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A Brand from the Burning
(—HEBEATIRREIAR I )

MeleagerCD was a great hero, when he was seven days old, the three Moerae”

appeared . Clotho said that he would be noble and Lachesis said that he would be
brave, but Atropus looked at the brand burning on the hearth and declared ; “He
will live only as long as this brand remains unconsumed .”

Meleager’s mother Althaca® having thus being informed of her child’s fate ,she
took up the brand, put out the fire on it, then she hid it into a chest with care .
From this on, Althaea kept this secret . With her care and attention , Meleager grew
up healthily, just as the Moerae said, slowly he became a smart and brave
young man .

After one harvest, Meleager’s father, King of Calydon, while sacrificing the
first fruits of the annual crops of the country to all the gods , carelessly he had
forgotten only Artemis” . To punish his negligence , the goddess sent a boar of
extraordinary size . With raging flames spurted out of the bloody eyes, hard
horsehair erected on the broad back , the boar have sharp buck teeth as huge as
elephant’s tusk . It recklessly treaded on the fields and swallowed all the grapes and
olives even the brands and leaves. To get rid of the nuisance , King assembled the

noblest men of Hellas®ftoday known as the Calydonian hunters—promising to give
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the Boar’s skin as a prize to him who should kill the beast . Meleager , with many
among those who had been Argonauts@ participated in what became known as the
Calydonian Boar Hunt .

Led by Meleager , those hunters went to trace the boar . They came to an old
forest winding along the mountain slope . The boar was awakened by the furious
bark of the hunt dogs, it fled horribly and dashed numbers of trees. The hunters
shouted at it and threw spears and boomerangs to it , but they only hurt its skin,
which made it more enraged and untamed . The boar opened the flaring eyes wide
and threw itself on the hunters , three of them were trodden to death then and there .
Atalanta, a brave huntress, bended her bow , put her arrow , shoot an arrow to the
boar’s ear . After her , Meleager threw his spear , the first fell down , the second just
hit its back . The boar spun irritably , the blood and foam spouted from its mouth .
Meleager stabbed its neck with his spear . The other hunters stabbed the boar one
after another . The boar struggled in a short while and died in the pool of blood .
Meleager stepped on its head , peeled its skin with his sword . He gave the skin and
the head together to Atalanta , and said, “Take it | According to reason it belonged
to me , but I am willing to give this honor to you [’

The hunters felt angry about this , they thought she shouldn’t have this honor .
Meleager’s uncles refused to obey , they stood in front of Atalanta , waved their fists ,
and said, “ Put the spoils down ,you can’t take it, it belonged to us [’ they grabbed
the prey and strode away without looking back . Meleager couldn’t stand such a
humiliation , he shouted , “You robbers I” He protruded the spear and stabbed one of
his uncles. The other uncle was stabbed to death before he could know what had
happened .

Meleager’s mother Althaeca saw her brother’s body, she felt painfully sad .
When she knew her son was the murderer , she turned sadness to hostility . She
remembered the brand that was linked with Meleager s life . She went into the secret
room, asked the servant to put up firewood and light the fire . The love of mother

and son struggled with the affection of sister and brother in her mind fiercely . She
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stretched out her hand for four times to threw the brand into fire , and four times she
retracted her hand . Finally, the affection of her brother defeated her love to her
son. Eyes closed , she threw the brand into fire with shaking hand .

Meleager was just on his way back to city , suddenly he felt his heart painful as it
was burned by fire . He struggled with all his strength , fell down painfully . At last,
when the brand was burned into ashes , his pain disappeared , his life was over too .

His mother Althaea also died beside the firewood .
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#]— . When I realized 1 was through that siege , I felt like a brand from the
burning .
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%] — . A few brands plucked from the burning would justify our work at
Approved School .
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4] = ; She was a brand from the burning in the earthquake .
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4] w9 . When the tidal wave comes , he happened to go out . Seeing the collapsed
house , he said, “I am a brand from the burning .”
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A Gordian Knot
(XIREE)

In Greek legend , the Gordian knot was the name given to an intricate knot used
by Gordius to secure his oxcart .

Long long ago, there was a person named Gordius , who was a poor peasant,
which worked day and night . One day, he arrived with his wife in a public square of
Phrygia in an oxcart . At that time the King of Phrygia® died just now. People there
asked for oracle of who would be their next king . The oracle had informed the
populace that their future king would come riding in a wagon entering into the town
in the first place . Seeing Gordius, the people wanted to make him king on the spot
according to the oracle . As a matter of fact, Gordius himself was so astonished that
he refused to accept the position. However, people were all convinced by the
oracle . Finally, Gordius became the king due to everybody’s firm conviction. In
gratitude , Gordius dedicated his oxcart to Zeus”?, tying it up with a peculiar knot .
The oracle foretold that whoever untied the knot would rule all of Asia .

Years passed by . many people tried to undo the knot but all to no avail .

In 333 B.C. Alexander the Great” had invaded Asia Minor and arrived in the

central mountains at the town of Gordium ; he was 23 . Undefeated , but without a
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