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@l liver's Travel s
into Several Renpte Nations of the Wrld

by Jonathan Swift

THE PUBLI SHER TO THE READER

[As given in the original edition.]

The aut hor of these Travels, M. Lenuel Gulliver, is ny ancient
and intimate friend; there is |ikew se sonme relation between us
on the nother's side. About three years ago, M. Qlliver
growi ng weary of the concourse of curious people conming to him at
his house in Redriff, made a small purchase of land, with a
conveni ent house, near Newark, in Nottinghanshire, his native
country; where he now lives retired, yet in good esteem anong his

nei ghbours.

Al though M. Gulliver was born in Nottinghanshire, where his
father dwelt, yet | have heard himsay his fanily cane from
Oxfordshire; to confirmwhich, | have observed in the churchyard
at Banbury in that county, several tonbs and nmonunments of the

@l livers

Before he quitted Redriff, he left the custody of the follow ng
papers in ny hands, with the liberty to dispose of them as
should think fit. | have carefully perused themthree tines

The style is very plain and sinple; and the only fault | find is,
that the author, after the manner of travellers, is alittle too
circunstantial. There is an air of truth apparent through the
whol e; and indeed the author was so distinguished for his

veracity, that it becanme a sort of proverb anmong his nei ghbours



at Redriff, when any one affirned a thing, to say, it was as true

as if M. Glliver had spoken it.

By the advice of several worthy persons, to whom wth the

aut hor's permnission, | conmuni cated these papers, | now venture
to send theminto the world, hoping they nay be, at |least for
some time, a better entertainment to our young nobl emen, than the

comon scribbles of politics and party.

This volume woul d have been at least twice as large, if | had not
made bold to strike out innunerable passages relating to the

wi nds and tides, as well as to the variations and bearings in the
several voyages, together with the m nute descriptions of the
managenent of the ship in storms, in the style of sailors;

i kewi se the account of |ongitudes and | atitudes; wherein | have
reason to apprehend, that M. Qulliver may be a little
dissatisfied. But | was resolved to fit the work as nuch as
possible to the general capacity of readers. However, if my own
i gnorance in sea affairs shall have led ne to commit some

m stakes, | al one am answerable for them And if any traveller
hath a curiosity to see the whole work at large, as it came from

the hands of the author, | will be ready to gratify him

As for any further particulars relating to the author, the reader

will receive satisfaction fromthe first pages of the book

Rl CHARD SYMPSON

A LETTER FROM CAPTAI N GULLIVER TO HI S COUSI N SYMPSON

VWRI TTEN IN THE YEAR 1727



I hope you will be ready to own publicly, whenever you shall be
called to it, that by your great and frequent urgency you
prevailed on me to publish a very | oose and uncorrect account of
my travels, with directions to hire sone young gentl eman of
either university to put themin order, and correct the style, as
my cousin Danpier did, by nmy advice, in his book called "A Voyage
round the world.” But | do not renenber | gave you power to
consent that any thing should be onmitted, and nuch | ess that any
thing should be inserted; therefore, as to the latter, | do here
renounce every thing of that kind; particularly a paragraph about
her maj esty Queen Anne, of nost pious and gl orious nenory;

al though | did reverence and esteem her nore than any of human
species. But you, or your interpolator, ought to have
considered, that it was not nmy inclination, so was it not decent
to praise any animal of our conposition before ny naster
HOUYHNHNM  And besi des, the fact was altogether false; for to ny
know edge, being in England during sone part of her mgjesty's
reign, she did govern by a chief mnister; nay even by two
successively, the first whereof was the |ord of Godol phin, and
the second the lord of Oxford; so that you have nade ne say the
thing that was not. Likewi se in the account of the acadeny of
projectors, and several passages of ny discourse to ny master
HOUYHNHNM you have either omitted sone material circunstances,
or minced or changed themin such a manner, that | do hardly know
my own work. When | formerly hinted to you sonething of this in
a letter, you were pleased to answer that you were afraid of
giving offence; that people in power were very watchful over the
press, and apt not only to interpret, but to punish every thing
whi ch | ooked like an INNUENDO (as | think you call it). But,
pray how could that which | spoke so many years ago, and at about
five thousand | eagues di stance, in another reign, be applied to

any of the YAHOOS, who now are said to govern the herd;



especially at atinme when | little thought, or feared, the
unhappi ness of |iving under then? Have not | the nost reason to
compl ain, when | see these very YAHOOS carried by HOUYHNHNMS in a
vehicle, as if they were brutes, and those the rationa

creatures? And indeed to avoid so nonstrous and detestable a

si ght was one principal notive of ny retirenent hither

Thus much | thought proper to tell you in relation to yourself,

and to the trust | reposed in you.

