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Preface

Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, on the western border of our motherland, was a hub of
the Silk Read, a land route for communications between Fast and West in ancient times. In the
course of the prolonged cultural exchange and interfusion between East and West, 1 multi-national
culture with regional characteristics developed and took shape o the region. Uwing to the
unusual geographical and climatic conditions, many of ancient remains and relics there have been
fairly well preserved, which have been regarded by scholars home and abroad as the treasures for
the study of the politics, economy, culiture, art and religion of ancient Xinjiang and the Silk Road.
Far this reason, archaeclogical studies in Xinjiang, as an important part of Chinese archaeology,
have attracted much attention in the warldwide academic circle.

Xinjiang with rich archaeological resources is inhabited by many different nationalities, each
of which has lived and propagated there adhering to 1ts own religious faith and customs of life.
They have, in g long history, sustained their growth and promoted their prosperity by learning
from each other the best in cultural traditions. Thus forming a magnificent panorama of history
and a colorful picture of social life, a culture impregnated with history peculiar to the ancient
Wesiern Kegilons,

Since the implementation of the poliey of reform and opening to the outside world, the
archaeclogical work 1n Xinjiang, 1n step with the vigorous development of local economy. has heen
given a new lease of life, Quite a few of important discoveries have been made in our own planned
excavations as well as in Sino-foreign joint diggmngs or salvage excavations at capital construction
sites, the gverall achievement 15 truly amaznng.

Thanks to the cooperation of the Shanghal Museum, we have been given a gond opportunity
to present 1n Shanghay the exhibition of Arehgeniogical Treasures of the Silk Road in Xinjiang Uvguar
Autonomons BEegion with a scholarly catalogue jointly edited and pubhished with the Shanghai
Museum at the same time. Both the exhibition and catalopgue have displaved important
archaeological finds 1n Xinjiang and the splendid multi-national culture of the region. Many of
them have never been shown to the public before. Their rich regional and ethnic features reflect
the close ties between Xinjiang and its neighboring areas and the diversity and ercativity of s
ancient culture.

We are deeply grateful to the Shanghai Museum for their help and efforts in jointly bringing
out this catalogue.

Yue Feng

Director, Bureau of Cultural Helics
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region
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Foreword

Shanghal haz long been 2 window of cultural exchange and interfusion beitween China and the
West. While gladly hosting monggraphic art exhibitions from world known musceums and
institutions of foreign countries, we Shanghai Museum also feel ourselves obligated to mntroduce
the great and splendid Chinese long civilization to the world publie by holding apecial exhibitions
of precious cultural relics from other provineial and municipal muscums of China. The completion
of the construction of the new Shanghai Museum and its threc temporary exhibition halls makes
thig possible by providing excellent facilities for this kind of activity.

Xinpang is an autonomous region in China abounding in cultural relies. Inhabited by many
different nationalities of the Chinese nation, it has in history created a splendid ancient culture
with distinctive regional and multi-national characteristies. The ancient Silk Road traversing the
region with three separate routes lying respectively in the north. the south and the middle has
cxpedited the spread of the Central Plaing’ culture in the Western Regions and the cultural
exchunpge between East and West. Thanks to 1ts special geographical and climatic conditions.
Xingiang has got a bountiful supply of survived cultural relics, which earned for the region the
name of “a museum endowed by nature”. Since the implementation of the poliey of reform and
opening to the outside world, archaeological exeavations and studics in Xinjiang have displaved
an unprecedented vigor and scored important achievements one after another, The joint Sino-
Japanese exploration of the Niya site and the salvage excavation of the Yingpan gravevard at Yuli
in 1995 have obtained a large quantity of precious relics, which has gained repercussions both
nationwide and worldwide. As a result of our close and cordial cooperation with the Bureayu of
CGulitural Rehies. the Museum and the Archaeoiogy Institute of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Regron,
the exhibition of Archaeological Treasures of the Silk Road in Xinjizng Uygur Autonomons Region 15 to
be put on in the Shanghai Museum and a scholarly catalogue is to be published at the same time.
Unhike ordinary catalogues of cultural relics, this catalogue is not just a collection of pietures of
cultural relics bul a scholarly work that sets up a kind of framework, within which individual
pieces of cultural relics become graphical evidence for illustrating the ancient culture of Xinjiang
and of the 8ilk Road as an integrated whole. The catulogue also includes a few insightful research
papers written by accomplished specialists working in this domain in Xinjiang. Readers will gain
from 1t net only the most up-to-date information about archaeclogical excavations and studies in
Xinjiang bul alsc a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of the magnificent cultural
achievements in ancient Xinjiang and on the ancient Silk Road.

Ma Chengyuan

Dirvecior, Shanghal Museum
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