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The Flying Tigers

The Flying Tigers blazed their way to glory over the skies of Burma and China in
World War I1. Claire Lee Chennault, a retired United States Army Air Corps captain, who
went to China in 1937 as air advisor w the Chinese Air Force, was instrumental in forming the
American Volunteer Group (AVG), s group of experienced American sirmen, 10 assist in the
defense of China. With Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941, the AVG was the
only effective U.S. fighting air unit in the Far East The Chinese, watching the AVG shoot the
enemy from the sky, dubbed the Amenican pilots “Fei-hu”™ -
Flying Tigers, in tribute to
their daring and skill. Flying
P-40 Warhawks, the AVG
compiled a record unequaled

S - > in air combat for any unit of
kel e T “oosd its size. The AVQG Flying
Mhpmampdhwmwn'\f“hvwr

The AVG was disbanded on 4 July 1942, and became
the nucleus for the United States Army Air Corp’s China Air Task Force (CATF) with newly
appointed Brigadier General Claire Chennault in command. The logo of the Ching Air Task
Forge became a winged Tiger wearing an Uncle Sam hat,
leaping through & torn enemy flag. The logo symbolized that
the Flying Tigers were now officially a pant of the United
States military air combet force. The small Ching Air Task
Force battled against the might of the enemy for almost nine
months, setting an envisble record of air superiority. The
China Air Task Force became the 14® Air Force on 10
March 1943, Chennault was promoted to Major General to
command the 14* Air Force. He personally approved the
insignia for his new command. a Flying Tiger superimposed
on a blue background with the official Air Force star.
the war progressed, the venerable P-40 Warhawt was replaced by more modern
P-51 Mustang, P-38 Lightning, P-47 Thunderbolr, and P-61 Black Widow night

As

fighters - the

fighter, with the B-25 Miichell twin engine and B-24 Liberaror 4 engine bombers added to the
force.

Although small in size, the Flying Tigers of the 14* Air Force, using Chennault’s
innovative tactics, drove the enemy from the skies over China, freeing the Chinesc from the
yoke of the oppressor, The Flying Tigers played a significant role in achieving victory in the

Pacific theater in World War I1.
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