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The Study of Christian Secondary School Curriculum in the Late Qing Dynasty
Hu Weiqing

Christian secondary school curriculum in the late Qing Dynasty did not
contain traditional Chinese educational concepts in subjects such as ge-
ography and history. Courses in Confucianism in Christian secondary
schools did not provide one with a traditional Confucian education. It
only existed in the form of language education. However, there was no
conflict between Jesus and Confucius, nor Confucianism and Western
science. The efforts by the missionaries in teaching sciences and con-
structing a system in all educational disciplines showed that modern
knowledge was not gained through the continuation of traditional Chi-
nese teaching methodology, but rather introduced from western coun-
tries. If this knowledge existed in modern China, it was not a continua-
tion of the system of traditional knowledge, but a change from the tradi-
tion. Structurally, Christian education in modern China was the trans-
plant of a similar system from the west. It was a positive factor for the

modern education system in China.



Education in Agriculture in Christian Middle Schools and Rural Develop-
ment in China

Liu Jiafeng

Christianity played a pioneering role in agricultural higher education in
China at the beginning of the 20 century. In order to Christianize
China’s rural community, missionaries advocated agricultural education
in primary and secondary schools. Until the 1950s, there were less than
10 secondary schools with curriculum and rural service in agriculture,
which aimed to improve local village life with limited resources and per-
sonnel. Through agricultural education, a few schools attempted to re-
late Christian belief to the actual needs of everyday life and experiences
in China. They explored a possible new road for secondary education. At
the same time, this also fostered the good virtue of students serving society

and displayed the special character of Christian secondary education.

The Indigenization of Christian Middle Schools in China: Shandong Pres-
byterian Schools

Liu Tianlu, Zhao Ying

From the very beginning, Christian middle schools in China worked vig-
orously in their academic efforts, especially in the areas of curriculum
development, Chinese faculty development and school regulations, so as
to adapt themselves to Chinese circumstances. This indigenization
process moved rapidly after the 1920s, when the Chinese nationalist

government demanded that Christian schools register with the state and
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that the schools be managed in accordance with government regulations.
As schools were compelled to abrogate the teaching of religion and the
holding of religious services on campus, the registered schools took
measures to prevent secularization and attempted to maintain their
Christian nature. After 1949, the communist government tried to re-
form these Christian schools into the new-democratic educational insti-
tutions. However, during the Korean War the relationship between
China and the United States deteriorated rapidly. Under these circum-
stances, the government took over all Christian schools and thus ended

their long educational history in China.

An Examination of the Relationship between Huachung University and
Christian Middle Schools in Central China

Zhang Yongguang

Huachung University and Christian middle schools were situated in a fa-
vorable geographical location in central China and shared a long history.
They maintained a close relationship. Huachung University trained
teachers for Christian middle schools while the Christian middle schools
fed the university with their graduates. They also organized educational
conferences. Even during the Anti-Japanese War, they maintained this
connection and held meetings during the most difficult times. The rea-
sons for this close relationship were that they followed the same educa-
tional philosophy and executed similar educational tenets. Their rela-
tionship reflects how Christian institutions in the same region exercised

a team spirit to overcome difficulties.



The End of Christian Middle Schools—A Case Study on Christian Middle
Schools in Nanjing (1949—1952)
Li Gang

From the late Qing dynasty, with the increasing presence of Christian
missionaries in Nanjing, there was a significant development in Chris-
tian cultural and educational projects and philanthropy. Between 1911
and 1949, although there was political and social unrest, Nanjing Chris-
tian middle schools were the main components in the secondary educa-
tion system. After 1949, although the new government allowed the
Christian middle schools to continue, those schools had to be reformed
in terms of their system, courses and teaching methods. Because of the
Korean War, there was a growing sense of nationalism in China. Amer-
ica was regarded as an enemy to China. As a tool of cultural invasion,

Christian middle schools were banned.

Christian Middle Schools in Western China
Long Wei, Wu Lijun

In modern China, there were about 30 Christian secondary schools es-
tablished by missionaries in western China. In comparison to state or
other private schools, these schools exhibited very different characteris-
tics depending upon the historical period in question. This paper intro-
duces a summary of Christian secondary schools in western China and
discusses the following three issues: transformation of the educational

system, curriculum development, and religious education. In the end,
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the paper analyzes the dramatic changes that took place in western
China before and after government-demanded official registration of

schools.

Christian Secondary Education in Fujian in Modern China

Zhu Feng, Wang Aiju

Based on the study of Christian middle schools in Fujian after the aboli-
tion of the imperial examination system, this article attempts to recon-
struct the development of Christian secondary education in local society
in modern China. The author suggests that Christian secondary educa-
tion is an important part of the modern Chinese education system. It
had a unique influence on the modernization of education in specific re-
gions such as Fujian province. Christian middle schools emphasized the
development of one’s personality and the development of teaching meth-
odology in the midst of social growth. These characteristics are a valua-

ble tradition for our education today.

