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FOREWORD

China, our great motherland, boasts a tremendous accumulation of historical
data and records that cmerged from her long history and vast territory. As early as
morc than 2,000 years ago there had appeared already two brilliant geographical
books, 1.e. Yu Gong ( £ ) and Shan Hai Jing ( 1 5% ). The significant recognition of
historical geography studies based on them has ever since been kept to this day. Han
Shu Di Li Zhi ( £ 5 #:¥ 5, Geographical Records in the History of the Han Dynasty)
authored by Ban Gu( #t & ) was not only a geographical book in general that dealt with
the Western Han (£ ) Dynasty but also a4 work of historical geography that provided
contemporary references to the historical names. Li Dao Yuan { & % ;0. ) in his famous
Shui Jing Zhu ( 4425, Notes to the Book of Rivers) devoted considerable pages to
historical sites and anecdotes. Nearly all the well-known Yu Di ( #14 , geographical
and retated studies) books, handed down through the generations since the Tang( % )
and Song { % ) Dynasties have carried on the fine tradition of Ban Gu and Ly Dao
Yuan. They almost invariably started with the contemporary and then traced things
back into history. It may be safely said that what was called Yu Di studies 1n ancient
China generally contained features closely related to historical geography.

The due attention historical geography received naturally led to the start and
development of the production of historical maps. Pet Xiu ( £% ), one of the
acknowledged map-makers in ancient China, f{ormulated his Zhi Tu Liu Ti
( %% ;8 six methods of charting) and produced the Yu Gong Regional Maps
{ & 3 ) in the third century A.D. And Jia Dan ( & it ), another acknowledged
map-maker, emploved the method of Gu Mo Jin Zhu ( & £ 4 % . the historical in black
imk while the contemporary in red ink) to draw his Hai Nei Hua Yi Tu ( s £ FE
Maps of the Hans and National Minorities of Ching). Both of them deserve an

outstanding place in the world map-making history. However, their originals had long
been lost. What still exists are two reduced-size reproductions of Jia Dan’'s work

made in 1137 A.D., separately called Hua Yi Tu (¥ %W )and Yu Ji Tu ( B #HE ).
Then about 900 years ago in the middle of Yuan Fu ( 7 # ) Period(1098-1100 A.D.)
of the Northern Song Dynasty a man named Shuit An Li{ #£%# ) produced his L
Dat Di Li Zhi Zhang Tu (B ¥4 X § .Chronological Direcrory Maps of Historical
Geography), 44 maps in all, that “begins with the time of Di Ku % 2 ™ and ends at the
Northern Song Dynasty. It “records historical changes and makes comparisons’.

Wooden-plate reproductions of Shui’s maps are now still availabie. And we have teday
more than 10 wooden-plate printed atlases of historical geography that came out be-

tween Shui’s time and the end of the Qing( :# )} Drynasty.

This Qing Dynasty witnessed a very distinguished geographer, Yang Shou Jing
{ 2 F# ), whoepitomized nearly all the achievements in the Yu Di studies so far. At the
turn of the present century, Yang together with his students compiled, drew and
eventually published his Li Dai Yu Di Tu (R & wiy'g , The Chronological Maps of
Historical Gegoraphy). a book of 34 string-bound volumes. Its coverage extends from
the Spring and Autumn Period down to the Ming ( % ) Dynasty. Found on his maps
are basically all the names in Zuo Zhuan ( %+ 1§ ), Zhan Gue Ce ( % @ % ) and the Di Li
Zhi ( #3% £ ) of various history books, with the contemporary elements in red against
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their historical counter parts in black. This brilhant work achieved a milestone in the
history of historical map making, notably for its unprecedentedly exhaustive details.
Those maps that followed it from 1911 to 1949 were deplorably much simpler despite
their modern method charting and new style binding,

The production of historical maps at a particular period reflects what its people
can do with the relevant knowledge and charting technology they so far possess. With
the dissemination and development of modern science and technology in China, our
people had all along been looking forward to the publication of a precise and detailed
Chinese historical atlas drawn with up-to-date charting techniques. But why had there
not been one until after the Liberation? The principal answers are as follows. (1) The
production of a precise and detalled historical map presupposes the existence of a
contemporary map with matchable precision and details. But betore the Liberation
neither technology nor finance available in China was adequate enough to guarantee
even the latter. (2) Over the historical periods changes in geographical elements like
boundaries, adminmstrative regions. cities and towns and river systems have been so
frequent and complicated that their records are often found vague or contradictory. To
check, verify and then correctly locate each and every direction, line and point would
call for a gigantic bulk of work to be accomplished only through the combined efforts
of numerous scholars and specialists. This, of course, was hardly possible in the pre-
Liberation China. The Yu Gong Society { - & & ), set up on the initiation by Prof.
Gu Jiegang ( % 455 ) in the 1930°s, once considered the prosect of producing such an
atlas as one of its priorities. However, owing to the jack of finance and staff the project
lasted for only three and a half years until the Japanese aggression against China. This
interruption prevented it from compiling the contemporary map to be used as the base,
let alone the historical maps. As history has testified, our aspiration was able to be
realized only in new China after the Liberation.

