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Foreword of Flora Cryptogamarum Sinicarum

Flora Cryvprogamarum Sinifcarum is a series of monographs on Chinese non-vascular
cryptogamic plants, cdited and published under the direction of the Editorial Committee of
the Cryptogamic Flora of China, Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) . [t also serves as a
comprehensive information bank of Chinese cryptogamic resources,

Cryptogams arc not a single natural group from a phylogenetic of evolutionary point of
view, which, however, does not present an obstacle 1o the editing and publication of Flora
Cryptogamarum Sisticarum by a coordinated, nationwide organization. Flora Cryptoga-
marum Sinicarum 1s restricted w0 non-vascular cryptogamic © plants”  including the
bryophytes, algac, fungi and lichens. The ferns, a group of vascular crvptogamic plants,
were earlier included 1n the plan ol Flora Sinica, and are not taken into consideration here.
I arder 10 bring 1the above groups into the plan of Fauna and Flora Sinica of China, some
leading scientisis on cryptogamic plants, who were attending a working meeting of CAS
Beijing in July 1972, proposed to establish the Editorial Commitiee of the Cryptogamic Flora
of China. The proposal was approved later by the CAS. The committee was formally estab-
lished in the working conference of Fauna and Flora Sinica, including Cryptogamic Flora of
China, held by CAS in Guangzhou in March 1973,

Flora Cryprogamarum Sinicarun 15 composed of Flora Algarum Muarinarum Sini-
carum , Flora Algarum Sinicarum Aquaue Dulcis, Flora Fungorum Sinicorum , Flora
Lichemum Sinicorum , and Flora Brvophytorum Sinicorum . They are edited and published
under the direction of the Editorial Committee of the Crypiogarniic Flora of China, CAS.
Although myxomveetes and comveetes do not belong 10 the kingdom of fungi in modern
treatments, they have long been studied by mycologists. Flora Fungorum Sinicorum vol-
urnes including myxomycetes and oomycetes have been published, retaimng for Flora Fun-
gorum Stuicorwm the traditional meaning of the term fungi.

Since the establishment of the editorial committee in 1973, compilation of Flora Cryp-
togamarum Sinicarum and related studies have been supported financially by the CAS. The
National Natural Science Foundation of China has taken an important part of the financial
support since 1982. Under the direction of the committee, progress has been made in com-
pilation and studv of Flora Cryptogamarum Sinicarwm by organizing and coordinating the
main rescarch institutions and universities all over the country. Since 1993, study and com-
pilation of the “laima and floras™, especially Flora Cryptogamarum Sinicarum , has be-
come one of the key state projects of the National Natural Science Foundation with the com-
hined support of the CAS and the National Science and Technology Ministry.

Fiora Cryptogamarum Sinicarun derives its results from the investigations, collec-
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tions, and classification of Chinese cryptogams by using theories and methods of systematic
and evolutionary biology as its guide. 1t is the summary of study on species diversity of cryp-
togams and provides important data for species protection. It is closely connected with hu-
man activities, environmental changes and even global changes. Flora Cryptogamarum
Sinicarum is a comptrehensive information bank concerning morphology, anatomy, physiol-
ogy, biochemistry, ecology, and phytogeographical distribution. 1t includes a series of
special monographs for using the biological resources in China, for scienulic research, and
for teaching.

China has complicated weather conditions, with a crisscross network of mountains and
rivers, lakes of all sizes, and an extensive sea arca. China is rich in terrestrial and aquatic
cryptogamnic resources, he development of taxonomic studies of cryptogams and the publi-
cation of Flora Cryptogamarum Sinicarum in concert will play an active role in exploration
and utilization of the cryptogamic resources of China and in promoting the development of

cryptogamic studies in China.

C. K. Tseng

Editor-in-Chief

The Fditorial Committee of the Cryptogemic Flora of China
Chinese Acadermny of Sciences

March, 2000 1n Bejing
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