Comparative Studies of Christian and Public Secondary Schools in the
Guangdong Region during the Republican Era: Cases of Peizheng and
Guangya Middle Schools

Bao Jingjing

This article is divided into four parts. Part one traces the evolution of
secondary education in Guangdong in modern China. Part two intro-

duces two middle schools: Peizheng and Guangya. The former is an ex-



ample of Christian middle schools, while the latter is an example of pub-
lic middle schools. Part three, the main part of this article, focuses on
the characteristics of different kinds of schools including religious educa-
tion and party education, English education and Chinese education, and
teaching staff and student sources. Part four concludes the article. This
comparative examination attempts to explore the similarities and differ-
ences of Christian and public middle schools in Republican era China and
how Christian middle schools attempted to maintain their special identi-

ties while facing other challenges.

Brand Consciousness: A Study of the Boone Memorial School

Kang Zhijie

Established in 1871 by the America Episcopal Church in Wuchang, the
Boone Memorial School had more than 100 years history. Boone Memo-
rial School’s teachers and students were involved in many educational
and social activities. They actively participated in China’s modern demo-
cratic revolution, such as the 1911 Revolution, military training, and
the Anti-Japanese War. This article discusses the difficult and extraor-
dinary process that the school passed through. The author hopes this
study has certain significance and value for people today and helps one to
thoroughly understand and realize the influence, function and status of
Christian middle school education in the history of modern Chinese edu-

cation and cultural exchange between China and the West.
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An Analysis of the Faculty and Their Special Characteristics at Yali Union
Middle School
Zhao Houxie

Yali Union Middle School was founded by Yale-in-China in 1906. The
school took measures to solve the problem, most importantly by estab-
lishing the bachelor degree system which resulted in a reduction of the
shortage of teachers. After 1928, the school was re-opened again and
the number of teachers increased noticeably. On the whole, the teach-
ers of Yali Union Middle School maintained five characteristics. These
characteristics were the reflection of Yali Union Middle School as a
Christian school. These characteristics accorded with the school’s effort
to improve its professional standards and its intention to train its

students with Christian values.

Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools and China’s Drive toward a
Modern Educational System (1850—1950)
Jean-Paul Wiest

Using examples from different regions on the Chinese mainland, this
paper provides a composite picture of the transformation of Catholic ele-
mentary and secondary schools from the mid-nineteenth to the mid-
twentieth centuries. It examines how these schools adjusted to changes
in the Chinese educational system and perceived needs in Chinese society

while at the same time diversifying their own methods of evangelization.



The First School Founded by the West—Survey of St. Ignatius College
in Shanghai
Zhao Xin

St. Ignatius College in Shanghai was founded in 1849 and is generally
recognized as the first school founded by the West. The school was
modeled after middle schools in Europe and was a very important school
in the history of education in China. Based on the history of Xuhui Mid-
dle School, this article discusses Catholic missionary middle school edu-
cation in modern China, the relationship between missionary middle
schools and modern Chinese society, the development of Xuhui Middle
School in modern Shanghai society, and Xuhui Middle School itself in

the context of modern Shanghai education.

History, Gender and Society: Bridgman Academy (1864—1952) in Bei-
jing Secondary Education

Yin Wenjuan

Christian secondary schools for girls opened in Beijing after the 1860s
offered a chance for girls in northern China to receive modern education.
This paper presents a case study of Bridgman Academy (1864—1952)
from the following three aspects. First, the paper reconstructs the his-
torical context in which Bridgman Academy struggled to grow and de-
velop through almost 90 years of turmoil in modern China. Second, it
attempts to show how the female missionaries played a part in the

pupils’ betrothal, and how Christian education and gender identity influ-
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enced the worldview and beliefs of the girls. Last, it explores the sub-
sequent careers and education of the graduates, revealing the signifi-
cance and influence of Christian girls’ schools in the history of secondary

education as well as the history of modernization of thought in Beijing.

Gospel and “Half the Sky” —The Loktek Girls’ School and Education of
Women in Southern Fujian Province

Zhang Xianqing

This paper examines the development of the Loktek Girls’ School in
Amoy from 1921—1946. The Loktek Girls’ School was formally foun-
ded by the American Board of Foreign Missions of the Reformed Church
in 1921 and was expanded after two decades into one of the biggest girls’
middle schools in Fujian Province. As a school with a Christian back-
ground, the Loktek Girl’s School played an important role in introducing
Christianity to women in southern Fujian. In the meantime, it offered
women from the local area with opportunities to receive education and

helped to train a large number of educated women for China.
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