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| vanhoe

by Sir Walter Scott

CHAPTER |

Thus communed these; while to their lowy doneg,
The full-fed swine return'd with eveni ng honeg;
Conpell*d, reluctant, to the several sties,
Wth din obstreperous, and ungrateful cries.

Pope' s _CQOdyssey_.

In that pleasant district of merry England which

is watered by the river Don, there extended in ancient
times a large forest, covering the greater part

of the beautiful hills and valleys which |ie between
Sheffield and the pleasant town of Doncaster. The
remai ns of this extensive wood are still to be seen
at the noble seats of Wentworth, of Warncliffe

Par k, and around Rot herham Here haunted of

yore the fabul ous Dragon of Wantley; here were

fought many of the npbst desperate battles during

the Gvil Wars of the Roses; and here also flourished
in ancient tinmes those bands of gallant outlaws,
whose deeds have been rendered so popul ar

in English song

Such being our chief scene, the date of our story
refers to a period towards the end of the reign of

Richard 1., when his return fromhis |ong captivity



had beconme an event rather w shed than hoped

for by his despairing subjects, who were in the
meanti me subj ected to every species of subordinate
oppression. The nobl es, whose power had becone
exorbitant during the reign of Stephen, and whom
the prudence of Henry the Second had scarce reduced
to sone degree of subjection to the crown,

had now resuned their ancient license in its utnost
extent; despising the feeble interference of the
English Council of State, fortifying their castles,
i ncreasing the nunber of their dependants, reducing
all around themto a state of vassal age, and
striving by every neans in their power, to place

t hensel ves each at the head of such forces as might
enable himto nake a figure in the national convul sions

whi ch appeared to be i npendi ng.

The situation of the inferior gentry, or Franklins,

as they were called, who, by the law and spirit

of the English constitution, were entitled to hold

t hensel ves i ndependent of feudal tyranny, becane

now unusual |y precarious. |If, as was nost generally
the case, they placed thensel ves under the

protection of any of the petty kings in their vicinity,
accepted of feudal offices in his household, or

bound thensel ves by nutual treaties of alliance

and protection, to support himin his enterprises,

they m ght indeed purchase tenporary repose; but

it must be with the sacrifice of that independence

whi ch was so dear to every English bosom and at

the certain hazard of being involved as a party in
what ever rash expedition the anbition of their protector

m ght lead himto undertake. On the other



hand, such and so nultiplied were the neans of

vexation and oppressi on possessed by the great

Barons, that they never wanted the pretext, and
seldomthe will, to harass and pursue, even to the

very edge of destruction, any of their |ess powerful

nei ghbours, who attenpted to separate thensel ves
fromtheir authority, and to trust for their protection,
during the dangers of the times, to their own

i nof fensi ve conduct, and to the |laws of the |and.

A circunstance which greatly tended to enhance

the tyranny of the nobility, and the sufferings of

the inferior classes, arose fromthe consequences

of the Conquest by Duke WIIliam of Nornandy.

Four generations had not sufficed to blend the hostile
bl ood of the Normans and Angl o- Saxons, or to

unite, by common | anguage and nutual interests,

two hostile races, one of which still felt the elation
of triunph, while the other groaned under all the
consequences of defeat. The power bad been conpletely
pl aced in the hands of the Norman nobility,

by the event of the battle of Hastings, and it had
been used, as our histories assure us, with no noderate
hand. The whol e race of Saxon princes and

nobl es had been extirpated or disinherited, with

few or no exceptions; nor were the nunbers great

who possessed land in the country of their fathers,
even as proprietors of the second, or of yet inferior
cl asses. The royal policy had | ong been to weaken,

by every neans, legal or illegal, the strength of a
part of the popul ati on which was justly considered

as nourishing the nost inveterate antipathy to their

victor. All the nonarchs of the Norman race had



shown the nost marked predilection for their Nornman
subj ects; the | aws of the chase, and many

others equally unknown to the nilder and nore

free spirit of the Saxon constitution, had been fixed
upon the necks of the subjugated inhabitants, to add
weight, as it were, to the feudal chains wth which
they were | oaded. At court, and in the castles of
the great nobles, where the ponp and state of a court
was emul at ed, Norman- French was the only | anguage
enpl oyed; in courts of law, the pleadings

and judgnents were delivered in the sane tongue.

