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A survey published on Monday shows Zurich as
the world’s most desirable city in which to live,
knocking last year’s winner Vancouver into a second
place—tie with Vienna.

Swiss cities dominated the list of 215 centers
ranked according to quality of life, with Geneva ty-
ing Sydney for fourth place and Bern finishing 10th,
in the annual survey by human resources consultancy
William M. Mercer. Retaining the unwelcome dis-
tinction of the world’s worst city in which to live was
Brazzaville, Congo.

Thirty-nine key criteria were used to judge 0



cities’ desirability, including the political, econom-
ic, natural and socio-cultural environments, health
care. education, housing, transport, shopping and
recreation.

New York was used as the baseline for compar-
ison. The Big Apple finished 41st, equal with Lon-
don., Washington, Boston, Chicago and Madrid.

“Though the world’s living standards have risen
slightly since last year, the gap between cities at
the top and the bottom of the table is still large,”
said Slagin Parakatil, senior researcher at Mercer.

“The basic comforts of life, hygiene and per-
sonal safety are the main differentiators, and these
are often lacking in developing countries. The gap is
magnified by economic and political instability,” he
said.

Rounding out the top 10 were Frankfurt, Helsin-
ki, Auckland and Copenhagen, while scraping bot-
tom were Ouagadougou. Burkina Faso, at 209, and
Baghdad at 211.

In the environmental stakes, Calgary, Canada,
finished top while pollution-choked Mexico City

ranked last.
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. desirable [ di'zatorobl] adj. TTEAY, & =K

. dominate [ 'dommert] v. 4], %

. health care R, 25

. hygiene ['haidzin] n. B4

. differentiator [ difo'renfierte] n. X4 &, 528
. instability [ imsta'bilot1] n. FfaE, Fia@E

. stake [steik] n. FIEXER
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American houses usually have private kitchens,
a living room and sometimes separate areas for eat-
ing and watching television. A house usually has its
own mailbox, a yard with plants or perhaps a lawn,
and a place to store garbage out of sight.

A bungalow is a small house with one or two
bedrooms and usually one bathroom. A mansion is a
real big house with many bedrooms and several
bathrooms. A ranch house usually has three or four
bedrooms. The “master bedroom” for the mother
and father usually has its own bathroom. An apart-

ment is usually one living space within a building.
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Several apartments can be in the same building,
with a shared yard, parking spaces and garbage. A
town house is a two-floor apartment. The kitchen,
living room and dining room are usually on the first
floor and the bedrooms are on the second floor. A
studio apartment may have a separate kitchen, but
the living room is also the bedroom! A condomini-
um, or “condo” for short, is an apartment that is
owned by the occupant, not the building owners.

Most Americans are happy to talk about their
homes. And if they’ve done anything special in their
home, they’ll let you know what it was, and maybe
tell you how much it cost to put in the Jacuzzi, deck
or patio, etc.

Most Americans live in cities, but nearly as
many live in suburbs. Suburban American has shop-
ping centers called malls and residents usually need
a car to get around. Most of the houses in the sub-
urbs are one or two stories tall, with private yards
and gardens and garage. There are few tall build-
ings in the suburbs. Cities have neighborhoods,
“warehouse” stores, and public transportation (bu-

ses, trains and taxis) is usually pretty good. Private



houses might only have a back yard, and if there is
a garage it probably is small. Cities have a lot of a-
partment buildings and some tall buildings may seem

to “scrape the sky”, so they are called “skyscraper”.

1. lawn [lon] n. B, E1F

2. ranch [rant[] n. X#3%
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condominium [ konds'miniem] n. —&A &,
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occupant [ 'okjopant] n. BEF, HEA
patio [ 'petiov] n. X ,BRF

suburb ['sabzb] n. #1358, 28X

scrape [skreip] v. &3, 845
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