TWENTY THOUSAND LEAGUES
UNDER THE SEA




CIP

/ —
2005. 3
ISBN 7 —88050 -270 - X
I. II. III. — — IV. 1299 -3
CIP 2005 187966

850mmx1168mm 1/16
2800

43 000

2005 4 1

1 -5 000

ISBN 7 —88050 -270 - X
5800. 00 290



20, 000 Leagues Under the Sea

by Jul es Verne

PART ONE

CHAPTER |

A SHI FTI NG REEF

The year 1866 was signalised by a remarkabl e incident, a nysterious
and puzzling phenomenon, which doubtl ess no one has yet forgotten

Not to mention runours which agitated the naritinme popul ation

and excited the public nmind, even in the interior of continents,
seafaring men were particularly excited. Merchants, comon sail ors,
captai ns of vessels, skippers, both of Europe and Anerica,

naval officers of all countries, and the Governnents of several States

on the two continents, were deeply interested in the matter

For some time past vessels had been net by "an enornous thing,"”
a | ong object, spindle-shaped, occasionally phosphorescent,

and infinitely larger and nore rapid in its novenents than a whal e.

The facts relating to this apparition (entered in various | og-books)

agreed in nost respects as to the shape of the object or creature in question
the untiring rapidity of its novenents, its surprising power of |oconotion,
and the peculiar life with which it seenmed endowed. |If it was a whal e,

it surpassed in size all those hitherto classified in science.

Taking into consideration the nmean of observations nmade at divers tines--
rejecting the tinmd estimate of those who assigned to this object

a length of two hundred feet, equally with the exaggerated opinions



which set it down as a nmile in width and three in length--we night fairly
conclude that this nysterious being surpassed greatly all dinensions
admtted by the |l earned ones of the day, if it existed at all

And that it DID exist was an undeni able fact; and, with that tendency

whi ch di sposes the human mind in favour of the marvellous, we can understand
the excitenent produced in the entire world by this supernatural apparition

As to classing it in the list of fables, the idea was out of the question

On the 20th of July, 1866, the steanmer Governor Higgi nson

of the Calcutta and Burnach Steam Navi gati on Conpany, had net

this moving nmass five nmiles off the east coast of Australia.
Captai n Baker thought at first that he was in the presence of an
unknown sandbank; he even prepared to determne its exact position
when two colums of water, projected by the nysterious object,

shot with a hissing noise a hundred and fifty feet up into the air.
Now, unl ess the sandbank had been submitted to the intermttent
eruption of a geyser, the Governor Higgi nson had to do neither
more nor less than with an aquatic mammal , unknown till then,
which threw up fromits bl ow holes colums of water mxed with

air and vapour.

Simlar facts were observed on the 23rd of July in the sane year,
in the Pacific Ccean, by the Col unbus, of the West India

and Pacific Steam Navigation Conpany. But this extraordinary
creature could transport itself fromone place to another

with surprising velocity; as, in an interval of three days,

t he Governor Higgi nson and the Col unbus had observed it at

two different points of the chart, separated by a distance

of more than seven hundred nautical | eagues.

Fifteen days later, tw thousand niles farther off, the Helvetia,
of the Conpagni e-National e, and the Shannon, of the Roya

Mai | St eanshi p Conpany, sailing to windward in that portion



of the Atlantic lying between the United States and Europe,
respectively signalled the nonster to each other in 42@15 N |at.
and 60@ 35" W long. In these simnultaneous observations they

t hought thenselves justified in estimating the minimum ]l ength

of the manmal at nore than three hundred and fifty feet,

as the Shannon and Hel vetia were of snuller dinensions than it,

t hough they measured three hundred feet over all

Now t he | argest whal es, those which frequent those parts of the sea round
the Al eutian, Kulammak, and Ungullich islands, have never exceeded the |ength

of sixty yards, if they attain that

In every place of great resort the nonster was the fashion

They sang of it in the cafes, ridiculed it in the papers, and represented

it on the stage. Al kinds of stories were circulated regarding it.

There appeared in the papers caricatures of every gigantic and

i magi nary creature, fromthe white whale, the terrible "Mby D ck"

of sub-arctic regions, to the i mense kraken, whose tentacles could entangle
a ship of five hundred tons and hurry it into the abyss of the ocean

The | egends of ancient times were even revived.

Then burst forth the unendi ng argunent between the believers and the

unbel ievers in the societies of the wise and the scientific journals.

