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A Summer Day

This is the way the morning dawns:

fWords and Phrases:
dawn [d>n] n. 228, Fim
rosy ['rouzi] adj. BRI,

Rosy tints on flowers and trees,
Winds that wake the birds and bees,

Dewdrops on the fields and lawns —

W)
This is the way the morning dawns. tint [tint] v. 5+ A5 (0 T
brook [bruk] n. /MZ; /|
This is the way the sun comes up: glossy ['glasi] adj. Yt
Gold on brook and glossy leaves, EEp sl
Mist that melts above the sheaves, buttercup ['bAta, kap]

n. BREHY

Vine, and rose, and buttercup —

L

This is the way the sun comes up.

This is the way the river flows:
Here a whirl, and there a dance;
Slowly now, then, like a lance,
Swiftly to the sea it goes —

This is the way the river flows.
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(Words and Phrases:
tinkle ['tinkl] n. 1T 245,

v ORI
bough [bau] n. K1
bend [bend] v. Z5
frown [fraun] v. 45, B4
firefly ['faisflai] n. &k Ht
wink [wink] v. BZHR; A4k

This is the way the rain comes down:
Tinkle, tinkle, drop by drop,
Over roof and chimney top;
Boughs that bend, and skies that frown —

This is the way the rain comes down.

This is the way the birdie sings:
“Baby birdies in the nest,
You I surely love the best;
Over you I fold my wings” —

This is the way the birdie sings.

This is the way the daylight dies:
Cows are lowing in the lane,
Fireflies wink on hill and plain;
Yellow, red, and purple skies —

This is the way the daylight dies.

George Cooper
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Practice

1. Which is the scenery of morning dawns?
A. Fireflies wink on hill and plain.
B. Boughs that bend and skies that frown.
C. Rosy tints on flowers and trees.

D. Cows are lowing in the lane.

2. Which is the scenery of the sun rising?
A. Gold on brook and glossy leaves.
B. The birds sing on the nest.
C. Cows are lowing in the lane.

D. Boughs that bend, and skies that frown.

3. How does the sky change when the daylight dies?
A. Red, yellow, and purple.
B. Purple, yellow, and red.
C. Yellow, purple, and red.
D. Yellow, red, and purple.

Answers

1.C 2.A 3.D
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What the Leaf Said

Once or twice a little leaf was heard to

(Words and Phrases:
twig [twig] n. /MEE, ok
rustle ['rasl] v. fEybybEm

RS
all over i Jz, Fb; FE5H
trembling ['tremblin]

cry and sigh, as leaves often do, when a gentle
wind is blowing. And the twig said, “What is
the matter, little leaf?”

“The wind,” said the leaf, “just told me

that one day it would pull me off, and throw

me on the ground to die.” adi. REH, WA
The twig told it to the branch, and the stripe [straip] v. N4 T
branch told it to the tree. When the tree heard n. 4540

it, it rustled all over, and sent word back to the
trembling leaf.

“Do not be afraid,” it said, “hold on tight,
and you shall not go off till you are ready.”

So the leaf stopped sighing, and went on singing and rustling. It grew all the
summer long till October. And when the bright days of autumn came, the leaf
saw all the leaves around growing very beautiful.

Some were yellow, some were brown, and many were striped with different

colors. Then the leaf asked the tree what this meant.
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The tree said, “All these leaves are getting

fWords and Phrases:
keep on 4k&:
gently ['dzentli] adv. FHHs
fence [fens] n. M2, &

ready to fly away, and they have put on these
colors because of their joy.”
Then the little leaf began to want to go, and

grew very beautifully in thinking of it. When it

was gay in colors, it saw that the branches of the
tree had no bright colors on them.
So the leaf said, “O branch! Why are you
lead-colored while we are all beautiful and golden?”
“We must keep on our working clothes,” said the tree, “for our work is not
yet done; but your clothes are for holidays, because your task is now over.”
Just then a little puff of wind came, and the leaf let go without thinking, and
the wind took it up and turned it over and over.
Then it fell gently down under the edge of the fence, among hundreds of

leaves, and has never waked to tell us what it dreamed about.
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Practice

1.

2,

3.

Why does the little leaf cry and sigh?

A. She was unhappy.

B. Nobody played with her.

C. The wind would pull her off, and throw her on the ground to die.
D. She had no friends.

When do all leaves get ready to fly away?
A. In September.

B. In June.

C. In October.

D. In July.

What is the dream of the little leaf?

A. She dreamed that she put on colorful dress.
B. She dreamed that she was dancing.

C. She dreamed that the wind pulled her off.
D. The passage doesn’t tell us.

Answers

1.

10

CcC 2¢C 3.D
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A Snowstorm

Last night, the cold north wind blew great
fWords and Phrases:

float [flaut] v. Wizl

flock [flok] n. —HF; K&
plume [plu:m] n. }FE
fir [fo:] n. B A4S

nightgown ['naitgaun] n. A<

snow clouds over the sky. Not a star, not a bit
of blue sky could be seen.