The winter of 1954 saw the founding of Committee for Revising and Re-drawing
Yang Shou ling’s Li Dai Yu Di Tu, the Yang Maps Committee for short, headed by
Prof. Fan Wenlan ( % >% ) and Prof. Wu Han ( £ # ). {ts work started in Beljing at the
beginning of 1955. What the Committee had in mind then was to modernize the Yang
Maps. That meant ¢orrecting the erroneous and supplying the missing in all obvious
cases, transpositioning onto a contemporary map the historical elements super-
imposed on Yang's base map,i.e.the Da Qing Yi Tong Yu Tu ( A5 —H 2% | The
General Map of the Great Qing Dynasty), and replacing Yang’s original of wooden-
plate printing and string-binding of 34 volumes with a modern version of only a few
volumes. The Yang Maps Commitee was at that time affiliated to the Philosophy and
Social Sciences Department of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. Prof. Tan Qixiang
( % #4& }, the present writer from Fudan University, took charge of the compilation
while the Cartographic Pubiishing House was to handle the charting.

Our initial plan, not long after the work began, turned out to be impracticable. To
merely “revise and re-draw™ the Yang Maps would fall far short of meeting the needs
of the present age. So 1t went through a number of alterations adopted at various
sessions of the Yang Maps Commiitee, And here are the main points:

(1) The Yang Maps were limited to areas under the direct jurisdiction of central
China regimes, and what they actually gave was an incomplete picture even of the
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central China regimes. But our great motherland has been the joint creation by dozens
of nationalities, of which all the national minoritics constitute an inseparable part of
China no matter what historical period they existed in and what form of regime they
established, independent or in vassalage to the existing central China regime. The
scope and range our maps cover should include all their distribution areas and the
territories of the regimes they founded.

(2) Yang Shou Jing being a scholar of the Qing Dynasty, what was “historical™ to
him naturally excluded the Qing Dynasty, which to us has now become history already,
and an important part of history at that. Its territory had of course to be drawn and
incorporated into the whole atlas.

(3) Being published in 1863, Yang’s base map, Da Qing Yi Tong Yu Tu, differed
vastly from our contemporary map produced with up-to-date telemetric and charting
methods. It was obviously impossible for us to merely “transpositton” with any
accuracy. Locating had to start anew in accordance with necessary historical records
and data.

(4) The number of elements found to be erroneous or missing were far more than
we had expected. So we had to look up the possible sources, carefully check with them.
and, moreover take into account recent research achievements and archaeological
discoveries, before putting any point or line on our contemporary map based on the
latest data.

(5) There had been a usual negligence in Di Li Zhi in the history books of the exact
termination of a historical existence. Hence the time discrepancy for some adminis-
trative establishments within a dynasty. The Yang Maps from the Han Dynasty down
exclusively relied on Di Li Zhi or Bu Zhi (#.5, supplements to Di Li Zhi).
Consequently, a volume very often had on the same map admimstrative establishments
that belonged to different periods between which the gap could be as long as dozens or
even hundreds of years. In order to enhance the scientific value of our maps we were not
going to be limited by the Di Li Zhi in Zheng Shi (E & |, orthodox history books).
Instead, we chose to adopt, in every possible way, a specific year or period for marking
which the regime’s territory and administrative establishments shared. At least, no
time discrepancies should be allowed for elements within the area under the direct
jurisdiction of the same regime.

(6) The process Yang followed was like this. First the general map of the terntory
of a dynasty was drawn up on the same scale and then cut into dozens of squares, each
square being a component map itself. And then the individual component maps were
arranged in order from north to south and from east to west. An administrative area.
more often then not, was divided to appear in several component maps. This caused the
reader great inconvenience in reading and checking. Each of our component maps
should therefore be made to cover an administrative {or supervisory, or geographica!)
area in a considerable size, with a scale to suit the density of the elements it covers.

Work became doubled and even trebled along with the alterations of the initial
plan. To make matters worse, the frontier minority regions were not to be found in Dy
Li Zhi of the history books. Geographical names there had to be gleaned up from
related biographies in the history books or other books concerned. This gave us more
trouble than we had with the central China areas. What's more, our lack of experience
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gave rise to a number of unexpected obstacles and thankless repetitions. The base map
alone went through four wholesale changes. The compiling principles set down for
each map-group at the beginning were usually subjected to a4 number of alterations,
Such difhiculties as the proneer work nvolved cost us much time and encray.