"The question of the nonster” inflaned all ninds. Editors of

scientific journals, quarrelling with believers in the supernatural

spilled seas of ink during this nenorable canmpaign, some even draw ng bl ood;

for fromthe sea-serpent they cane to direct personalities.

During the first nonths of the year 1867 the question seened buried,
never to revive, when new facts were brought before the public.

It was then no longer a scientific problemto be solved, but a rea
danger seriously to be avoided. The question took quite another shape.

The nonster becane a snmll island, a rock, a reef, but a reef of indefinite



and shifting proportions.

On the 5th of March, 1867, the Moravian, of the Mntreal Ocean Conpany,
finding herself during the night in 27@30' lat. and 72@15' long., struck
on her starboard quarter a rock, marked in no chart for that part of the sea
Under the conbined efforts of the wind and its four hundred horse power,

it was going at the rate of thirteen knots. Had it not been for the superior
strength of the hull of the Mravian, she would have been broken by the shock

and gone down with the 237 passengers she was bringi ng home from Canada.

The acci dent happened about five o'clock in the norning, as the day

was breaking. The officers of the quarter-deck hurried to the after-part

of the vessel. They examined the sea with the nost careful attention

They saw not hing but a strong eddy about three cables' |ength distant,

as if the surface had been violently agitated. The bearings of the place were
taken exactly, and the Mravian continued its route w thout apparent danmage.
Had it struck on a subnerged rock, or on an enornous weck? They could

not tell; but, on exami nation of the ship's bottom when undergoing repairs,

it was found that part of her keel was broken

This fact, so grave in itself, mght perhaps have been forgotten
like many others if, three weeks after, it had not been re-enacted
under simlar circunstances. But, thanks to the nationality of

the victimof the shock, thanks to the reputation of the company to

whi ch the vessel belonged, the circunstance becane extensively circul at ed.

The 13th of April, 1867, the sea being beautiful, the breeze favourabl e,
the Scotia, of the Cunard Conpany's line, found herself in 15@12' 1| ong.

and 45@37' lat. She was going at the speed of thirteen knots and a hal f.

At seventeen mnutes past four in the afternoon, whilst the passengers were
assenbl ed at lunch in the great saloon, a slight shock was felt on the hul

of the Scotia, on her quarter, a little aft of the port-paddle.



The Scotia had not struck, but she had been struck, and seemningly
by sonmet hing rather sharp and penetrating than bl unt.

The shock had been so slight that no one had been al ar ned,

had it not been for the shouts of the carpenter's watch,

who rushed on to the bridge, exclainng, "W are sinking!' we

are sinking!" At first the passengers were nuch frightened,

but Captain Anderson hastened to reassure them The danger could
not be imminent. The Scotia, divided into seven conpartnents

by strong partitions, could brave with inpunity any | eak

Captai n Anderson went down imedi ately into the hold.

He found that the sea was pouring into the fifth conpartnent;

and the rapidity of the influx proved that the force of the water
was considerable. Fortunately this conmpartnment did not hold

the boilers, or the fires would have been i medi ately extingui shed.
Captai n Anderson ordered the engines to be stopped at once,

and one of the men went down to ascertain the extent of the injury.
Sone minutes afterwards they discovered the existence of a

| arge hole, two yards in dianeter, in the ship's bottom

Such a | eak could not be stopped; and the Scotia, her paddles

hal f submerged, was obliged to continue her course. She was then
three hundred niles from Cape Clear, and, after three days' delay,
whi ch caused great uneasiness in Liverpool, she entered the basin

of the conpany.

The engineers visited the Scotia, which was put in dry dock

They could scarcely believe it possible; at two yards and a hal f bel ow
water-mark was a regular rent, in the formof an isosceles triangle.
The broken place in the iron plates was so perfectly defined

that it could not have been nore neatly done by a punch

It was clear, then, that the instrument producing the perforation

was not of a common stanp and, after having been driven with
prodi gi ous strength, and piercing an iron plate 1 3/8 inches thick,

had withdrawn itself by a backward notion.



Such was the last fact, which resulted in exciting once nore the torrent
of public opinion. Fromthis nonment all unlucky casualties which could

not be otherw se accounted for were put down to the nonster

Upon this imaginary creature rested the responsibility of al

t hese shi pw ecks, which unfortunately were consi derabl g;

for of three thousand ships whose | oss was annually recorded
at Lloyd's, the number of sailing and steam ships supposed

to be totally lost, fromthe absence of all news, anmpbunted to

not | ess than two hundred!