I do, in the next place, conplain of my own great want of
judgnent, in being prevail ed upon by the entreaties and fal se
reasoni ng of you and sone others, very nuch agai nst ny own
opinion, to suffer ny travels to be published. Pray bring to
your mnd how often | desired you to consider, when you insisted
on the notive of public good, that the YAHOOS were a speci es of
animals utterly incapabl e of anendnent by precept or exanpl e:
and so it has proved; for, instead of seeing a full stop put to
al | abuses and corruptions, at least in this little island, as
had reason to expect; behold, after above six nonths warning, |
cannot |l earn that nmy book has produced one single effect
according to ny intentions. | desired you would I et ne know, by
a letter, when party and faction were extingui shed; judges

| earned and upright; pleaders honest and nodest, with sone
tincture of common sense, and Smithfield blazing with pyram ds of
| aw books; the young nobility's education entirely changed; the
physi ci ans bani shed; the fenal e YAHOOS abounding in virtue,
honour, truth, and good sense; courts and | evees of great

m ni sters thoroughly weeded and swept; wit, nerit, and | earning
rewarded; all disgracers of the press in prose and verse
condemed to eat nothing but their own cotton, and quench their
thirst with their own ink. These, and a thousand ot her

reformations, | firmy counted upon by your encouragenent; as



i ndeed they were plainly deduci ble fromthe precepts delivered in
my book. And it nust be owned, that seven nonths were a
sufficient time to correct every vice and folly to which YAHOOS
are subject, if their natures had been capabl e of the |east

di sposition to virtue or wisdom Yet, so far have you been from
answering my expectation in any of your letters; that on the
contrary you are |loading our carrier every week with libels, and
keys, and reflections, and nenoirs, and second parts; wherein
see nyself accused of reflecting upon great state folk; of
degradi ng human nature (for so they have still the confidence to
style it), and of abusing the female sex. | find likew se that
the witers of those bundles are not agreed anong thensel ves; for
some of themw Il not allow nme to be the author of ny own
travel s; and others make ne aut hor of books to which I am wholly

a stranger.

I find likew se that your printer has been so careless as to
confound the tinmes, and mistake the dates, of ny several voyages
and returns; neither assigning the true year, nor the true nonth,
nor day of the nonth: and | hear the original manuscript is al
destroyed since the publication of ny book; neither have | any
copy left: however, | have sent you sonme corrections, which you
may insert, if ever there should be a second edition: and yet |
cannot stand to them but shall |leave that matter to ny judicious

and candid readers to adjust it as they please.

| hear some of our sea YAHOOS find fault with nmy sea-language, as
not proper in many parts, nor nowin use. | cannot help it. In
my first voyages, while | was young, | was instructed by the

ol dest mariners, and |learned to speak as they did. But | have
since found that the sea YAHOOS are apt, like the land ones, to
becone newfangled in their words, which the latter change every

year; insonmuch, as | remenber upon each return to ny own country



their old dialect was so altered, that | could hardly understand
the new. And | observe, when any YAHOO cones from London out of
curiosity to visit ne at ny house, we neither of us are able to

deliver our conceptions in a manner intelligible to the other

If the censure of the YAHOOS could any way affect ne, | should
have great reason to conplain, that some of themare so bold as
to think my book of travels a mere fiction out of mne own brain,
and have gone so far as to drop hints, that the HOUYHNHNVS and

YAHOOS have no nore existence than the inhabitants of U opia.

