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Abstract

To clarify the educational purpose is at the core of education reform, but al-
so is the fundamental issue in educational research. As educational purpose is
the very essence that differentiates it from other social practice, it has great im-
pact upon the practice of educational activities, and determines the ontological
existence of educational activities. The development trend of modern society and
the progress in humanity understanding requires education to initiatively achieve
the transformation of educational purpose from the inside itself, and to take on
the historical mission of promoting individual development.

The traditional purpose of education embodies making the ultimate — man ac-
"

cording to the rational order, aiming to solve and surmount the human’ s " lim-

itedness" , " contradictory nature" , " historic nature" and other practical limi-
tations. The ultimate — man is mainly manifested with the infinite dimension of
rationality , the non — contradictory dimension of value, and the existence dimen-
sion of non — historical. The ultimately good and noble man is divided into three
categories, 1. e. , the social elites, the disciplining group and the common pub-

lic, of which each type has its own best ultimate position. This ultimate — ness is
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also demonstrated by equating the roles in social life with the nature of whole-
ness, complexity, and freshness. Man becomes one — sided, stereotyped, ulti-
mately defined; and life becomes function — based, instrument — oriented, and
alienated by the rational pursuit of his own. The educational purpose of the ulti-
mate — man takes the rationally designed " horticultural education” view, in

n

which education is a " man — building" project to sustain its self — reproduction

of rational society and the " horticultural education" .

Social development and rational reflection endow humans with the connota-
tions of the nature of limitedness, generation, and symbiosis. The limitedness re-
fers to human differences, equality, and its unfinished nature; the nature of gen-
eration refers to autonomy, transcendence and uncertainties ; the nature of symbi-
osis refers to co — being, co — existence, and heterogeneity. The common — man
exists and develops as a natural character based on his limited, generating and
symbiotic nature, and is an open — minded, pluralistic and autonomous being. "
The common" here is not a substantially ultimate objective, but a kind of human
attribute and the definition of adult norms. It is precisely because of human na-
ture of limitedness, generation and symbiosis, the connotation of the common —

man is continuously generated and developed. It is different from the " perfect"”
and " stereotyped" and " finalized" ultimate person, the common — man with
the limited, generating and symbiotic nature demonstrates the very essence of hu-
mans. The common — man is the basis and source of life and societal existence
and development, and naturally is what educational purpose is about, and also
accords with anthropology, psychology and ethical norms which lay the founda-
tions of educational purpose. Therefore, the inherent pursuit in the transforma-
tion of educational purpose is from the ultimate — man to the — common — man

based on human nature.

The rationality of this transformation in educational purpose is first based on



