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CHAPTER | - ACROSS THE PLAI NS

LEAVES FROM THE NOTEBOOK OF AN EM GRANT BETWEEN NEW YORK AND SAN

FRANCI SCO

MONDAY. - It was, if | remenber rightly, five o' clock when we were
all signalled to be present at the Ferry Depot of the railroad. An
em grant ship had arrived at New York on the Saturday night,

anot her on the Sunday norning, our own on Sunday afternoon, a
fourth early on Mnday; and as there is no emgrant train on Sunday
a great part of the passengers fromthese four ships was
concentrated on the train by which I was to travel. There was a
babel of bewi | dered nmen, wonen, and children. The wetched little
booki ng-of fi ce, and the baggage-room which was not nuch | arger
were crowded thick with emigrants, and were heavy and rank with the
at mosphere of dripping clothes. Open carts full of bedding stood
by the half-hour in the rain. The officials | oaded each other with
recrimnations. A bearded, nmildewed little man, whom | take to
have been an emigrant agent, was all over the place, his nouth ful
of brinstone, blustering and interfering. It was plain that the
whol e system if systemthere was, had utterly broken down under

the strain of so many passengers.

My own ticket was given nme at once, and an ol di sh man, who
preserved his head in the mdst of this turnoil, got ny baggage
regi stered, and counselled nme to stay quietly where | was till he
should give nme the word to nove. | had taken along with me a small
val i se, a knapsack, which | carried on ny shoulders, and in the bag

of nmy railway rug the whole of BANCRCFT'S H STORY OF THE UNI TED



STATES, in six fat volunes. It was as nuch as | could carry with
conveni ence even for short distances, but it insured ne plenty of
clothing, and the valise was at that nmonment, and often after
useful for a stool. | amsure | sat for an hour in the baggage-
room and wetched enough it was; yet, when at |last the word was
passed to ne and | picked up nmy bundles and got under way, it was

only to exchange disconfort for downright msery and danger

| followed the porters into a | ong shed reaching downhill from West
Street to the river. It was dark, the wind blew clean through it
fromend to end; and here | found a great bl ock of passengers and
baggage, hundreds of one and tons of the other. | feel | shal
have a difficulty to make nyself believed; and certainly the scene
must have been exceptional, for it was too dangerous for daily
repetition. It was a tight jam there was no fair way through the
m ngl ed mass of brute and living obstruction. Into the upper
skirts of the crowd porters, infuriated by hurry and overwork,
clove their way with shouts. | may say that we stood |ike sheep
and that the porters charged anpbng us |ike so nmany naddened sheep-
dogs; and | believe these nmen were no | onger answerable for their
acts. It mattered not what they were carrying, they drove straight
into the press, and when they could get no farther, blindly

di scharged their barrowful. Wth ny own hand, for instance, |
saved the life of a child as it sat upon its nother's knee, she
sitting on a box; and since | heard of no accident, | nust suppose
that there were many simlar interpositions in the course of the
evening. It will give sone idea of the state of mnd to which we
were reduced if | tell you that neither the porter nor the nother
of the child paid the |east attention to ny act. It was not till
sonme tinme after that | understood what | had done nyself, for to
ward of f heavy boxes seened at the nmonent a natural incident of
human life. Cold, wet, clanmour, dead opposition to progress, such

as one encounters in an evil dream had utterly daunted the



spirits. W had accepted this purgatory as a child accepts the
conditions of the world. For ny part, | shivered a little, and ny
back ached wearily; but | believe | had neither a hope nor a fear
and all the activities of nmy nature had becone tributary to one

massi ve sensation of disconfort.

At length, and after how long an interval | hesitate to guess, the
crowd began to nmove, heavily straining through itself. About the
same tinme sone | anps were lighted, and threw a sudden flare over
the shed. W were being filtered out into the river boat for
Jersey City. You may inmagine howslowy this filtering proceeded

t hrough the dense, choking crush, every one overladen wi th packages
or children, and yet under the necessity of fishing out his ticket
by the way; but it ended at length for me, and I found nyself on
deck under a flimsy awing and with a trifle of el bowroomto
stretch and breathe in. This was on the starboard; for the bul k of
the em grants stuck hopel essly on the port side, by which we had
entered. In vain the seanen shouted to themto nove on, and
threatened themwi th shi pweck. These poor people were under a
spell of stupor, and did not stir a foot. It rained as heavily as
ever, but the wind now cane in sudden claps and capfuls, not

wi t hout danger to a boat so badly ballasted as ours; and we crept
over the river in the darkness, trailing one paddle in the water

i ke a wounded duck, and passed ever and again by huge, illum nated
steaners running many knots, and heral di ng their approach by
strains of nusic. The contrast between these pl easure enbarkations
and our own grimvessel, with her list to port and her freight of
wet and silent emigrants, was of that glaring description which we

count too obvious for the purposes of art.