In short, French was the |anguage of honour, of
chivalry, and even of justice, while the far nore
manly and expressive Angl o- Saxon was abandoned

to the use of rustics and hinds, who knew no ot her
Still, however, the necessary intercourse between
the lords of the soil, and those oppressed inferior
bei ngs by whomthat soil was cultivated, occasioned
the gradual formation of a dialect, conmpounded
betw xt the French and t he Angl o- Saxon, in which
they could render thenselves nutually intelligible
to each other; and fromthis necessity arose by
degrees the structure of our present English | anguage,
in which the speech of the victors and the

vanqui shed have been so happily bl ended together

and whi ch has since been so richly inproved by

i mportations fromthe classical |anguages, and from

those spoken by the southern nations of Europe.

This state of things | have thought it necessary
to prenmise for the information of the general reader
who might be apt to forget, that, although no great

hi storical events, such as war or insurrection, mark



t he existence of the Angl o- Saxons as a separate
peopl e subsequent to the reign of WIliamthe Second,
yet the great national distinctions betw xt

them and their conquerors, the recollection of what
they had formerly been, and to what they were

now reduced, continued down to the reign of Edward
the Third, to keep open the wounds which

the Conquest had inflicted, and to maintain a line
of separation betw xt the descendants of the victor

Nor mans and the vanqui shed Saxons.

The sun was setting upon one of the rich grassy

gl ades of that forest, which we have nentioned in

the beginning of the chapter. Hundreds of broad-headed,
short-stemed, wi de-branched oaks, which

had wi tnessed perhaps the stately march of the Roman
soldiery, flung their gnarled arns over a thick

carpet of the nost delicious green sward; in sonme

pl aces they were interm ngled with beeches, hollies,

and copsewood of various descriptions, so closely

as totally to intercept the | evel beans of the sinking
sun; in others they receded from each ot her

form ng those I ong sweeping vistas, in the intricacy

of which the eye delights to lose itself, while inmagination
considers themas the paths to yet wilder

scenes of silvan solitude. Here the red rays of

the sun shot a broken and discoloured Iight, that
partially hung upon the shattered boughs and nossy
trunks of the trees, and there they illumnated in
brilliant patches the portions of turf to which they

made their way. A considerable open space, in the



m dst of this glade, seened fornerly to have been
dedicated to the rites of Druidical superstition

for, on the sunmit of a hillock, so regular as to
seemartificial, there still remained part of a circle
of rough unhewn stones, of |arge dinensions. Seven
stood upright; the rest had been disl odged from

their places, probably by the zeal of some convert

to Christianity, and |lay, sonme prostrate near their
fornmer site, and others on the side of the hill. One
| arge stone only had found its way to the bottom

and in stopping the course of a small brook, which
glided snmoothly round the foot of the emi nence,

gave, by its opposition, a feeble voice of nurnur

to the placid and el sewhere silent streaniet.

The human figures which conpleted this | andscape,
were in nunber two, partaking, in their dress

and appearance, of that wild and rustic character

whi ch bel onged to the woodl ands of the West-Riding

of Yorkshire at that early period. The

el dest of these men had a stern, savage, and wild
aspect. His garnment was of the sinplest form

i magi nabl e, being a close jacket with sl eeves, conposed
of the tanned skin of sone aninmal, on which

the hair had been originally left, but which had
been worn of in so nmany places, that it would

have been difficult to distinguish fromthe patches
that remai ned, to what creature the fur had bel onged.
This prineval vestnent reached fromthe

throat to the knees, and served at once all the

usual purposes of body-clothing; there was no w der
opening at the collar, than was necessary to

admt the passage of the head, fromwhich it may



be inferred, that it was put on by slipping it over
t he head and shoul ders, in the manner of a nodern
shirt, or ancient hauberk. Sandals, bound wth

t hongs nmade of boars' hide, protected the feet, and
aroll of thin leather was twined artificially round
the | egs, and, ascendi ng above the calf, left the
knees bare, like those of a Scottish Hi ghl ander