The increase of work to be done had 1o be maiched with the progressive increase
of compiling and charting staff. The compiling was decided to be done in Shanghai in
1957 and we started with a five-man team in Fudan University. The staff grew to more
than 20 over the time of 2 to 3 years, and in 1959 the Historical Geography Research
Section came into being. And from then on we had with us as guest compilers Prof. Fu
Lehuan ( ## ¥ ) and others from the Centrai Institute for Nationalities, Prof. HanRu-
lin( %1% ) and others from Naming Umversity, Prof. Feng Jasheng ( %55 } and
others from the Ethnological Research Institute under the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, Mr. Wang Zhong { £# ) and others from the Modern History Research
Institute under the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Prof.FangGuoyu i # % i}Yand others
from Yunnan University, who contributed to the border maps. We were also assisted
by units tike the History Rescarch Institute and the Archaeology Research Institute
under the Chinese Academy of Sciences that contributed to maps of primitive society
sites and a few other maps. The whole staff reached about 80 at its maximum and long-
timers undoubtedly cxceeded 30. The charting was entrusted to Wuhan Institute of
Geodesy, Photogrammetry and Cartography at the end of 50’s, and in early 60’s it was
reassigned to the Research Institute of Surveying and Mapping under the National
Bureau of Surveying and Mapping. The name of the Yang Maps Committee as the
sponsor remained while, with Prof. Fan Wenlan as the counseltlor, Prof. Wu Han and
Prof. Yin Da ( # i# ) took over the directorship.

The last sesston of the Committee was held in the summer of 1965, 1t estimated
that all the drafts could expect to be finished by 1967. Not long after the session the
Cultural Revolution began and the compiling work in all units concerned was forced to
a stop. The Rescarch Institute of Surveying and Mapping ceased its existence.
However, the project was resumed 3 years later. As the ultra-leftism during the
Cuitural Revolution was rampant, the frustrating hindrance and interference the
compilers suffered in managing to keep the collective work going were not difficult to
imagine. So no more details are to be mentioned here. In 1973 the whole thing was
eventually ready for plate making and printing by the Cartographic Publishing House.
The publication in a volume-by-vohune manner of an 8-volume edition started from
1974 with restricted circulation, in the name of Zhong Hua Ti Du Xue She
( 4 #4§E 3, China Map Press).

When the restricted-circulation edition went round, it was warmly received by the
concerned academic circles at home. On the other hand, readers and compilers also
found out quite a few errors and shortcomings it had. And it was absolutely necessary
for some of them to be correcied or remedied. This led the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences to make a timely decision in 1980 that the restricted-circulation edition should
be revised by the existing compilers by way of correction and supplement so that a new
free-circulation edition could reach the public at an earliest possible date.

Now the present atlas is based on its restricted-circulation precedent with revision
and refinement accomplished for a year and more from 1981, under the auspices of the
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Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Its compilers came from the Historical
Geography Research Institute of Fudan University, the Ethnological Research
Institute under the above mentioned Academy, the History Department of Nanjng
University, the Central Institute for Nationahties. The Cartographic Publishing House
handled the revision of the onginal plates.

Revision and supplement, nevertheless, were not to be excessive 1 order to save
tuume. The following are the main differences between the two editions.

(1) In the restricted-circulation edition there was only one general map for a
historical period, despite its varying length, to indicate the territory and administrative
regions of a marking year. Changes before or after that time, though within the same
period. got no indication. The new ediuon, however, provides additional general maps
for those periods which had seen more such changes. The number of additions given
varies according to the actual situation. There are three for the Northern and Southern
Dwynasties, two for the Tang Dynasty, and one for each of the Song and Jin { % )
Dynasties, the Yuan { -, ) Dynasty, the Ming Dynasty.

{(Z) Amapof TulJue( ¥ & , the Turks) in the middle of the eighth century is added
to the Tang map-group. And the marking year of 74forthemapof TuBo{~t &, Tibet)
1s shifted to 820 when the Tu Bo was at its peak of influence.

(3) On some of the general maps of the restricted-circulation edition, the confines
or administrative regions in frontier areas did not generally reflect the situation of a
common marking year. The discrepancies are now eliminated in the present edition.

(4) What was found missing or erroneous in the former edition is here supplied or
corrected in accordance with the more recent archaeological discoveries and research
achievements.