Soon the tiny flakes floated softly down,
like flocks of little white birds. Faster and faster

they came, till they filled the air. They made no

noise, but they were busy all night long. barn [ba:n] n. B4
They covered all the ground with a soft, cunning ['kanin]
white carpet. They hung beautiful plumes on L ad, T, KEE)

the tall, green firs. The little bushes, they put to
sleep in warm nightgowns and caps.

They hid the paths so that the boys might
have the fun of digging new ones. They turned the old picket fence into a row of
soldiers, and the gate posts into captains, with tall white hats on.

The old corn basket that was left out by the barn, upside down, they made
into a cunning little snow house with a round roof.

When the busy little flakes had done their work, the sun came up to see

what they had been about.
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He must have been pleased with what he

fWords and Phrases:
sparkle ['spakl] v. [A#E, K6
Lfairy ['feari] n. /KGR A%z

saw, for he smiled such a bright, sweet smile,
that the whole white world sparkled as if it

were made of little stars.

Who would have thought that the black
clouds could hide the little fairies that made the

earth so beautiful!
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Practice

1. How long does this snowstorm last?
A. Four hours.
B. Six hours.
C. A whole day.
D. One night.

2. Which sentence is written in personification?
A. The cold north wind blew great snow clouds over the sky.
B. The flakes turned the old picket fence into a row of soldiers.
C. The old corn basket that was left out by the barn.
D. Not a star, not a bit of blue sky could be seen.

3. What does the fairies mean?
A. The stars.
B. The flakes.
C. The birds.

D. The real fairies.

Answers

1.D 2.B 3.B
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The Thunderstorm

(Words and Phrases:
stern [sta:n] adj. ™[5 1,
AN IR
languor [leenga] n. TR,
W
plank [plaenk] n. JEAK
BRI
reverberate [ri'va:bareit]
v. [B]
mute [mju:t] adj. YTERI,
ToFEH]
precipice ['presipis] n. 2,
promontory ['promantari]

n. A UF

In the second day of the voyage, they came
to the Highlands. It was the latter part of a calm,
sultry day, that they floated gently with the tide
between these stern mountains. There was that
perfect quiet which prevails over nature in the
languor of summer heat. The turning of a plank,
or the accidental falling of an oar, on deck, was
echoed from the mountain side and reverberated
along the shores; and, if by chance the captain gave
a shout of command, there were airy tongues that
mocked it from every cliff.

Dolph gazed about him, in mute delight and
wonder, at these scenes of nature’s magnificence.
To the left, the Dunderberg reared its woody
precipices, height over height, forest over forest,
away into the deep summer sky. To the right,
strutted forth the bold promontory of Antony’s

Nose, with a solitary eagle wheeling about it;
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while beyond, mountain succeeded to mountain,

(Words and Phrases:
clamorously ['kleemarasli]
adv. Wil EE
bellying ['belin] adj. FHALH

until they seemed to lock their arms together and
confine this mighty river in their embraces.

In the midst of this admiration, Dolph

remarked a pile of bright, snowy clouds peering defile [difail] n. Cilifil) /s
above the western heights. It was succeeded by W R
another, and another, each seemingly pushing artillery of heaven F§H
onward its predecessor, and towering, with L CEemgr

dazzling brilliancy, in the deep blue atmosphere;
and now muttering peals of thunder were faintly
heard rolling behind the mountains. The river,
hitherto still and glassy, reflecting pictures of the sky and land, now showed a dark ripple
at a distance, as the wind came creeping up it. The fish hawks wheeled and screamed,
and sought their nests on the high, dry trees; the crows flew clamorously to the crevices
of the rocks; and all nature seemed conscious of the approaching thunder gust.

The clouds now rolled in volumes over the mountain tops; their summits
still bright and snowy, but the lower parts of an inky blackness. The rain began
to patter down in broad and scattered drops; the wind freshened, and curled
up the waves; at length, it seemed as if the bellying clouds were torn open
by the mountain tops, and complete torrents of rain came rattling down. The
lightning leaped from cloud to cloud, and streamed quivering against the rocks,
splitting and rending the stoutest forest trees. The thunder burst in tremendous
explosions; the peals were echoed from mountain to mountain; they crashed upon
Dunderberg, and then rolled up the long defile of the Highlands, each headland
making a new echo, until old Bull Hill seemed to bellow back the storm.

For a time the scudding rack and mist and the sheeted rain almost hid the landscape
from the sight. There was a fearful gloom, illumined still more fearfully by the streams
of lightning which glittered among the raindrops. Never had Dolph beheld such an
absolute warring of the elements; it seemed as if the storm was tearing and rending its
way through the mountain defile, and had brought all the artillery of heaven into action.

Washington Irving
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