Indeed | rnust confess, that as to the people of LILLIPUT,

BROBDI NGRAG (for so the word shoul d have been spelt, and not
erroneously BROBDI NGNAG), and LAPUTA, | have never yet heard of
any YAHOO so presunptuous as to dispute their being, or the facts
I have related concerning them because the truth i mediately
strikes every reader with conviction. And is there |less
probability in ny account of the HOUYHNHNMS or YAHOOS, when it is
mani fest as to the latter, there are so many thousands even in
this country, who only differ fromtheir brother brutes in
HOUYHNHNMLAND, because they use a sort of jabber, and do not go
naked? | wote for their amendnent, and not their approbation
The united praise of the whole race would be of | ess consequence
to ne, than the neighing of those two degenerate HOUYHNHNMS |
keep in my stable; because fromthese, degenerate as they are, |

still inprove in sone virtues without any m xture of vice.

Do these niserable aninmals presune to think, that I am so
degenerated as to defend ny veracity? YAHOO as | am it is well
known through all HOUYHNHNMLAND, that, by the instructions and
exanple of ny illustrious naster, | was able in the conpass of
two years (although |I confess with the utnost difficulty) to

renove that infernal habit of |lying, shuffling, deceiving, and



equi vocating, so deeply rooted in the very souls of all ny

speci es; especially the Europeans.

| have other conplaints to make upon this vexati ous occasion; but
| forbear troubling nyself or you any further. | nust freely
confess, that since nmy last return, sone corruptions of ny YAHOO
nature have revived in ne by conversing with a few of your
species, and particularly those of ny own famly, by an

unavoi dabl e necessity; else | should never have attenpted so
absurd a project as that of reformng the YAHOO race in this

ki ngdom But | have now done with all such visionary schenes for

ever.

APRIL 2, 1727

PART |I. A VOYAGE TO LI LLI PUT.

CHAPTER |

[ The author gives sone account of hinself and famly. H's first
i nducenents to travel. He is shipwecked, and swins for his
life. Gets safe on shore in the country of Lilliput; is made a

prisoner, and carried up the country.]

My father had a small estate in Nottinghanshire: | was the third
of five sons. He sent ne to Enanuel College in Canbridge at

fourteen years old, where | resided three years, and applied



mysel f close to ny studies; but the charge of naintaining ne,

al though I had a very scanty all owance, being too great for a
narrow fortune, | was bound apprentice to M. Janes Bates, an

em nent surgeon in London, with whom | continued four years. M
father now and then sending nme snmall suns of noney, | laid them
out in |earning navigation, and other parts of the mathematics,

useful to those who intend to travel, as | always believed it

woul d be, some time or other, my fortune to do. Wen | left M.
Bates, | went down to ny father: where, by the assistance of him
and ny uncle John, and sone other relations, | got forty pounds,

and a pronmise of thirty pounds a year to maintain nme at Leyden
there | studied physic two years and seven nonths, knowing it

woul d be useful in |ong voyages.

Soon after nmy return from Leyden, | was reconmended by nmy good
master, M. Bates, to be surgeon to the Swallow, Captain Abraham
Pannel , commander; with whom | continued three years and a half,
maki ng a voyage or two into the Levant, and sone other parts.
When | cane back | resolved to settle in London; to which M.
Bates, ny master, encouraged ne, and by himI| was recomended to
several patients. | took part of a small house in the Od Jewy;
and being advised to alter ny condition, | married Ms. Mry
Burton, second daughter to M. Ednmund Burton, hosier, in

Newgat e-street, with whom | received four hundred pounds for a

portion.

But nmy good nmaster Bates dying in two years after, and | having
few friends, ny business began to fail; for nmy consci ence woul d
not suffer ne to inmtate the bad practice of too nany anong ny
brethren. Having therefore consulted with ny wife, and sonme of
my acquai ntance, | determined to go again to sea. | was surgeon
successively in tw ships, and nade several voyages, for six

years, to the East and West Indies, by which | got sone addition



to ny fortune. M hours of leisure | spent in reading the best
aut hors, ancient and nodern, being always provided with a good
nunber of books; and when | was ashore, in observing the manners
and di spositions of the people, as well as learning their

| anguage; wherein | had a great facility, by the strength of ny

menory.