(5) What was deemed as imperfection in the colouring, notes providing and
border line drawing 1s now discreetly removed in part. Besides, there are more or less
alterations or additions of points and lines made in almost each of the maps in the
present edition. And a few insets are also added. Restoration to the pre-Cultural
Revolution version was avoided in connection with the map-group of the Da Zhong
{ #:#+ ) Period (847-859 A.D.) of the Tang Dynasty, the capital municipality maps and 4
few insets of the suburbs of the historical capitals that had been unreasonably deleted
during the Cultural Revolution, the maps of the Eastern Jin ( & ) with 16 Kingdoms,
Song ( & ), Liang ( £ ). Chen { # ) of the Southern Dynasties , Eastern and Western
Wei( & ). Northern Qi( # )and Zhou( ) of the NorthernDynasties, Five Dynasties
and Ten Kingdoms, etc. that had been simplified by removing the county seats, and the
notes about nationalities and names of elements below the county-level that had also
been deleted in various maps. The total amount of charting these would 1nvelve was so
big that restoration had to be given up for the time being. And we also let remain m the
ncw edition some scales not guite desirable and points and lines located with tolerable
INaCCUracy.

Well, the trec-circulation edition still has something undesirable chaefly in the
following two aspects:

(1) In the Chinese history, during the period of a regime , its territory would
expand or shrink, its administrative regionalization would alter, its jurisdiction centres
would shift and its geographical names would change. Butl every map of this atlas 1s
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drawn to indicate the situation of a certain marking year. This treatment guarantees
some recommendable scientific value. Yet most of the boundaries, names and seats of
the prefectures and counties that appeared not in that particular marking year though
within the duration of that period can hardly be found on our maps except a handful of
them that are either marked with different signs with notes or mentioned in brackets.
Readers would be disappointed if they expect to find such names.

(2) The number is quite small of the ancient cities and 1owns whose sites had or
have been preserved to the modern or contemporary times and have bgen mentioned in
published reports or related books after field investigation and study done by
archaeologists, historians and geographers. Their significant work has thus enabled us
to point to the accurate location. The location of the overwhelming majority of them,
however, has to be decided by referring to the historical written records that tell
roughly “how far and in what direction a certain element is located from what county
and what prefecture”. For them there are no field investigation reports to go by and we
cannot afford so much time to do that ourselves. It is therefore not surprising that
errors or differences in the location of points and lines on our maps as compared to
their exact historical location will be found to be more than a few. What has proved
more difficult is the reproduction of ancient river course and lake shape. These defects
cannct be eliminated in a short time. Anyhow. the problems can expect to be gradually
solved in the course of development in history, archaeology, geography, ethnology
and other subjects.

Needless to say that apart from the two 1nadequacies mentioned above, there
should exist some other things undesirable. Qver the years since the publication of the
restricted-circulation edition we have received with pleasure letters from many readers.
Some of their valuable suggestions have been followed in the preparation of the present
edition while others have not, either for technical reasons or because of other special
considerations. We are, indeed, very much grateful to them all for their kindness. Now
that this atlas has come out we naturally hope to hear more from our readers and will
appreciate their comments or corrections.

This collection of maps, despite 1ts existing imperfections, is to be counted as a
monumental work unprecedented in Chinese historical map making. The 549-page
atlas devides into 8 volumes with 20 map-groups that hold 304 maps, not counting the
insets that only share part of a page space. Names of cities, towns, rivers, mountains
and other elements in each map come in hundreds or thousands. The total number
amount to about 70,000, The project, since the earliest attempt, has lasted for about 30
years, during which time more than a dozen units with more than a hundred staff
participated in compiling and charting, and many scholars suspended their own
researches to work on the project for more than a dozen years. They have devoted
themselves to one common goal, i.e.to strive by every means so far available to show
the historical changes that took place in areas where our ancesters have lived and
operated since the stone age. The readers will thus be able to see, in the form of plane
maps, the formation and growth a great, unified multi-ethnic nation has experinced,
and to see how our ancesters of different nationalities lived as neighbours in human
communities and, though there had been separations and unification of political
Jurisdiction, fared along a long and arduous course through mutual attraction, gradual
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interchange and amalgamation to finally solidify into the substantiality of a country
that has g well-defined territory and fixed boundaries. And the Chinese readers will feel
a stronger love for their motherland, for the different Chinese nationalities, and
ultimately for the noble progressive cause of the whole mankind. The very success in
producing the atlas surely testifies to the superiornity the mass collaboration in scientific
research work has, which 1s only possible in a socialist system. And it also bears witness
to the utter devotion and high political consciousness of the staff. All those who have
taken part in this project will be listed in the eighth volume.

The late Chairman Mao Tsetung and late Premier Chou Enlai showed great
concern for the project. It 15 extremely deplorable that they did not hve to sce the
publication.

And we are here to express our deep sorrow for the passing away of Prot. Wu Han,
who was a zealous sponsor and splendid director of the project. The frenzied
persecution in that ten-year chaos took away his life.

Mr. Bai Min { & ), Prof. Feng Jiasheng, Prof. Fu Lehuan, Mr, Hu Dehuang
( #7ae ), Mr, Shi Yikui ( 812 )} and a few others have rendered their service to the
book and, on the occasion of its publication we give our condolence on their early
departure.

Prof. Tan Qixiang
January, 1982
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