hadkissedhimandsaidthatshelovedhim,buthehadtore-
memberhowmuchyoungbloodtherewasonherhands.No,he
couldnotlethergo.Hemustbeashardheartedandruthlessas
she.

Reachinghersideheagaintookholdofherarm.“Ha!

Youstillhavethesamedisposition.Attheslightestcrossingof
yourwillyouchangeandbecomeangry."

“Ofcourse,"shesaidwithhermouthtwisted.“Don􀆳tbea
fool.Idon􀆳tgivemykissesfornothing."

“Ihavenothingtogiveyoubutmylove."OldThreecould
hearthathiswordswereemptyandunconvincing.

“Oh,youarestillthewayyouwereyearsago—"Sudden-
lysherefusedtosayanymore.

“You— whataboutyou?"
Meydeestillsaidnothingbutcameclosertohim.After

walkingafewmorestepssheliftedherfaceandlookedathim.
“oldThree,Iwillgiveyouwhateveryouwant.Really,Ireally
loveyou."

OldThreedidnotknowhowtoanswerher.
“Really,whateveryouwantIwillgiveyou,"shesaida-
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gain.
OldThreesawthattoMeydeetherewasnodifferencebe-

tweenloveandlust.Hearousedheroldfeelingforhimandshe
wantedtoexpressthatoldlovewithlust.Shewasstillthepure
Meydeeoftheolddaysandatthesametimeshewasaprosti-
tutewhosoldherbody.OldThreewarnedhimself,“Forget
thatsheisMeydee,forgetthatsheisaprostitute,remember
onlythatsheisanagentoftheJapanesesecretservice."

TheyhadreachedthefootoftheWhiteDagobawhich
seemedtallandslenderinthethinSunlight.

“ShallwegointothegrottoesundertheDagoba?"she
suggestedwithouttheslightestshame.

“Won􀆳titbecoldthere?"ReyTangpurposelypretended
tobestupid.

“Itiswarmthereinthewinterandcoolinthesummer."
Shebegantowalkfast.

Whentheyfirstwentin,thegrottowasquitedarkand
MeydeeheldReyTang􀆳shand.Herhandwassowarm,Rey
Tangbegantobreathequickly.Shewasnotaprostituteora
memberofthesecretpolice;shewashislove.

Theywentslowlydownseveralstairwaysandcametoa
littlepieceoflevelgroundwheretherewasasquarestoneta-
bleandfourlittlestonestools.Atthetopofthecavewasa
holethroughwhichcamealittlelight.

MeydeesatononeofthesmallstonestoolsandReyTang
satbesideher.

Thelightinthecavewasweakandtheredonherfaceandlips
waslessglaring.ReyTangseemedtoseetheMeydeeoftheold.

“Whatareyouthinkingabout,Old Three?" Meydee
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asked.
“I?Iamnotthinkingaboutanything."
“You?"Shesmiledathim.“Don􀆳tlietome.Iknowalla-

boutyourbusiness."
ReyTangglancedquicklyinalldirectionstoseeifthere

wereanyonehiding.
“Don􀆳tbeafraid.Iamalonehere.Icanhandleyoualone."
“Whatdoyoumean?"
“Don􀆳tyouunderstand? Yousee,weoncelovedeachoth-

er."
ReyTangnodded.
“Good.Wearenowinthesamebusiness,butitisnotnec-

essarythat—astheproverbsays— t̀hoseinthesamebusi-
nessareenemies.􀆳"

“Howareweinthesamebusiness?"
“Youdon􀆳tneedtoplaystupidandspeechlessbeforeme.

Speakout.Yourlifeisinmyhands.IfIsayforyoutodieyou
willimmediatelydie."

“Thenwhydon􀆳tyousayit?"ReyTangsmiled.
“Ihavemyplans."Meydeealsosmiled.
“Youwantmetoworkwithyou.Isthatit?"
“That􀆳saboutit.Yougivemeyourinformation.Iwillgive

youmylove."
“Whatwillyougiveme?"
“Love,love."
ReyTangtocarrythepretensetookherhand.“Giveme

yourlove—givemeatonce."
“Atonce? Youhaven􀆳tacceptedmyterms."
“FirstlovemeandIwillpromiseeverything."Hedrew
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hertowardtheinnercave.
Thecavebecamenarrowerandnarrower,anddarkerand

darker.Meydeebegantobesuspicious.“Won􀆳tthisplacedo?

Whyshouldwegofurther?"
ReyTangwassilent.Suddenlyheseizedheraroundthe

neckwithbothhands.Shedidnotmakeanothersound.
ReyTangdraggedthecorpsetotheinnermostpartofthe

cave.He wipedthesweatfrom hishead,andthentook
Meydee􀆳sbadgeandoneofherringsandputtheminhisown
pocket.

Standingtherehecalledinalowvoice,“Meydee,"andhe
seemedtohearherlaughter,thatlaughterofmanyyearsago.