The | ast of these voyages not proving very fortunate, | grew
weary of the sea, and intended to stay at honme with ny wife and
famly. | renmoved fromthe Od Jewy to Fetter Lane, and from
thence to Wappi ng, hoping to get business anmpong the sailors; but
it would not turn to account. After three years expectation that
things would nend, | accepted an advantageous offer from Captain
WIlliam Prichard, master of the Antel ope, who was naki ng a voyage
to the South Sea. W set sail fromBristol, My 4, 1699, and our

voyage was at first very prosperous

It would not be proper, for some reasons, to trouble the reader
with the particulars of our adventures in those seas; let it
suffice to informhim that in our passage fromthence to the
East Indies, we were driven by a violent stormto the north-west
of Van Diemen's Land. By an observation, we found ourselves in
the latitude of 30 degrees 2 minutes south. Twelve of our crew
were dead by i nmmoderate | abour and ill food; the rest were in a
very weak condition. On the 5th of Novenber, which was the

begi nning of sunmmer in those parts, the weather being very hazy,
the seanmen spied a rock within half a cable's Iength of the ship;
but the wind was so strong, that we were driven directly upon it,
and i medi ately split. Six of the crew, of whom | was one,
having | et down the boat into the sea, nade a shift to get clear
of the ship and the rock. W rowed, by ny conputation, about
three | eagues, till we were able to work no | onger, being already

spent with [ abour while we were in the ship. W therefore



trusted ourselves to the nercy of the waves, and in about half an
hour the boat was overset by a sudden flurry fromthe north.

What became of ny conpanions in the boat, as well as of those who
escaped on the rock, or were left in the vessel, | cannot tell

but conclude they were all lost. For nmy own part, | swam as
fortune directed me, and was pushed forward by wi nd and tide.
often let nmy legs drop, and could feel no bottom but when | was
al rost gone, and able to struggle no longer, | found nyself
within ny depth; and by this tinme the stormwas nuch abated. The
declivity was so snmall, that | walked near a mle before | got to
the shore, which | conjectured was about eight o' clock in the
evening. | then advanced forward near half a nmile, but could not
di scover any sign of houses or inhabitants; at least | was in so
weak a condition, that | did not observe them | was extrenely
tired, and with that, and the heat of the weather, and about half
a pint of brandy that | drank as | left the ship, | found nyself
much inclined to sleep. | lay down on the grass, which was very
short and soft, where |I slept sounder than ever | renmenbered to
have done in nmy life, and, as | reckoned, about nine hours; for
when | awaked, it was just day-light. | attenpted to rise, but
was not able to stir: for, as | happened to lie on ny back, |
found ny arns and | egs were strongly fastened on each side to the
ground; and ny hair, which was long and thick, tied down in the
same manner. | likewise felt several slender |igatures across ny
body, fromny armpits to nmy thighs. | could only | ook upwards;
the sun began to grow hot, and the Iight offended ny eyes.

heard a confused noi se about me; but in the posture | lay, could
see nothing except the sky. In alittle tine | felt something
alive noving on ny left leg, which advancing gently forward over
my breast, came alnost up to nmy chin; when, bending ny eyes
downwards as nmuch as | could, | perceived it to be a human
creature not six inches high, with a bow and arrow i n his hands,

and a quiver at his back. In the nmean time, | felt at |east



forty nore of the sane kind (as | conjectured) follow ng the
first. I was in the utnost astoni shment, and roared so |oud, that
they all ran back in a fright; and sone of them as | was
afterwards told, were hurt with the falls they got by | eaping
fromny sides upon the ground. However, they soon returned, and
one of them who ventured so far as to get a full sight of ny
face, lifting up his hands and eyes by way of admiration, cried
out in a shrill but distinct voice, HEKINAH DEGUL: the others
repeated the sane words several tinmes, but then | knew not what
they neant. | lay all this while, as the reader nmay believe, in
great uneasiness. At length, struggling to get |oose, | had the
fortune to break the strings, and wench out the pegs that
fastened nmy left armto the ground; for, by lifting it up to ny
face, | discovered the nmethods they had taken to bind nme, and at
the sane tine with a violent pull, which gave nme excessive pain,
| alittle | oosened the strings that tied down ny hair on the
left side, so that | was just able to turn ny head about two
inches. But the creatures ran off a second tinme, before | could
sei ze them whereupon there was a great shout in a very shril
accent, and after it ceased | heard one of themcry aloud TOLGO
PHONAC, when in an instant | felt above a hundred arrows