To nake the jacket sit yet nore close to the body,
it was gathered at the niddle by a broad | eat hern
belt, secured by a brass buckle; to one side of

whi ch was attached a sort of scrip, and to the other
a ram's horn, accoutred with a nouthpiece, for the
purpose of blowing. |In the same belt was stuck

one of those |ong, broad, sharp-pointed, and two-edged
knives, with a buck's-horn handl e, which

were fabricated in the nei ghbourhood, and bore

even at this early period the nane of a Sheffield
whittle. The nan had no covering upon his head,

whi ch was only defended by his own thick hair,
matted and tw sted together, and scorched by the

i nfluence of the sun into a rusty dark-red col our
form ng a contrast with the overgrown beard upon

hi s cheeks, which was rather of a yellow or anber
hue. One part of his dress only remains, but it is
too remarkabl e to be suppressed; it was a brass
ring, resenbling a dog's collar, but wthout any
openi ng, and sol dered fast round his neck, so |oose
as to formno inpedinment to his breathing, yet so
tight as to be incapable of being renoved, excepting
by the use of the file. On this singular gorget

was engraved, in Saxon characters, an inscription

of the following purport:---""Qurth, the son of

Beowul ph, is the born thrall of Cedric of Rotherwood.'



Besi de the swine-herd, for such was Qurth's occupati on,
was seated, upon one of the fallen Druidical nonunments,
a person about ten years younger in appearance,

and whose dress, though resenbling his conpanion's in form
was of better materials, and of a nmore fantastic appearance.
H s jacket had been stained of a bright purple hue,
upon which there had been sone attenpt to paint
grotesque ornanents in different col ours.

To the jacket he added a short cloak, which

scarcely reached half way down his thigh

it was of crinmson cloth, though a good deal soil ed,
lined with bright yellow, and as he could transfer it
fromone shoulder to the other, or at his pleasure draw it
all around him its width, contrasted with its want of

| ongitude, formed a fantastic piece of drapery.

He had thin silver bracelets upon his arns, and on his
neck a collar of the sane nmetal bearing the inscription
" “Wanba, the son of Wtless, is the thrall of

Cedric of Rotherwood.'' This personage had the

same sort of sandals with his conpani on, but instead

of the roll of |eather thong, his |legs were

cased in a sort of gaiters, of which one was red

and the other yellow. He was provided also with

a cap, having around it nore than one bell, about

the size of those attached to hawks, which jingled

as he turned his head to one side or other; and as

he sel domrenmained a mnute in the sanme posture,

the sound mi ght be considered as incessant. Around

the edge of this cap was a stiff bandeau of | eather

cut at the top into open work, resenbling a coronet,
whil e a prolonged bag arose fromwthin it,

and fell down on one shoul der |ike an ol d-fashi oned



ni ghtcap, or a jelly-bag, or the head-gear of a
nmodern hussar. It was to this part of the cap that
the bells were attached; which circunstance, as

wel|l as the shape of his head-dress, and his own

hal f -crazed, hal f-cunni ng expression of countenance,
sufficiently pointed himout as belonging to

the race of donestic clowns or jesters, maintained
in the houses of the wealthy, to help away the
tedi um of those |ingering hours which they were
obliged to spend within doors. He bore, like his
compani on, a scrip, attached to his belt, but had
nei ther horn nor knife, being probably considered
as belonging to a class whomit is esteened dangerous
to intrust with edge-tools. In place of these,

he was equi pped with a sword of lath, resenbling
that with which Harl equin operates his wonders

upon t he nodern stage.