The landing at Jersey City was done in a stanpede. | had a fixed
sense of calanity, and to judge by conduct, the sane persuasi on was

conmon to us all. A panic selfishness, like that produced by fear



presi ded over the disorder of our |anding. People pushed, and

el bowed, and ran, their fanmlies follow ng how t hey coul d.

Children fell, and were picked up to be rewarded by a blow. One
child, who had | ost her parents, screaned steadily and with

i ncreasing shrillness, as though verging towards a fit; an official
kept her by him but no one el se seened so nuch as to remark her
distress; and | am ashaned to say that | ran anong the rest. | was
so weary that | had twice to make a halt and set down ny bundles in
the hundred yards or so between the pier and the railway station

so that | was quite wet by the tinme that | got under cover. There
was no waiting-room no refreshnment room the cars were | ocked; and
for at |east another hour, or so it seenmed, we had to canp upon the
draughty, gaslit platform | sat on ny valise, too crushed to
observe ny nei ghbours; but as they were all cold, and wet, and
weary, and driven stupidly crazy by the m smanagenent to which we
had been subjected, | believe they can have been no happier than
mysel f. | bought half-a-dozen oranges froma boy, for oranges and
nuts were the only refection to be had. As only two of them had
even a pretence of juice, | threw the other four under the cars,
and beheld, as in a dream grown people and children groping on the

track after my | eavings.

At last we were admitted into the cars, utterly dejected, and far
fromdry. For nmy own part, | got out a clothes-brush, and brushed
nmy trousers as hard as | could till | had dried them and warned ny
bl ood into the bargain; but no one el se, except ny next neighbour
to whom | lent the brush, appeared to take the | east precaution

As they were, they conposed thenselves to sleep. | had seen the
Iights of Phil adel phia, and been tw ce ordered to change carri ages
and tw ce counternanded, before |I allowed nyself to followtheir

exanpl e.

TUESDAY. - Wen | awoke, it was already day; the train was standing



idle; I was in the last carriage, and, seeing sone others strolling
to and fro about the lines, | opened the door and stepped forth, as
froma caravan by the wayside. W were near no station, nor even
as far as | could see, within reach of any signal. A green, open,
undul ating country stretched away upon all sides. Locust trees and
a single field of Indian corn gave it a foreign grace and interest;
but the contours of the land were soft and English. It was not
quite England, neither was it quite France; yet |ike enough either
to seemnatural in ny eyes. And it was in the sky, and not upon
the earth, that | was surprised to find a change. Explain it how
you may, and for my part | cannot explain it at all, the sun rises
with a different splendour in America and Europe. There is nore
clear gold and scarlet in our old country nornings; nore purple,
brown, and snoky orange in those of the new It may be from habit,
but to ne the coming of day is less fresh and inspiriting in the
latter; it has a duskier glory, and nore nearly resenbl es sunset;

it seems to fit some subsequential, evening epoch of the world, as
t hough Anerica were in fact, and not nerely in fancy, farther from
the orient of Aurora and the springs of day. | thought so then, by
the railroad side in Pennsylvania, and | have thought so a dozen
times since in far distant parts of the continent. |If it be an
illusion it is one very deeply rooted, and in which nmy eyesight is

acconplice

Soon after a train whisked by, announcing and accomnpanying its
passage by the swift beating of a sort of chapel bell upon the
engine; and as it was for this we had been waiting, we were
sunmoned by the cry of "All aboard!" and went on again upon our
way. The whole line, it appeared, was topsy-turvy; an accident at
m dni ght having thrown all the traffic hours into arrear. W paid
for this in the flesh, for we had no neals all that day. Fruit we
coul d buy upon the cars; and now and then we had a few minutes at

some station with a nmeagre show of rolls and sandw ches for sale;



but we were so nany and so ravenous that, though | tried at every
opportunity, the coffee was al ways exhausted before | could el bow

my way to the counter.

