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Three imporiant elements have combined fo grve
Beijing its unique character: nature, art, and the
life and character of the people. Noture provides
the physical environment: the orf of man has
adarned if with towers, polaces and temples; and
the way of fife of the common people, rich ond
poor, ofd and young endows the city with its

character.

Betjing, with the populotion of 13 million {2003}
offers a voriety of experiences as you walk along
the city. It's fomous for the Forbidden City, the
Great Wall, the Surnmer Paluces, the Berjing Roast
Buck, the Peking Opera, Panjiayuan, Bar streets,
and more. It has the best facilities while at the
same time, has many problems like other big cif-
ieg in the world. The 2008 Olympic Games gives
the city o chance o be upgroded with the [atest
informotion and technology The imperial past
that continues to altract visitors is fost becoming
a rave site, as the Capital is metamorphosing cefl-
by-cell into o modern metropolis. Beijing is si-
multaneously smartly cosmopalitan and charm-

ingly provincial, cutting-edge and gently imeless

On behalf of Metropolts Media, may | wish you
happiness in Beijing.

Sincerely,

. fK L
Allcks Mo

General Monager

METROPOLIS Madio, Lid
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A central axis, which is about 7.5 kilometers long, runs through
the middle of the Forbidden City fram Yangdingmen in the south
to the Bell Tower in the north cutting it info two parts: eastern and
western Zhengyangmen E£M[] {in the south of Tion'anmen
Square] to Dianmen 4. 37) [not far away from Houhai bor street)
in the north formed a resiricted zone east Yo west which no one
was allowed to cross from. All main and grond getes ond pal-

aces in the zone stood on this oxis.

The design and geographical layout of the city were oll for serv-
ing the feudal emperors. The walls and city moats were built for
their security; all of the palaces, temples and their positions were

designed to show the crowning majesty of each emperor.

During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the outer city had seven
gates, the inner city had nine and the Imperial City hod four.
Gotes are called "men" (1) in Chinese. So Yongdingmen men-
tioned obove means Yongding gote, which belonged to the outer
aity. All these gates staod either on the centrol oxis or were ar-
ranged in hidateral symmaetry so the main streets in hoth inner
and outer cifies seemed to form a big chesshoard in appearance
when viewed from the air. Most of the streets ran from north fo
south whila hutongs [narrow lanes) ran mostly from easi to west.
All ot the streets had or tixed size: big ones were twenty-four-

paces-wide; small ones were twelve paces-wide.

{n the past, emperors devoted particular care o geormantic amens,
Feng Shui in Chinese. They would sit in the north and face the
south and believed that they and their descendents would be the

emperors torever.

After Chino's liberation in 1949, the walls came down; the re-
stricted zone functions no longer existed; some gotes become
museums opening fo the public {Red Gate Gallery}; some were
pulled down and their remaining nomes serve os reminders of
where the gates used to stand. In recent years, new roads and
buildings have sprouted up continuously, so much of the pattern
of the city which has the south to narth central axis and buildings
in the east and west standing symmetrically has been broken.
But generally specking, the basic layout of the ancient city still

exists.
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