The outward appearance of these two nen forned

scarce a stronger contrast than their | ook and
deneanour. That of the serf, or bondsman, was

sad and sullen; his aspect was bent on the ground
with an appearance of deep dejection, which m ght

be al nost construed into apathy, had not the fire

whi ch occasionally sparkled in his red eye manifested
that there slunbered, under the appearance of

sul l en despondency, a sense of oppression, and a disposition
to resistance. The |ooks of Wanba, on

the other hand, indicated, as usual with his class,

a sort of vacant curiosity, and fidgetty inpatience
of any posture of repose, together with the utnost

sel f-satisfaction respecting his own situation, and

t he appearance whi ch he nade. The di al ogue which



t hey mai ntai ned between them was carried on in
Angl o- Saxon, which, as we said before, was universally
spoken by the inferior classes, excepting

the Norman sol diers, and the inmedi ate persona
dependants of the great feudal nobles. But to give
their conversation in the original would convey but
little information to the nodern reader, for whose

benefit we beg to offer the followi ng translation:

"“The curse of St Wthold upon these inferna

porkers!'' said the swine-herd, after blowi ng his

horn obstreperously, to collect together the scattered
herd of swi ne, which, answering his call with

notes equal ly nel odi ous, nade, however, no haste

to renmove thensel ves fromthe | uxurious banquet

of beech-nmast and acorns on which they had fattened,

or to forsake the marshy banks of the rivulet,

where several of them half plunged in nud,

lay stretched at their ease, altogether regardl ess of
the voice of their keeper. “~“The curse of St Wthold
upon them and upon ne!'' said GQurth; “"if the two-Iegged
wol f snap not up sone of themere nightfall

| amno true nan. Here, Fangs! Fangs!'' he

ejacul ated at the top of his voice to a ragged wol fish-1ooki ng
dog, a sort of lurcher, half mastiff, half

greyhound, which ran linping about as if with the

pur pose of seconding his master in collecting the
refractory grunters; but which, in fact, from m sapprehension
of the swine-herd's signals, ignorance

of his own duty, or malice prepense, only drove

them hither and thither, and increased the evil which

he seened to design to renedy. "~ A devil draw

the teeth of him'' said Gurth, ~~and the nother of



m schi ef confound the Ranger of the forest, that cuts
the foreclaws off our dogs, and makes them unfit

for their trade!* Wanba, up and help ne an thou

* Note A. The Ranger of the Forest, that cuts the fore-claws

* of f our dogs.

beest a man; take a turn round the back o' the
hill to gain the wind on them and when thous't
got the weat her-gage, thou nayst drive them before

thee as gently as so nmany innocent |anbs.'

T Truly, said Wanmba, without stirring fromthe

spot, "I have consulted nmy |legs upon this matter

and they are altogether of opinion, that to carry

my gay garnents through these sl oughs, would be

an act of unfriendship to ny sovereign person and

royal wardrobe; wherefore, GQurth, | advise thee

to call off Fangs, and | eave the herd to their destiny,
whi ch, whether they neet with bands of travelling

sol diers, or of outlaws, or of wandering

pilgrims, can be little else than to be converted into

Nor mans before nmorning, to thy no small ease

and confort.''

" The swine turned Normans to ny confort!'
gquoth Qurth; "~ “expound that to ne, Wanba, for
my brainis too dull, and my mnd too vexed, to

read riddles.'

"Wy, how call you those grunting brutes running

about on their four legs? ' denanded Wanba.



"Swine, fool, swine,'' said the herd, " “every fool knows that.'

"“And swine is good Saxon,'' said the Jester
““but how call you the sow when she is flayed,
and drawn, and quartered, and hung up by the heels,

like a traitor?

““Pork,'' answered the sw ne-herd.

"I amvery glad every fool knows that too, sai d
Wanba, "~ “and pork, | think, is good Norman-French
and so when the brute lives, and is in the charge
of a Saxon slave, she goes by her Saxon nang;

but becomes a Norman, and is called pork

when she is carried to the Castle-hall to feast anong

t he nobles what dost thou think of this, friend GQurth, ha?'

"It is but too true doctrine, friend Wanba,

however it got into thy fool's pate.'

"Nay, | can tell you nore,'' said Wanmba, in the
same tone; "““there is old A derman Ox continues
to hold his Saxon epithet, while he is under the
charge of serfs and bondsmen such as thou, but becones
Beef, a fiery French gallant, when he arrives

before the worshipful jaws that are destined to
consurme him Mnheer Calf, too, becones Mnsieur

de Veau in the like manner; he is Saxon when

he requires tendance, and takes a Nornman nane

when he becones matter of enjoynent.'