Qur American sunrise had ushered in a noble sumer's day. There
was not a cloud; the sunshine was baking; yet in the woody river
val | eys anong whi ch we wound our way, the atnosphere preserved a
sparkling freshness till late in the afternoon. It had an inland
sweet ness and variety to one newy fromthe sea; it snelt of woods,
rivers, and the delved earth. These, though in so far a country,
were airs fromhome. | stood on the platformby the hour; and as
saw, one after another, pleasant villages, carts upon the highway
and fishers by the stream and heard cockcrows and cheery voices in
the di stance, and beheld the sun, no | onger shining blankly on the
pl ai ns of ocean, but striking anong shapely hills and his |ight

di spersed and col oured by a thousand acci dents of form and surface,
I began to exult with nyself upon this rise in life |ike a man who
had cone into a rich estate. And when | had asked the nane of a
river fromthe brakesman, and heard that it was called the
Susquehanna, the beauty of the nane seenmed to be part and parcel of
the beauty of the land. As when Adamw th divine fitness naned the
creatures, so this word Susquehanna was at once accepted by the
fancy. That was the nane, as no other could be, for that shining

river and desirable valley.

None can care for literature in itself who do not take a specia

pl easure in the sound of nanes; and there is no part of the world

where nonencl ature is so rich, poetical, hunorous, and picturesque
as the United States of Anerica. Al tines, races, and | anguages

have brought their contribution. Pekinis in the same State with

Euclid, with Bellefontaine, and with Sandusky. Chelsea, with its

London associ ations of red brick, Sloane Square, and the King's

Road, is own suburb to stately and prinmeval Menphis; there they



have their seat, translated nanes of cities, where the M ssissipp
runs by Tennessee and Arkansas; and both, while | was crossing the
continent, lay, watched by arnmed nen, in the horror and isolation
of a plague. dd, red Manhattan lies, like an Indian arrowhead
under a steam factory, below anglified New York. The names of the
States and Territories thenselves forma chorus of sweet and nost
romanti c vocabl es: Delaware, Chio, Indiana, Florida, Dakota, |owa,
Woni ng, M nnesota, and the Carolinas; there are few poens with a
nobl er nusic for the ear: a songful, tuneful land; and if the new
Homer shall arise fromthe Western continent, his verse will be
enriched, his pages sing spontaneously, with the nanes of states

and cities that would strike the fancy in a business circular.

Late in the evening we were |landed in a waiting-roomat Pittsburg.

I had now under ny charge a young and sprightly Dutch wi dow with
her children; these | was to watch over providentially for a
certain distance farther on the way; but as | found she was
furnished with a basket of eatables, | left her in the waiting-room
to seek a dinner for nyself. | nention this neal, not only because
it was the first of which | had partaken for about thirty hours,

but because it was the neans of ny first introduction to a col oured
gentleman. He did ne the honour to wait upon ne after a fashion
while | was eating; and with every word, |ook, and gesture marched
me farther into the country of surprise. He was indeed strikingly
unl i ke the negroes of Ms. Beecher Stowe, or the Christy Mnstrels
of nmy youth. Imagine a gentlenman, certainly somewhat dark, but of
a pl easant warm hue, speaking English with a slight and rather odd
foreign accent, every inch a nman of the world, and arned with
manners so patronisingly superior that | amat a loss to nane their
parallel in England. A butler perhaps rides as high over the
unbutl ered, but then he sets you right with a reserve and a sort of
si ghi ng patience which one is often noved to adnmire. And again,

the abstract butler never stoops to famliarity. But the col oured



gentleman will pass you a wink at a tine; he is famliar |like an
upper formboy to a fag; he unbends to you like Prince Hal with
Poins and Fal staff. He nakes hinself at hone and wel cone. | ndeed,
| may say, this waiter behaved hinself to me throughout that supper
much as, with us, a young, free, and not very self-respecting
mast er m ght behave to a good-| ooking chanbermaid. | had come
prepared to pity the poor negro, to put himat his ease, to prove
in a thousand condescensions that | was no sharer in the prejudice
of race; but | assure you | put ny patronage away for another

occasi on, and had the grace to be pleased with that result.