Now, it was the "nonster" who, justly or unjustly, was accused
of their disappearance, and, thanks to it, comruni cati on between
the different continents becane nore and nore danger ous.

The public demanded sharply that the seas should at any price be

relieved fromthis form dable cetacean. [1]

[1] Menber of the whale fanily.

CHAPTER |

PRO AND CON

At the period when these events took place, | had just returned
froma scientific research in the disagreeable territory

of Nebraska, in the United States. In virtue of my office

as Assistant Professor in the Miseum of Natural History in Paris,
the French Governnment had attached nme to that expedition

After six nmonths in Nebraska, | arrived in New York towards

the end of March, laden with a precious collection

My departure for France was fixed for the first days in Muy.



Meanwhil e | was occupying nyself in classifying ny mineral ogical
bot ani cal , and zool ogi cal riches, when the accident happened

to the Scoti a.

I was perfectly up in the subject which was the question of the day.
How could | be otherwise? | had read and reread all the American
and European papers wi thout being any nearer a concl usion

This nystery puzzled ne. Under the inpossibility of formng

an opinion, | junped fromone extrene to the other.

That there really was sonething could not be doubted,

and the incredul ous were invited to put their finger on the wound

of the Scoti a.

On ny arrival at New York the question was at its height.

The theory of the floating island, and the unapproachabl e sandbank
supported by nminds little conpetent to forma judgnment, was abandoned.
And, indeed, unless this shoal had a nachine in its stomach

how could it change its position with such astonishing rapidity?

From the same cause, the idea of a floating hull of an enornous

wreck was given up

There renmai ned, then, only two possible solutions of the question
which created two distinct parties: on one side, those who were
for a nonster of colossal strength; on the other, those who were

for a submari ne vessel of enornous notive power.

But this last theory, plausible as it was, could not stand agai nst
inquiries made in both worlds. That a private gentl eman shoul d have
such a machine at his command was not likely. Were, when, and how
was it built? and how could its constructi on have been kept secret?
Certainly a Governnent night possess such a destructive machine.

And in these disastrous tinmes, when the ingenuity of nman has



mul tiplied the power of weapons of war, it was possible that,
wi t hout the know edge of others, a State might try to work such

a form dabl e engi ne.

But the idea of a war machine fell before the declaration of Governnents.
As public interest was in question, and transatlantic conmunicati ons
suffered, their veracity could not be doubted. But how admit that

the construction of this submarine boat had escaped the public eye?

For a private gentleman to keep the secret under such circunmstances woul d
be very difficult, and for a State whose every act is persistently watched

by powerful rivals, certainly inpossible.

Upon ny arrival in New York several persons did nme

the honour of consulting nme on the phenonenon in question

| had published in France a work in quarto, in two vol unes,
entitled Mysteries of the Great Subnmarine Gounds. This book,
hi ghly approved of in the | earned world, gained for ne a specia
reputation in this rather obscure branch of Natural History.
My advice was asked. As long as | could deny the reality

of the fact, | confined nyself to a deci ded negati ve.

But soon, finding nyself driven into a corner, | was

obliged to explain nyself point by point. 1 discussed

the question in all its fornms, politically and scientifically;
and | give here an extract froma carefully-studied article
which | published in the nunber of the 30th of April.

It ran as foll ows:

"After exami ning one by one the different theories, rejecting al
ot her suggestions, it becones necessary to adnit the existence

of a marine animal of enornous power.

"The great depths of the ocean are entirely unknown to us.
Soundi ngs cannot reach them \What passes in those renote depths--

what beings live, or can live, twelve or fifteen nmles beneath



the surface of the waters--what is the organi sation of these aninals,

we can scarcely conjecture. However, the solution of the problem
submitted to me may nodify the formof the dilemma. Either we do know
all the varieties of beings which people our planet, or we do not.

If we do NOT know themall--if Nature has still secrets in the deeps

for us, nothing is nore conformable to reason than to admt the existence
of fishes, or cetaceans of other kinds, or even of new species,

of an organisation forned to inhabit the strata inaccessible to soundi ngs,
and which an accident of sone sort has brought at long intervals

to the upper level of the ocean

"If, on the contrary, we DO know all living kinds, we nust
necessarily seek for the animal in question anongst those narine
bei ngs already classed; and, in that case, | should be disposed

to admit the existence of a gigantic narwhal.

"The common narwhal, or unicorn of the sea, often attains

a length of sixty feet. Increase its size fivefold or tenfold,
give it strength proportionate to its size, lengthen its
destructive weapons, and you obtain the ani nal required.

