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ABSTRACT

From a perspective of etymon and genealogy, the dissertation
describes the continuous effort of educology to enter into the family
of sciences and to become a decent discipline. During the descrip-
tion, the issue of this research is presented: why is educology al-
ways at the edge of science? To get out of this sorry plight, we
need to reflect our effort and the related concepts such as disci-
pline, knowledge and science, from a discourse/power standpoint.

It is under this ground that great changes have taken place in
Chinese educational research, one of which is to substitute the
word discourse for theory and to put forward the contemporary
conversion and becoming of educational discourse. The dissertation
gives the name educational discourse phenomenon to this change
and divides it into two classes, the external conversion and the in-
ternal conversion. The former mentions educational discourse and
discursive conversion in its research, whereas the latter does not
refer to the conversion of educational discourse explicitly but con-
tains in its work the conversion of thinking, research method and
writing.

The main job of this dissertation is to make cultural study of
educational discourse phenomenon in contemporary China from the
aspects of theory, daily-life and case investigation. Contrary to the
grant narrative of traditional educational research which elided the
subject, the dissertation applies to the research a cross-discipline
cultural study method, namely, the critical discursive analysis,
which attaches great importance to context and by analyzing the

statement tries to show the issue of the legitimacy of power.
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At the level of basic concepts, the dissertation explores the
different usages of the word discourse in daily-life, linguistics, her-
meneutics, phenomenology, post-structuralism and post-modern-
ism, and gives the definition of discourse as the following: the sen-

tence or knowledge that acts in daily-life practice, which is also an

expression of desire, a presentation of power, and a power of some

kind in itself. At the level of theory analysis, the dissertation
points out two kinds of educational discursive conversion in con-
temporary China. One is related to the return to life-world, in
which the traditional cognitive relationship between teacher and
student based on the subject-object dualism is changing into the in-
ter-subject relationship based on understanding and dialogue. The
other conversion is connected to the adoption of qualitative study
method, which makes school ethnography investigation to disclose
how the investigated is interpellated and disciplined by the ideolo-
gy. At the level of daily-life study, the dissertation maintains that
it is crucial for educational research to approach daily-life in the
school. At the level of case investigation, the dissertation princi-
pally concerns with the current discussion on quality-oriented edu-
cation, and through the discursive analysis of the time-lasting dis-
cussion presents the mechanism of the production of discourse/
knowledge in contemporary Chinese education, the interaction of
the policy and the academy, and the thinking mode of Chinese in-
tellectuals in the interaction.

The dissertation considers it a responsibility shared by the ed-
ucational researcher, the school educator and the national education
administrative to pay more attention to the daily-life characteristics

of education.

Key Words: discourse, educational discursive phenomenon, cultur-
al study.
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