Seeing he was a very honest fellow, | consulted hi mupon a point of
etiquette: if one should offer to tip the American waiter?
Certainly not, he told ne. Never. It would not do. They

consi dered thenselves too highly to accept. They would even resent
the offer. As for himand ne, we had enjoyed a very pl easant
conversation; he, in particular, had found nuch pl easure in ny
society; | was a stranger; this was exactly one of those rare
conjunctures.... Wthout being very clear seeing, | can stil
perceive the sun at noonday; and the col oured gentleman deftly

pocketed a quarter

VEDNESDAY. - A little after midnight I convoyed ny w dow and
orphans on board the train; and norning found us far into Chio.
This had early been a favourite hone of ny inmagination; | have

pl ayed at being in Chio by the week, and enjoyed sone capital sport
there with a dumtmy gun, ny person being still unbreeched. M
preference was founded on a work which appeared in CASSELL'S FAM LY
PAPER, and was read aloud to nme by ny nurse. It narrated the

doi ngs of one Custal oga, an Indian brave, who, in the [ast chapter
very obligingly washed the paint off his face and becane Sir

Regi nal d Sonebody-or-other; a trick | never forgave him The idea

of a man being an I ndian brave, and then giving that up to be a



baronet, was one which ny mnd rejected. |t offended
verisinmlitude, like the pretended anxiety of Robinson Crusoe and

others to escape from uni nhabited islands.

But Chio was not at all as | had pictured it. W were now on those
great plains which stretch unbroken to the Rocky Mountains. The
country was flat like Holland, but far frombeing dull. Al

through Chio, Indiana, Illinois, and lowa, or for as nuch as | saw
of themfromthe train and in ny waking nonents, it was rich and
various, and breathed an el egance peculiar to itself. The tal

corn pleased the eye; the trees were graceful in thenselves, and
franed the plain into long, aerial vistas; and the clean, bright,

gardened townshi ps spoke of country fare and pl easant sunmer

evenings on the stoop. It was a sort of flat paradise; but, I am
afraid, not unfrequented by the devil. That norning dawned wth
such a freezing chill as |I have rarely felt; a chill that was not

per haps so neasurable by instrument, as it struck home upon the
heart and seenmed to travel with the blood. Day canme in with a
shudder. Wiite mists lay thinly over the surface of the plain, as
we see themnore often on a | ake; and though the sun had soon

di spersed and drunk them up, |eaving an atnosphere of fever heat
and crystal pureness from horizon to horizon, the mists had stil
been there, and we knew that this paradi se was haunted by killing
danmps and foul malaria. The fences along the Iine bore but two
descriptions of advertisenent; one to recommend tobaccos, and the
other to vaunt renedi es against the ague. At the point of day, and
while we were all in the grasp of that first chill, a native of the
state, who had got in at sone way station, pronounced it, with a

doctoral air, "a fever and ague norning."

The Dutch wi dow was a person of sone character. She had conceived
at first sight a great aversion for the present witer, which she

was at no pains to conceal. But being a woman of a practica



spirit, she nade no difficulty about accepting ny attentions, and
encouraged me to buy her children fruits and candies, to carry al
her parcels, and even to sleep upon the floor that she mght profit
by nmy enpty seat. Nay, she was such a rattle by nature, and, so
powerful ly noved to autobiographical talk, that she was forced, for
want of a better, to take nme into confidence and tell me the story
of her life. | heard about her |ate husband, who seened to have
made his chief inpression by taking her out pleasuring on Sundays.

I could tell you her prospects, her hopes, the anount of her
fortune, the cost of her housekeeping by the week, and a variety of
particular matters that are not usually disclosed except to
friends. At one station, she shook up her children to | ook at a
man on the platformand say if he were not like M. Z.; while to ne
she expl ai ned how she had been keepi ng conpany with this M. Z.,
how far matters had proceeded, and how it was because of his

desi stance that she was now travelling to the West. Then, when |
was thus put in possession of the facts, she asked my judgnent on
that type of manly beauty. | adnmired it to her heart's content.
She was not, | think, remarkably veracious in talk, but broidered
as fancy pronpted, and built castles in the air out of her past;

yet she had that sort of candour, to keep ne, in spite of all these
confidences, steadily aware of her aversion. Her parting words
were ingeniously honest. "I amsure,"” said she, "we all OUGHT to
be very much obliged to you." | cannot pretend that she put ne at
my ease; but | had a certain respect for such a genuine dislike. A
poor nature would have slipped, in the course of these

famliarities, into a sort of worthless toleration for ne.