di scharged on ny | eft hand, which, pricked ne |ike so nmany

needl es; and besi des, they shot another flight into the air, as
we do bonbs in Europe, whereof many, | suppose, fell on nmy body,
(though | felt themnot), and sone on ny face, which |

i medi ately covered with ny left hand. When this shower of
arrows was over, | fell a groaning with grief and pain; and then
striving again to get |oose, they discharged another volley

| arger than the first, and some of themattenpted with spears to
stick ne in the sides; but by good luck I had on a buff jerkin,
whi ch they could not pierce. | thought it the nost prudent
method to lie still, and ny design was to continue so till night,

when, ny left hand being already |oose, | could easily free



mysel f: and as for the inhabitants, | had reason to believe

m ght be a match for the greatest arny they could bring against
me, if they were all of the sanme size with himthat | saw  But
fortune di sposed otherwi se of nme. Wen the people observed | was
qui et, they discharged no nore arrows; but, by the noise | heard,
I knew their nunbers increased; and about four yards from ne,
over against ny right ear, | heard a knocking for above an hour
like that of people at work; when turning my head that way, as
well as the pegs and strings would permt ne, | saw a stage
erected about a foot and a half fromthe ground, capabl e of
hol di ng four of the inhabitants, with two or three | adders to
mount it: from whence one of them who seemed to be a person of
quality, nade ne a |ong speech, whereof | understood not one
syllable. But | should have mentioned, that before the principa
person began his oration, he cried out three tinmes, LANGRO DEHUL
SAN (these words and the forner were afterwards repeated and

expl ained to ne); whereupon, inmediately, about fifty of the

i nhabitants canme and cut the strings that fastened the left side
of nmy head, which gave nme the liberty of turning it to the right,

and of observing the person and gesture of himthat was to speak.

He appeared to be of a mddle age, and taller than any of the
other three who attended him whereof one was a page that held up
his train, and seened to be sonewhat |onger than ny niddle
finger; the other two stood one on each side to support him He
acted every part of an orator, and | coul d observe nmany periods
of threatenings, and others of promises, pity, and ki ndness. |
answered in a few words, but in the nost subnissive manner,
lifting up ny left hand, and both nmy eyes to the sun, as calling
himfor a witness; and being al nost fam shed with hunger, having
not eaten a norsel for sonme hours before | left the ship, I found
the demands of nature so strong upon ne, that | could not forbear

showi ng ny inpatience (perhaps against the strict rules of



decency) by putting nmy finger frequently to nmy nouth, to signify
that | wanted food. The HURGO (for so they call a great lord, as
| afterwards |earnt) understood nme very well. He descended from
the stage, and conmmanded that several |adders should be applied
to ny sides, on which above a hundred of the inhabitants nmounted
and wal ked towards ny nouth, |aden with baskets full of neat,

whi ch had been provided and sent thither by the king's orders,
upon the first intelligence he received of me. | observed there
was the flesh of several animals, but could not distinguish them
by the taste. There were shoul ders, |egs, and | oins, shaped like
those of mutton, and very well dressed, but snaller than the
wings of alark. | ate themby two or three at a nouthful, and

took three | oaves at a tinme, about the bigness of nusket bullets.

