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Markita Andrews, the greatest saleswoman in
the world today., has generated more than eighty
thousand dollars selling Girl Scout cookies since she
was seven years old.

At age 13, Markita discovered the secret of
selling. It starts with desire—burning, white-hot de-
sire.

For Markita and her mother. their dream was to
travel the globe. So at age 13 when Markita read in .
her Girl Scout magazine that the Scout who sold the

most cookies would win an all-expenses-paid trip for



two around the world, she decided to sell all the Girl
Scout cookies she could.

But desire alone is not enough. To make her
dream come true, Markita knew she needed a plan.

“Always wear your professional garb,” her
aunt advised, “Wear your Girl Scout uniform. Al-
ways smile, whether they buy or not, always be
nice. And don’t ask them to buy your cookies; ask
them to invest.”

Markita went off in her uniform each day after
school, ready to ask—and keep asking—folks to in-
vest in her dream. “Hi, | have a dream. I'm earning
a trip around the world for me and my mom by mer-

'y

chandising Girl Scout cookies,” she’d say at the
door. “Would you like to invest in one dozen or two
dozen boxes of cookies?”

That year Markita won her trip around the
world. Markita is no smarter and no more extrover-
ted than other people with dreams of their own. The

difference is Markita had discovered the secret of

selling: Ask, Ask, Ask! Many people fail before



they even begin because they fail to ask for what
they want. The fear of rejection leads many of us to
reject ourselves and our dreams long before anyone
else ever has the chance—no matter what we're
selling.

And everyone is selling something. “You're
selling yourself everyday—in school, to your boss,
to new people you meet,” said Markita at 14, “My
mother is a waitress: she sells the daily special.
Mayors and presidents trying to get votes are sell-
ing. . . | see selling everywhere | look. Selling is part
of the whole world. ”

It takes courage to ask for what you want.
Courage is not the absence of fear. It’s doing what it
takes despite one’s fear. And, as Markita has dis-

covered, the more you ask, the easier it gets.



. generate [ 'dzenairert] v. =4, &4

Scout [skaot] n. Z&EFZE

white-hot [ 'wart'hot] adj. B# 9, 18
garb [gab] n. BR%

invest [n'vest] v. &%, X

merchandise [ 'ma:tfondaiz] v. $4&
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. rejection [r1'dzekfon] n. 154
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Long time ago, in Egypt lived a famous mysti-
cal person nhamed Zun-Nun. A young man came to
visit him and asked, “Teacher, | do not understand
why people like you dress in such a simple way?”

The mystic only smiled and took his ring from
one of his fingers, and said, “Young friend, | will
answer your question, but first do one thing for me,
take this ring and go to the market across this
street, can you sold this for one chip of gold ?”

Looking at Zun-Nun’s dirty ring, the young man

became doubtful, “One chip of gold? | am not sure



