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There was a young man, born in a poor family.
As a result, the boy’s high school career was con-
tinually interrupted. Once he was asked to write a
paper about what he wanted to be and do when he
grew up.
That night he wrote a seven-page paper descri-
bing his goal of someday owning a horse ranch. He
wrote about his dream in great detail and he even ‘

drew a diagram of a 200-acre ranch. Then he drew

a detailed floor plan for a 4 000-square-foot house

........................



that would sit on a 200-acre dream ranch.

He put a great deal of his heart into the project
and the next day he handed it in to his teacher. Two
days later he received his paper back. On the front
page was a large red F with a note that read, “See
me after class.”

The boy with the dream went to see the teacher
after class and asked. “Why did | receive an F?”

The teacher said, “This is an unrealistic dream
for a young boy like you. You have no money. You
have no resources from your family. There’s no way
you could ever do it.” Then the teacher added. “If
you will rewrite this paper with a more realistic
goal, | will reconsider your grade. ”

The boy went home and thought about it long
and hard. He asked his father what he should do.
His father said, “Look, son, you have to make up
your own mind on this. However, | think it is a very
important decision for you. ”

Finally, after sitting with it for a week, the boy
turned in the same paper, making no changes at all.

He stated, “You can keep the F and I'll keep my



dream.”

Recollecting the story. my friend Monty and |
are now sitting in his 4 000-square-foot house in the
middle of a 200-acre horse ranch. Two summers
ago that same schoolteacher brought 30 kids to
camp out on his ranch. When the teacher was leav-
ing, he said, “Look, Monty, | can tell you this now.
When | was your teacher, | was something of a
dream stealer. During those years | stole a lot of
kids’ dreams. Fortunately you had enough gumption
not to give up on yours.”

Don’t let anyone steal your dreams. Follow

your heart, no matter what.

1. career [ko'rio] n. &5, 4£3E, Hi2
ranch [ reentf | n. T #4%

detail [ 'diiterll ] n. g3

realistic [ ro'listik | adj. S2frfy, B

recollect [ reko'lekt ] v. @48 ,381Z

o oW N

gumption [ 'gampfon | n. &S, %5
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One day a farmer’s donkey fell into an aban-
doned well. The animal cried piteously for hours as
the farmer tried to figure out what to do. Finally, he
decided the animal was too old and the well needed
to be covered up anyway; so it just wasn’t worth it
to him to try to retrieve the donkey.

He invited all his neighbors to come over and

’ help him. They each grabbed a shovel and began to
shovel dirt into the well. Realizing what was hap-

® ! pening, the donkey at first cried and wailed horri-



bly.

Then, a few shovel-fulls later, he quieted down
completely. The farmer peered down into the well,
and was astounded by what he saw. With every
shovel-full of dirt that hit his back, the donkey would
shake it off and take a step up on the new layer of
dirt.

As the farmer’s neighbors continued to shovel
dirt on top of the animal, he would shake it off and
take a step up. Pretty soon, the donkey stepped up
over the edge of the well and trotted off, to the
shock and astonishment of everyone.

Life is going to shovel dirt on you, all kinds of
dirt. The trick to getting out of the well is to stop
wailing, and not let the dirt bury you, but to shake it
off and take a step up. Each one of our troubles is a
stepping-stone. We can get out of the deepest wells
just by not stopping. never giving up! Shake it off

and take a step up.



