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I I ave you ever hopped out of bed on a chilly
morning and felt that the floor beneath your

feet must be made of ice? You would get the same
feeling if you stayed at a certain hotel in Jukkasjrvi,
Sweden, but there would be a good reason for it.
At Icehotel, everything, including the walls, floors,
and furniture, 1s actually made of ice and snow.

Icehotel was conceived in 1989 when an am-
bitious group of businesspeople came up with a
novel i1dea to entice visitors to their frozen little
town, located just within the Arctic Circle, during
the darkest part of winter.

They built a 100-square-foot igloo and filled
it with elaborate ice sculptures and art. The project
was a huge success and several travelers slept over-
night in the structure. This gave the founders an-
other idea. They expanded the igloo, and today it
is called Icehotel. In 2001, more than 43,000 people
visited Icehotel.

Each November, a brand-new hotel is built,
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and each spring, the old one melts. It requires
3.000 tons of ice and 30,000 cublic meters of snow
to build the massive ice palace. The indoor tem-
perature at Icehotel is about 30°F, which may seem
extremely cold until you compare it with the out-
side temperature of -35°F. The extraordinary ice
structure has 60 bedrooms, a lavish reception area,
a fantastic ice art exhibit, a cinema, an ice chapel
where marriages are performed, and a world-fa-
mous ice bar. All of the serving glasses in the ice
bar are squares of ice cut from the Torne River,
with drilled holes to hold a beverage. No need for
a dishwasher here.

The hotel is formed over a steel frame to pre-
vent collapse. Ice columns as tall as 1,500 feet sup-
port the structure. Giant blocks of ice cut from the
river with ice saws are dragged by tractor to make
ice walls. The fast-running Torne River produces
crystal-clear, sparkling ice.

Finally, when the outside 1s built, the “inte-
rior decorators” are called in. A hand-selected group
of artists cuts, hacks, chisels, and carves ice blocks
into beds, desks, window frames, lamps, tables, and
artwork. The artists vary each year so that no two
Icehotels look the same.

Icehotel 1s open four months of the year, dur-
ing which time visitors can marvel at the magical
splendor as they wander slowly from room to room.

Visitors must pay an entrance fee to view the sculp-
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tures and building. A stay at the ho-
tel will cost you almost $3,000.

Spring arrives in April, and
Icehotel slowly begins to melt as the
days get warmer. Everyone rushes
to save as much ice and snow as
possible for the next year. A giant
freezer, more than 3,000 feet wide,
has been built to store the ice. Dur-
ing the warm months, visitors are
allowed into the freezer to view the
1ce art. In 2001, six igloos were built
inside the freezer and rented to over-
night guests.

A stay at Icehotel is one that
will be frozen in your memory

forever.
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Archipelago (ar-keh-PEL-ah-goh): A large group of islands.
ﬁ I% . EI] _k }ﬂl- 5 '-“5 o

Arctic Circle: Northern latitude, located at about 66°33'.
The sun does not set here on the summer solstice (on or
about June 21) or rise on the winter solstice (on or about
December 21).

LR . 1% 66°33', EEEMRRE (KLAE6 B 21
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European Union: International association made up of
European countries with similar political and economic
Interests.
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Riksdag (REEKS-dahg): Swedish parliament.
Riksdag: ImSEMILE.

Scandinavian Peninsula: Landmass in northeastern
Europe, encompassing the countries of Norway, Sweden,

and Finland, and a section of northwestern Russia.
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7 a long and colorful history; a land whem W"'_
have had equal rights since Viking times: a land where
people love to hike and fish, canoe, and camp. This

was, and is, Sweden.

Slightly larger than California, Sweden is a
long, narrow, heavily forested country. Although
the Scandinavian mountain range lies to the west,
most of the country has an altitude of less than
1,000 feet.

Sweden is part of the Scandinavian Peninsula.
About half of Sweden’s boundaries are on water —
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The Dalahorse: Symbol of Sweden

alahdsten. Dalahast. Dalahorse. No matter
D how it is spelled, the carved wooden
dalahorse is a fine example of Swedish folk art. It
has laid claim to being everything from a mythical
symbol to a child’s toy, from a substitute for money
to the symbol of a nation.

In Sweden, horses have always been
important. For the people, they were beasts of bur-
den and friends, but in Nordic mythology, horses
were the property of the gods. The eight-legged

- horse, Sleipner, carried Odin between the realms
of spirit and matter. But the Christian religion did
not agree with the notion of revering a horse.