It will have the proportions deternined by the officers

of the Shannon, the instrument required by the perforation

of the Scotia, and the power necessary to pierce the hul

of the steaner.

"Indeed, the narwhal is armed with a sort of ivory sword

a hal berd, according to the expression of certain naturalists.

The principal tusk has the hardness of steel. Sone of these tusks
have been found buried in the bodies of whales, which the unicorn
al ways attacks with success. Qhers have been drawn out,

not without trouble, fromthe bottons of ships, which they

had pierced through and through, as a gimet pierces a barrel

The Museum of the Faculty of Medicine of Paris possesses one



of these defensive weapons, two yards and a quarter in |ength,

and fifteen inches in dianeter at the base.

"Very well! suppose this weapon to be six times stronger and the ani nmal

ten tines nore powerful; launch it at the rate of twenty niles an hour

and you obtain a shock capabl e of producing the catastrophe required.

Until further information, therefore, | shall maintain it to be

a sea-unicorn of col ossal dinmensions, armed not with a hal berd,

but with a real spur, as the arnoured frigates, or the “rans' of war,

whose massi veness and notive power it would possess at the same tine.

Thus may this puzzling phenonenon be expl ai ned, unless there be sonething over
and above all that one has ever conjectured, seen, perceived, or experienced;

which is just within the bounds of possibility.”

These | ast words were cowardly on ny part; but, up to a certain point,
I wished to shelter ny dignity as professor, and not give

too much cause for laughter to the Americans, who | augh well

when they do laugh. | reserved for nyself a way of escape.

In effect, however, | adnitted the existence of the "nonster."

My article was warmy di scussed, which procured it a high reputation.
It rallied round it a certain nunber of partisans. The solution

it proposed gave, at least, full liberty to the inagination

The human mind delights in grand conceptions of supernatural beings.
And the sea is precisely their best vehicle, the only medi um

t hrough which these giants (against which terrestrial aninals,

such as el ephants or rhinoceroses, are as nothing) can be produced

or devel oped.

The industrial and conmercial papers treated the question chiefly fromthis
poi nt of view. The Shipping and Mercantile Gazette, the Lloyd's List,

the Packet-Boat, and the Maritime and Col onial Review, all papers devoted
to insurance conpanies which threatened to raise their rates of prem um

wer e unani nous on this point. Public opinion had been pronounced.



The United States were the first in the field; and in New York they

made preparations for an expedition destined to pursue this narwhal

A frigate of great speed, the Abraham Lincoln, was put in comi ssion

as soon as possible. The arsenals were opened to Commander Farragut,

who hastened the arnming of his frigate; but, as it always happens,

the monent it was decided to pursue the nonster, the nonster did not appear
For two nonths no one heard it spoken of. No ship net with it.

It seemed as if this unicorn knew of the plots weaving around it.

It had been so nuch tal ked of, even through the Atlantic cable, that jesters
pretended that this slender fly had stopped a telegramon its passage and was

maki ng the nost of it.

So when the frigate had been arnmed for a | ong canpai gn, and provided with
form dabl e fishing apparatus, no one could tell what course to pursue.

| npati ence grew apace, when, on the 2nd of July, they learned that a
steaner of the Iine of San Francisco, fromCalifornia to Shanghai

had seen the animal three weeks before in the North Pacific Ccean.

The excitenment caused by this news was extrenme. The ship was revictualled

and well stocked with coal

Three hours before the Abraham Lincoln | eft Brooklyn pier

| received a letter worded as foll ows:

To M ARONNAX, Professor in the Museum of Paris, Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York.

SIR --1f you will consent to join the Abraham Li ncoln
in this expedition, the Government of the United States
will with pleasure see France represented in the enterprise.

Conmander Farragut has a cabin at your disposal

Very cordially yours, J.B. HOBSON, Secretary of Marine.



CHAPTER 11 |

I FORM MY RESOLUTI ON

Three seconds before the arrival of J. B. Hobson's letter | no nore thought
of pursuing the unicorn than of attenpting the passage of the North Sea.
Three seconds after reading the letter of the honourable Secretary of Marine,
| felt that ny true vocation, the sole end of nmy life, was to chase this

di sturbing nonster and purge it fromthe world.

But | had just returned froma fatiguing journey, weary and | onging
for repose. | aspired to nothing nore than again seeing ny country,
my friends, ny little lodging by the Jardin des Pl antes,

my dear and precious collections--but nothing could keep ne back

| forgot all--fatigue, friends and collections--and accepted w t hout

hesitation the offer of the Ameri can Gover nnent.