Heranoutquickly.Outsidethecavethesunshine,al-
thoughnotverystrong,madehimshuthiseyes.Heopenedhis
eyesandbegantowalkquicklyaway.

Whenhelefttheparkandsawthepeoplewalking,andthe
cartsandhorses,hewasalmostfrightened.A momentagoin
thatblackcave...nowsunshine,streets,peoplewalkingand
thetraffic.Hishandsthatamomentagohadbeensohardand
powerfulwerenowshaking.

HelookedatthemoatoftheForbiddenCity.Hewanted
toputhishandsthroughthecracksintheicetowashthem.
ButhemustgotofindFatChrysanthemum.Hum! Another
foulandstinkingwoman! Hisstomachturned.Therewasno
otherway,forthiswashisworkandhemustdoit.

HewaitedintheneighborhoodoftheLanhouseforFat
Chrysanthemum.Whenheliftedhisheadhecouldseethe
WhiteDagoba.Itwassowhiteintheblueheavens,sotalland
beautiful.
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“SecondSister-in-law,"ReyTangseeingChrysanthemum
abouttoenterhergateranoverandcalledher.

BeforeChrysanthemum hadrecognizedReyTang􀆳sap-
pearanceshehadrecognizedhisvoice.Theblooddrainedfrom
herface.Shestoodstill.

“Go,goinside,"ReyTangcommandedinalowvoice.
FatChrysanthemum walkedinhangingherhead.Old

Threefollowedherclosely.Whenshegotintothehouseshe
seemedverytiredandthrewherfatweightonthesofa.She
hadnoregretsbutmuchfear.ShewasafraidthatReyTang
hadcometoavengeReyFeng.ExceptforherdealingswithRey
Fengshedidnotfeelthatshehaddoneanythingthatcouldbe
consideredwrong.Herconductofthepastfew yearsshe
thoughttobeaccordingtotheseasonsandtohavebeenofthe
rightdegrees.

ReyTangtookoutMeydee􀆳sbadgeandRingandheld
theminhispalm.“Doyouknowthese?"

Chrysanthemumnodded.
“Sheisfinished.Shewasthefirst.Youwillbethesecond."
Chrysanthemum􀆳sfatfleshwasallnumb.Instinctivelyshe

wantedtorunawaybutshecouldnotmove.“OldThree,Old
Three,IamnotofthesamegroupwithMeydee.Idon􀆳tknow
aboutheraffairs,Idon􀆳tknow."

“Butyouknowwhatyouhavedone."
“I—Ihaveneverdoneanythingbad."
ReyTangputthebadgedownandthering,andraisedup

thehandthathadjustkilled.HemustgiveFatChrysanthe-
mumsomethingbittertoeat.Rightandleftheslappedthatfat
facehard.
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Shecriedout.ReyTangseizedthehairthathadbeen
curledwithmoneytakeninexchangeforpeople􀆳slives.“Ifyou
makeanynoiseIwillkillyouatonce."Thefatwomanshut
hermouth.Bloodranoutofthecorners.Shehadneverbeen
beatenbutshenowknewwhatpainwas.

“Don􀆳tstrikemeagain,don􀆳t."Sheheldherfacewith
bothofherhands.“WhatyouwantIwillgiveyou."

HearingthisspeechOldThreewasevenmoreangry.Her
wordswerethesameasMeydee􀆳s,equallylowandshameless.

“Youareafraidofdeath?"ReyTangaskedher.“Icanask
youforyourlifeatanytimeandatanyplace."

“Spareme,OldThree."
“Liste—ifyoudaretosqueezeonesinglecattyofgrain

fromthestudentsIwillsendyoutofindMeydee.Doyouun-
derstand?"

“Iunderstand."
“IfEasternSundarestokillanotherstudentIwillhold

youresponsible."
“Hisaffairs—I—"
“Ihaveothermeanstodealwithhim.Iamtellingyouthat

ifyouknowanddonottrytostophim,Iwillkillyoufirst.Do
youunderstand?"

“Iunderstand."
“Thereisaplaceintheschoolforateacherofliterature.

YoumusttellEasternSuntoinviteEldestBrothertothepost.
WithEldestBrotherintheschoolIwillknowyoureverysin-
gleactionandthoseofEasternSun.Don􀆳twasteyourenergies
discussingwithEasternSunhowtocatchme.IfIamaliveyou
twocanlive.IfIamputinprisonyouwillbothdie.Ihavemany
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fellowworkersinthiscity.Theywouldavengeme.Doyouun-
derstand?"

“Iunderstand."
“Here."ReyTangtookoutasmallenvelope.Insidewasa

cartridge.“GivethistoEasternSun.TellhimIbroughtit.And
hereisthis."Hethrew Meydee􀆳sringintoChrysanthemum􀆳s
lap.“Givethistohimalso.Ifyoudonotlistentome,youwill
diethewayMeydeedied."OldThreetookupMeydee􀆳sbadge
andwentout.
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