These wooden horses originated in the
Dalarna province of central Sweden. Some people
believe that furniture carvers used scrap lumber to
carve these tailless horses for their children. Oth-
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- the Baltic Sea to the east and the North Sea t

North of the Arctic Circle is an area with a unique
culture. Often referred to as “the Land of the Midnight
Sun,” it 1s home to the Sami, a people once called
Lapps. They have lived there since prehistoric times,
and although many are no longer nomadic, they have

retained their own language and customs, and much of

their traditional way of life.

The Swedes have a long history as seafarers —
not surprising when you consider that Sweden has a
4,700-mile-long coastline. By 800 A.D., the Vikings

ers think that lumberjacks carved them
around their open fires at night.
Dalahorses were also used for barter.
In 1716, King Charles XII of Sweden was
fighting a war. Many of his soldiers were
stationed in private homes. Tradition tells
us that one soldier not only carved a
dalahorse in exchange for a bowl of soup
but was also the first to paint one. He used
red paint, a byproduct of the iron mining in
the area. He added the religious kurbit, or
vine designs, as a saddle. When other sol-
diers saw his success, they also carved and
painted horses in exchange for food. The
dalahorse 1s credited, in part, with the
army’s surviving the cruel winter. Later,
peddlers and travelers also used the
dalahorse to barter for food and lodging.
Whether it stands a single inch or 22
feet tall, no matter what it 1s called, the
dalahorse is a symbol of Sweden.
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stars to navigate, and even traveled as far as
Newfoundland, Canada.
In the Middle Ages, 95 percent of the popula-

tion were peasants. They ruled themselves through
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explaratmns S kzlllful shlpbullders they used the |

10,000 B.C. As ice begins to recede, the first
hunting and fishing villages are established in south-
ern Sweden.
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A.D. 800-1100 Viking explorers, traders, and
pirates dominate the Atlantic Ocean.
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829 Christianity is introduced.
2270 829 S BEEHG | Adnit

1252 Stockholm is founded.
1252 5 HrfEEf /R BETH A 2 3T,

1389-1521 Denmark, Sweden, and Norway are
joined in a union under Danish rule.

12

1398—-1521F F}-F
%, HAERIER,

o T SR B A T — B

1521-1523 Sweden wins its independence from
Denmark. Gustav Vasa becomes king of Sweden.
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1527 The Lutheran Church becomes thelofﬁcial

church of Sweden.
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1630-1720 Sweden is the strongest military power

in northern Europe.
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1719 A new constitution gives more power to the

parliament and takes power from the king.




Gustav Vasa, elected hng in 1523 transformed ”

Sweden into a national state. He concentrated the
power in the hands of the king and made the monar-
chy hereditary in 1544. Gustav Vasa also introduced
Lutheranism to Sweden and turned the church into a
national institution. The Vasa dynasty ended in 1644,
when Queen Kristina abdicated from the throne, con-
verted to Catholicism, and moved to Rome. The kings
of the next dynasty, the House of Palatinate, turned
Sweden into a great military power in northern Eu-
rope between 1658 and 1721. Sweden even founded
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1772 King Gustav III ignores the new constitution
and restores the absolute monarchy.
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1809 The power of the monarchy is further limited
when a new constitution is accepted.
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1860-1890 Large numbers of Swedes immigrate to
the United States because of bad harvests and
unemployment.
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1914 Sweden remains neutral during World War .
1914 F Fr e 56— R KR PR sr,

Ew‘rﬁ#ﬁ EF? 1523 &Wﬁ%@I
it N T — NG —RE K, e H A
E EW O EEPERED B TS, HTF
1544 SFE £ R, [T, MR - B
PRI T BRI LI AEN, Hitxs
2T —NEFUN, R EEAT 16444545
W, A—4F, W BT WL EHE T F41, H
EEBEUN T RER, R, A TH8S, T
— PN EBRSGEEN R E8FEARIE, 74
146 R 1658 & 1721 4E[8], Abfi 140 % Ay
AT AEBRE — N EHRE, B 2R3 T

1941-1943 During World War II, Sweden is

forced to allow German troops to move through
the country, but maintains a policy of neutrality.
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1986 The prime minister of Sweden, Olof
Palme, 1s assassinated.
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1995 Sweden joins the European Union.
1995 5 Im B hNARKH.

2001 The rotating presidency of the European
Union is held by Sweden.
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