"By St Dunstan,'' answered Gurth, "“thou speakest
but sad truths; little is left to us but the air

we breathe, and that appears to have been reserved



with much hesitation, solely for the purpose of
enabling us to endure the tasks they |lay upon our

shoul ders. The finest and the fattest is for their
board; the loveliest is for their couch; the best

and bravest supply their foreign masters with sol diers,
and whiten distant lands with their bones,

| eaving few here who have either will or the power

to protect the unfortunate Saxon. God's bl essing

on our master Cedric, he hath done the work of a

man in standing in the gap; but Reginald Front-de-B<oe>uf
is comng down to this country in person

and we shall soon see how little Cedric's trouble

will avail him---Here, here, he excl ai ned agai n,
raising his voice, ~~So ho! so ho! well done, Fangs!
thou hast themall before thee now, and bring' st

them on bravely, lad.'

“‘@urth,'' said the Jester, "I know thou thinkest
me a fool, or thou woul dst not be so rash in
putting thy head into ny nouth. One word to

Regi nal d Front - de-B<oe>uf, or Philip de Mal voi sin,
that thou hast spoken treason agai nst the Nornman,
---and thou art but a cast-away sw neherd, ---thou
woul dst waver on one of these trees as a terror to

all evil speakers against dignities.'

"Dog, thou woul dst not betray nme,'' said Gurth,

““after having led ne on to speak so nuch at di sadvant age?’

"“Betray thee!'' answered the Jester; "~ no, that
were the trick of a wise man; a fool cannot half so
well help hinmself---but soft, whom have we here?

he said, listening to the tranpling of several horses



whi ch becane then audi bl e.

"“Never mind whom'' answered Gurth, who had
now got his herd before him and, with the aid of
Fangs, was driving them down one of the | ong dim

vi stas whi ch we have endeavoured to descri be.

"Nay, but | nust see the riders,'' answered
Wanba; " perhaps they are cone from Fairy-I|and

with a nessage from King Goheron.'

"“A nurrain take thee, rej oi ned the sw ne-herd;
““wilt thou talk of such things, while a terrible
storm of thunder and lightning is raging within a
few mles of us? Hark, how the thunder runbl es!

and for sunmer rain, | never saw such broad downri ght
flat drops fall out of the clouds; the oaks, too,

not wi t hst andi ng the cal m weat her, sob and creak

with their great boughs as if announcing a tenpest.
Thou canst play the rational if thou wilt; credit

me for once, and let us honme ere the storm begins

to rage, for the night will be fearful .’

Wanba seened to feel the force of this appeal

and acconpani ed his conpani on, who began his

journey after catching up a long quarter-staff which
I ay upon the grass beside him This second Eunxae>us
strode hastily down the forest glade, driving

before him with the assistance of Fangs,

the whol e herd of his inharnoni ous charge.

CHAPTER 1 |



A Monk there was, a fayre for the maistrie,
An outrider that |oved venerie;

A manly man, to be an Abbot abl e,

Full many a daintie horse had he in stable:
And whan he rode, nmen night his bridle hear
G ngeling in a whistling wind as cl ear

And eke as loud, as doth the chapell bell
There as this lord was keeper of the cell

Chaucer.

Not wi t hst andi ng t he occasi onal exhortation

and chiding of his conpanion, the noise of the
horsenen's feet continuing to approach, \Wanba

coul d not be prevented fromlingering occasionally

on the road, upon every pretence which occurred;

now catching fromthe hazel a cluster of half-ripe
nuts, and now turning his head to leer after a cottage
mai den who crossed their path. The horsenen,

t herefore, soon overtook themon the road.

Their nunbers anounted to ten men, of whom

the two who rode forenost seened to be persons

of considerable inportance, and the others their
attendants. It was not difficult to ascertain the
condition and character of one of these personages.
He was obvi ously an ecclesiastic of high rank; his
dress was that of a Cistercian Mnk, but conposed
of materials rmuch finer than those which the

rule of that order admtted. H's mantle and hood
were of the best Flanders cloth, and fell in anple,

and not ungraceful folds, around a handsone,