We reached Chicago in the evening. | was turned out of the cars,
bundl ed i nto an omi bus, and driven off through the streets to the
station of a different railroad. Chicago seened a great and gl oony
city. | renmenber having subscribed, |let us say sixpence, towards

its restoration at the period of the fire; and now when | beheld



street after street of ponderous houses and crowds of confortable
burghers, | thought it would be a graceful act for the corporation
to refund that sixpence, or, at the least, to entertain me to a
cheerful dinner. But there was no word of restitution. | was that
city's benefactor, yet | was received in a third-class waiting-
room and the best dinner | could get was a dish of ham and eggs at

my own expense.

I can safely say, | have never been so dog-tired as that night in
Chicago. When it was time to start, | descended the platformlike
amn in a dream It was a long train, lighted fromend to end;

and car after car, as | cane up with it, was not only filled but
overflowing. M valise, ny knapsack, ny rug, with those six

ponder ous tones of Bancroft, weighed me double; | was hot,
feverish, painfully athirst; and there was a great darkness over
me, an internal darkness, not to be dispelled by gas. Wen at |ast
I found an enpty bench, | sank into it |like a bundle of rags, the

worl d seenmed to swimaway into the distance, and nmy consci ousness

dwindled within me to a nmere pin's head, like a taper on a foggy
ni ght.
Wen | came a little nore to nyself, | found that there had sat

down beside ne a very cheerful, rosy little German gentl enan,
somewhat gone in drink, who was talking away to ne, nineteen to the
dozen, as they say. | did ny best to keep up the conversation; for
it seemed to me dimMy as if sonething depended upon that. | heard
himrel ate, anmong many other things, that there were pickpockets on
the train, who had already robbed a man of forty dollars and a
return ticket; but though | caught the words, | do not think
properly understood the sense until next norning; and | believe
replied at the tinme that | was very glad to hear it. What else he
tal ked about | have no guess; | renenber a gabbling sound of words,

his profuse gesticulation, and his snmle, which was highly



expl anatory: but no nore. And | suppose | nust have shown ny
confusion very plainly; for, first, | saw himknit his brows at ne
i ke one who has conceived a doubt; next, he tried ne in German,
supposi ng perhaps that | was unfanmliar with the English tongue;
and finally, in despair, he rose and left ne. | felt chagrined,
but ny fatigue was too crushing for delay, and, stretching nyself
as far as that was possible upon the bench, | was received at once

into a dreamnl ess stupor

The little German gentlenman was only going a little way into the
suburbs after a DINER FIN, and was bent on entertainnment while the
journey lasted. Having failed with nme, he pitched next upon

anot her emigrant, who had cone through from Canada, and was not one
jot less weary than nyself. Nay, even in a natural state, as
found next norning when we scraped acquai ntance, he was a heavy,
unconmuni cative man. After trying himon different topics, it
appears that the little German gentl eman flounced into a tenper,
swore an oath or two, and departed fromthat car in quest of
livelier society. Poor little gentleman! | suppose he thought an
em grant should be a rollicking, free-hearted blade, with a flask
of foreign brandy and a |long, comical story to beguile the nonents

of digestion.

THURSDAY. - | suppose there nust be a cycle in the fatigue of
travelling, for when | awoke next norning, | was entirely renewed
in spirits and ate a hearty breakfast of porridge, with sweet nilk,
and cof fee and hot cakes, at Burlington upon the M ssissippi

Anot her long day's ride followed, with but one feature worthy of
remark. At a place called Creston, a drunken nan got in. He was
aggressively friendly, but, according to English notions, not at

all unpresentable upon a train. For one stage he eluded the notice
of the officials; but just as we were begi nning to nove out of the

next station, Cromwell by nane, by canme the conductor. There was a



word or two of talk; and then the official had the man by the
shoul ders, twitched himfromhis seat, marched himthrough the car
and sent himflying on to the track. It was done in three notions,
as exact as a piece of drill. The train was still noving slowy,
al t hough begi nning to nend her pace, and the drunkard got his feet
without a fall. He carried a red bundle, though not so red as his
cheeks; and he shook this nenacingly in the air with one hand,
while the other stole behind himto the region of the kidneys. It
was the first indication that | had come anong revol vers, and
observed it with sone enotion. The conductor stood on the steps
with one hand on his hip, |ooking back at him and perhaps this
attitude inposed upon the creature, for he turned w thout further
ado, and went off staggering along the track towards Cromnel |

foll owed by a peal of laughter fromthe cars. They were speaking

English all about ne, but | knew | was in a foreign |and.

