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Abstract

The modern china for 110 years is a very important term from which china s traditional society
stepped into the undeveloped form of modernization. Innumerable conflicts mingled in this special period
such as the new and the old, the tradition and the modernity, the autocracy and the democracy, the
oppression and the resistance, the reform and the revolution, the aggression and the resistance etc. The
war which is a companied with human society all the time became one of the outstanding characteristics in
modern china once again as well as the major factor which restrict and affect the development and
transition of modern china. As the collected center of regional politics, economy, culture and military, in
the dramatic period, some cities developed abnormally. In the contrary, others stayed in the condition of
stagnation and declination which is an inevitable phenomenon in the cycle of cities”growth, as well as an
objective reality, however the war breaking out frequently is a contain restrict element of the declining of
some parts of cities in modern China.

Now, the research of declining city has been considered by some scholars and obtained a contain
achievement. However there has no deep and systematic research about this topic. This dissertation is a
pioneer in systematical discussion of the declining of city. As it gives a unique concept of war, using many
theories in different subject and inspecting this long period of time.

As a doctor dissertation, in order to fully and scientifically disclose the connection between the
lasting a hundred and ten years war in modern china and declined city to discover the characteristics and
regular of this connection, this article analyze from the flowing aspects:

First, the study of inside relationship between the was and the declining city

War and city are different attributes of objective reality, while declining is a conditional feature in
the course of everythings development. This article select annotation on theories about war declining of
city and declined city as a break which establishes a theoretic basis. For this research, through
systematically studying of the necessary social condition of cities” development, space environment and
why city became the mainly attack objects. This article discover the inevitably inside connection between
war and declined city and find some major arrangements of idea about war resulting in declining of city.

Second, the study of the characteristics and laws of war in modern china.

The law of the characteristics of the war as a decisive element resided in the development of the war
is drawn from the parts of the war. The law of war$ characteristic is present in the moving and developing
process of war and is the bases of the function and influence of war. The law of wars characteristic is
present in the moving and developing process of war and is the bares of the function and influence of
war. This partied systematically generalize the basic laws of wars characteristics in modern china

history. Through historically reviewing the basic circus about major war in early modern times and the



declining of city, contrasting the major war in the modern period) The war broke out frequently and
continuously 2) Thestyle of war is various (3) some wars last long time (4) some wars have a huge scale. 5
the war ties up political situation closely (@) Thescale of war expand gradually in general (7) The evident
aim of war is capturing the city. All the above characteristics of war in modern china is representation of
the movement in the process of war, under the circumstances of the specially social background in modern
China Every point in the characteristics composes of the grand essential of war in modern china,
together, which is an important entrance to carrying through the research of war and the declining of city
in modern china. The existence of the universal characteristics which objectively make the war become one
of the important elements that influence the shaping of declined city in modern china.

Third. the study of the war and the declining of city in modern china.

There was not only continuous war in the historical process of modern times but also existed a series
of wars which took cities as its center. At last, the social consequences in which those frequent resulted in
the economy collapse and the steady social order was smashed. At the same time, those frequent wars
resulted in some direct effects, such as the damage of city itself, losses in citizen lives, economic
recession, suspending the development and operating mechanism, but also resulted in the abnormality of
spatial condition which the city existence and development needed, such as traffic network, regional
hinterland, financial distribution space environment. The abnormality of major elements such as the
existence of city operating mechanism and external special condition which led to the formation of different
styles of declined cities in modern china, for example, absolutely declined city and reactively declined
city long lasting declined city and staging declined city.

Fourth, the study of two different kinds of declined cities.

Nanchang and Xuzhou are both have a long history. And their strategic places are very important,
which are always the scramble for military. Nachang and Xuzhou successively experience Taipingtianguo
war, wars along warlords, the Japanese invading war, the civil war. Those wars took place in various
periods and resulted in serious effect, which deteriorated the necessary factors about the development of
cities, such as collective elements, operating mechanism, external spatial conditions and make the
standing superiority cant bring into full play. Because the diversity in wars and the connected elements
about cities” development existed, Nanchang was in lasting declined condition, yet Xuzhou was obviously
characteristic of declining in different stages.

Through studying of wars and declined cities in modern china, the author makes the following
conclusion. First, war and the declining of city are both inevitable reality in the history process. Sine the
birth of city to modern time which changing to early modernity, war has made some cities abnormal
development by cruel wars and it also has led some cities to stagnation and declining, even
disappearance. Second, there is a certain causal connection between wars and declined cities. City is a
huge complicated social system and it “s necessary for the coordination and support between inside
collective elements and outside social conditions in cities cooperating process, but when the war which is
a cruel violence break out, all the needed elements and conditions are disordered, then following with the
declining of city. Third, the wars last consequently and the declined cities emerged one after
another. Fourth, the level and the cyclicity of city are related to all elements in the war such as scale,

rate of recurrence, intensity and the character of the war, which lead to the different kinds of declined



cities existence side by side in modern china. Fifth, the declined cities existed influenced the coordination
of the development of the whole cities in modern china and limited the early modernization and
development of cities in modern china. Sixth, development is only in the peace condition. war has two
sides effects. on the one hand, it caused great suffering to the Chinese nation, on the other hand it
changed the semi-colony and semi-feudalism fate of modern china and achieved the independence of
Chinese nation and acquired liberty and emancipation. To the cities, wars made some development
abnormally and others stagnation and decline. Wars also affected the cities developing comparably and
healthy in modern china and limited the early modernization of the considering the collective elements
operation mechanism and the external spatial conditions of the cities development and combining the
historical fate of the cities evolution, peace is by no means the best opportunity for the development of

cities.

Key words War; Modern China; Decline city
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