They supplied ne as fast as they could, showing a thousand marks
of wonder and astoni shnent at ny bulk and appetite. | then nade
anot her sign, that | wanted drink. They found by ny eating that
a small quantity would not suffice ne; and being a nbst ingenious
peopl e, they slung up, with great dexterity, one of their |argest
hogsheads, then rolled it towards my hand, and beat out the top

| drank it off at a draught, which | mght well do, for it did
not hold half a pint, and tasted |like a snall w ne of Burgundy,
but nuch nore delicious. They brought me a second hogshead,
which | drank in the same manner, and nade signs for nore; but
they had none to give me. Wen | had performed these wonders,
they shouted for joy, and danced upon my breast, repeating
several tinmes as they did at first, HEKINAH DEGUL. They nmde ne
a sign that | should throw down the two hogsheads, but first
war ni ng the people below to stand out of the way, crying al oud,
BORACH MEVOLAH, and when they saw the vessels in the air, there
was a universal shout of HEKINAH DEGUL. | confess | was often
tenpted, while they were passing backwards and forwards on ny

body, to seize forty or fifty of the first that came in ny reach



and dash them agai nst the ground. But the renenbrance of what |
had felt, which probably m ght not be the worst they could do,
and the prom se of honour | made them-for so | interpreted ny
submi ssi ve behavi our--soon drove out these inaginations.

Besi des, | now considered nmyself as bound by the | aws of
hospitality, to a people who had treated ne with so nuch expense
and nagni fi cence. However, in ny thoughts | could not
sufficiently wonder at the intrepidity of these dimnutive
mortal s, who durst venture to nount and wal k upon nmy body, while
one of my hands was at liberty, without trenbling at the very
sight of so prodigious a creature as | nust appear to them

After sone tinme, when they observed that | made no nore denands
for nmeat, there appeared before ne a person of high rank fromhis
imperial majesty. H s excellency, having mounted on the snmall of
my right |leg, advanced forwards up to ny face, with about a dozen
of his retinue; and producing his credentials under the signet
royal, which he applied close to ny eyes, spoke about ten minutes
wi t hout any signs of anger, but with a kind of determ nate

resol ution, often pointing forwards, which, as | afterwards
found, was towards the capital city, about half a nile distant;
whither it was agreed by his majesty in council that |I nust be
conveyed. | answered in few words, but to no purpose, and nade a
sign with my hand that was | oose, putting it to the other (but
over his excellency's head for fear of hurting himor his train)
and then to ny own head and body, to signify that | desired ny
liberty. 1t appeared that he understood ne well enough, for he
shook his head by way of disapprobation, and held his hand in a
posture to show that | nust be carried as a prisoner. However,
he nade other signs to let ne understand that | should have neat
and drink enough, and very good treatnment. \Wereupon | once nore
t hought of attenpting to break ny bonds; but again, when | felt
the smart of their arrows upon ny face and hands, which were al

in blisters, and many of the darts still sticking in them and



observing |likew se that the nunber of ny enem es increased,

gave tokens to let them know that they night do with nme what they
pl eased. Upon this, the HURGO and his train withdrew, with nuch
civility and cheerful countenances. Soon after | heard a genera
shout, with frequent repetitions of the words PEPLOM SELAN; and
felt great nunbers of people on ny left side relaxing the cords
to such a degree, that | was able to turn upon ny right, and to
ease nyself with nmaking water; which | very plentifully did, to
the great astonishnment of the people; who, conjecturing by ny
nmotion what | was going to do, i mediately opened to the right
and left on that side, to avoid the torrent, which fell w th such
noi se and violence fromnme. But before this, they had daubed ny
face and both ny hands with a sort of ointnent, very pleasant to
the snell, which, in a few ninutes, renoved all the smart of
their arrows. These circunstances, added to the refreshment |
had received by their victuals and drink, which were very

nouri shing, disposed me to sleep. | slept about eight hours, as
I was afterwards assured; and it was no wonder, for the
physicians, by the enperor's order, had mingled a sleepy potion

in the hogsheads of wi ne.

It seenms, that upon the first nonent | was discovered sl eeping on
the ground, after ny |anding, the enperor had early notice of it
by an express; and deternined in council, that | should be tied
in the manner | have related, (which was done in the night while
| slept;) that plenty of nmeat and drink should be sent to me, and

a machine prepared to carry nme to the capital city.

This resol uti on perhaps nay appear very bold and dangerous, and

am confident would not be imtated by any prince in Europe on the
Ii ke occasion. However, in ny opinion, it was extrenely prudent,
as well as generous: for, supposing these people had endeavoured

to kill me with their spears and arrows, while | was asleep, |