Twenty minutes before nine that night, we were deposited at the
Pacific Transfer Station near Council Bluffs, on the eastern bank
of the Mssouri river. Here we were to stay the night at a kind of
caravanserai, set apart for emgrants. But | gave way to a thirst
for luxury, separated nmyself from ny conpani ons, and narched with
my effects into the Union Pacific Hotel. A white clerk and a

col oured gentl eman whom in ny plain European way, | should cal

the boots, were installed behind a counter |ike bank tellers. They
took nmy name, assigned nme a nunber, and proceeded to deal with ny
packages. And here cane the tug of war. | w shed to give up ny
packages into safe keeping; but | did not wish to go to bed. And

this, it appeared, was inpossible in an American hotel

It was, of course, some inane nisunderstandi ng, and sprang from ny
unfam liarity with the | anguage. For although two nations use the
same words and read the sane books, intercourse is not conducted by

the dictionary. The business of life is not carried on by words,



but in set phrases, each with a special and al nost a sl ang
signification. Some international obscurity prevailed between ne
and the col oured gentleman at Council Bluffs; so that what | was
aski ng, which seened very natural to ne, appeared to hima
nmonstrous exigency. He refused, and that with the plai nness of the
West. This Anerican manner of conducting matters of business is,

at first, highly unpalatable to the European. Wen we approach a
man in the way of his calling, and for those services by which he
earns his bread, we consider himfor the tine being our hired
servant. But in the Anerican opinion, tw gentlenmen neet and have
a friendly talk with a view to exchanging favours if they shal
agree to please. | know not which is the nore convenient, nor even
which is the nore truly courteous. The English stiffness
unfortunately tends to be continued after the particular
transaction is at an end, and thus favours class separations. But
on the other hand, these equalitarian plainnesses | eave an open

field for the insolence of Jack-in-office.

I was nettled by the coloured gentlenman's refusal, and unbuttoned

my wath under the simlitude of ironical subm ssion. | knew
nothing, | said, of the ways of Anerican hotels; but | had no
desire to give trouble. If there was nothing for it but to get to

bed i medi ately, let himsay the word, and though it was not ny

habit, | should cheerfully obey.

He burst into a shout of laughter. "Ah!" said he, "you do not know
about America. They are fine people in Anerica. OCh! you will Iike
themvery well. But you nmustn't get nad. | know what you want.

You cone along with nme."

And issuing frombehind the counter, and taking me by the armlike

an ol d acquai ntance, he led me to the bar of the hotel

"There," said he, pushing nme from himby the shoulder, "go and have



a drink!"

THE EM GRANT TRAI'N

Al'l this while | had been travelling by mxed trains, where | night
meet with Dutch widows and little German gentry fresh fromtable.

I had been but a latent emigrant; now | was to be branded once
nmore, and put apart with ny fellows. It was about two in the
afternoon of Friday that | found nyself in front of the Em grant
House, with nore than a hundred others, to be sorted and boxed for
the journey. A white-haired official, with a stick under one arm
and a list in the other hand, stood apart in front of us, and
called nane after nanme in the tone of a cormand. At each nane you
woul d see a fanmily gather up its brats and bundles and run for the
hi ndnost of the three cars that stood awaiting us, and | soon
concluded that this was to be set apart for the wonen and chil dren
The second or central car, it turned out, was devoted to nen
travelling alone, and the third to the Chinese. The official was
easily noved to anger at the |least delay; but the enigrants were
both quick at answering their names, and speedy in getting

t hensel ves and their effects on board.

The fanmilies once housed, we nen carried the second car w thout
cerenony by sinultaneous assault. | suppose the reader has sone
noti on of an American railroad-car, that |ong, narrow wooden box,
like a flat-roofed Noah's ark, with a stove and a conveni ence, one
at either end, a passage down the nmiddle, and transverse benches
upon either hand. Those destined for em grants on the Union
Pacific are only remarkable for their extrene plainness, nothing
but wood entering in any part into their constitution, and for the

usual inefficacy of the lanps, which often went out and shed but a



