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Higher Education in China at the Beginning
of 21** Century: Elite and Mass

Mao-yuan Pan

Abstract; For its modernization drive, China is in need of both highly-educated personnel and well-
trained professionals in various industries and services. Thus, higher education (HE) is inevitably head-
ing towards having to provide both elite and mass education. Developing Mass HE in China is a difficult
cause, and the main difficulties are more political rather than operational. The biggest challenge lies with
the change in the traditional attitude to education, Elite HE mainly aims at improving and maintaining
quality, though quantity can be increased to an appropriate number,

Key words:China; higher education;elite and mass