"Besides," thought |, "all roads |ead back to Europe; and the unicorn
may be am abl e enough to hurry nme towards the coast of France.

This worthy aninmal nay allowitself to be caught in the seas of Europe
(for nmy particular benefit), and I will not bring back | ess than half
a yard of his ivory halberd to the Museum of Natural History."

But in the meanwhile | nust seek this narwhal in the North

Pacific Ccean, which, to return to France, was taking the road

to the anti podes.

"Conseil," | called in an inpatient voice.

Conseil was ny servant, a true, devoted Fl em sh boy, who had acconpani ed
me in all ny travels. | liked him and he returned the liking well

He was quiet by nature, regular fromprinciple, zealous fromhabit,
evincing little disturbance at the different surprises of life,

very quick with his hands, and apt at any service required of him



and, despite his nane, never giving advice--even when asked for it.

Conseil had followed nme for the last ten years wherever science |ed.
Never once did he conplain of the Iength or fatigue of a journey,
never make an objection to pack his portmanteau for whatever
country it mght be, or however far away, whether China or Congo.
Besides all this, he had good health, which defied all sickness,

and solid nmuscles, but no nerves; good norals are understood.

This boy was thirty years old, and his age to that of his naster

as fifteen to twenty. May | be excused for saying that | was

forty years ol d?

But Conseil had one fault: he was cerenobnious to a degree,
and woul d never speak to ne but in the third person

whi ch was sonetines provoki ng.

"Conseil," said | again, beginning with feverish hands to nake

preparations for ny departure.

Certainly I was sure of this devoted boy. As a rule, | never asked
himif it were convenient for himor not to followne in ny travels;
but this time the expedition in question night be prol onged,

and the enterprise mght be hazardous in pursuit of an animal capabl e
of sinking a frigate as easily as a nutshell. Here there was matter
for reflection even to the nost inpassive man in the world.

What woul d Conseil say?

"Conseil," | called a third tine.

Consei | appear ed.

"Did you call, sir?" said he, entering.

"Yes, ny boy; nake preparations for me and yourself too.



We leave in two hours."

"As you please, sir," replied Conseil, quietly.

"Not an instant to lose; lock in nmy trunk all travelling utensils,
coats, shirts, and stockings--w thout counting, as nany as you can

and nmake haste."

"And your collections, sir?" observed Conseil.

"They will keep themat the hotel."

"W are not returning to Paris, then?" said Conseil

"Ch! certainly,"” | answered, evasively, "by making a curve."

"WIIl the curve please you, sir?"

"Ch! it will be nothing; not quite so direct a road, that is all

We take our passage in the Abraham Lincoln."

"As you think proper, sir," coolly replied Conseil

"You see, ny friend, it has to do with the nonster--

the fanobus narwhal. W are going to purge it fromthe seas.
A glorious nission, but a dangerous one! W cannot tel
where we nmay go; these animals can be very capricious.

But we will go whether or no; we have got a captain who

is pretty w de-awake."

Qur luggage was transported to the deck of the frigate i nmedi ately.
| hastened on board and asked for Conmander Farragut.
One of the sailors conducted ne to the poop, where |I found nyself

in the presence of a good-I|ooking officer, who held out his



hand to ne.

"Mbnsi eur Pierre Aronnax?" said he.

"Himself," replied |I. "Commuander Farragut?"

"You are wel cone, Professor; your cabin is ready for you."

I bowed, and desired to be conducted to the cabin destined for ne.

The Abraham Li ncol n had been well chosen and equi pped

for her new destination. She was a frigate of great speed,
fitted with high-pressure engines which admtted a pressure

of seven atnospheres. Under this the Abraham Lincoln attained
the mean speed of nearly eighteen knots and a third an hour--

a consi derabl e speed, but, nevertheless, insufficient to grapple

with this gigantic cetacean

The interior arrangenments of the frigate corresponded to its
nautical qualities. 1 was well satisfied with nmy cabin,

which was in the after part, opening upon the gunroom

"We shall be well off here," said | to Conseil

"As well, by your honour's |eave, as a hermit-crab in the shel

of a whelk," said Conseil

I left Conseil to stow our trunks conveniently away, and renounted

the poop in order to survey the preparations for departure.

At that nonment Commander Farragut was ordering the | ast noorings
to be cast | oose which held the Abraham Lincoln to the pier
of Brooklyn. So in a quarter of an hour, perhaps |ess,

the frigate would have sailed without me. | should have m ssed



