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Series editor’s foreword

Walking Into the Fields of Culture

It 15 supposed that everyone knows the meaning of “fields ™. while the “field study™ generally used in the academic
circie is nat the caplotaton of "plow land™ or “open country™ in common sense. It means the colture full of uniqueness and
implications of social practice, folk wisdom, and local knowledge. As the well-known anthropologist Li Yiyoan in Taiwan
says. “In a broad sense. all the on-the-spot researches can be named as ‘field study’ which including social surveys and
INterviews, vations queshonmaires and inguiries, situeted archaeological excavations and ethnolopical investgations, ewe.”™
Accordingly. the so-called “culiural fields” mainly refers to humnan being’s productive and living environiment. as well as the
processes, interactions. and creativities wysoCated thergwath.

“Culture™ is one of the important signs for the reason why human being is endowed with humanity. In recent years.
with the development of globalizarion and the acceleration of the modernization process the world has turned into & “global
village™. Therc still exists the lack of mutual understanding and apprectation among ditfferent communities, groups, und
individuals however, As a result, the cublural diversity. conflicts, and integrations among vatious civilizations highlight the
common concerns of the subject matter of culture, especiably the substrate cultures. intercultural existence, and cross-cul-
tral thinking as te most itnportant theme in contemporary society and sustainable development of human being. In the era
of globalized communications, many scholars have been devoling w field study on the subject of colture for years wilth @
prospect that they would have a chance w express their inderstandings and thoughts of culture and iife in the processes of
their field stidy by publishing. IUis a good opportunity that Guangxi People™s Publishing House shares the same interests
with our scholars, Consequently. this ~Series of Iustrated Culturad Fields™ has come Into view ol our readers.

Having adopted the writing format of scholarly essay, the “Series of Hlustrated Cultural Fields™ communicates the
cultural information from the fiekds by the merped layout of excellent images and lexts. Aftention is primarily being paid to
the concse and fluent texis m tacteal and vivid details. For the well-disposed pictures, it has been striving toward a cultural
expression of the 1ntangibie lunguage and conception through the tangible design and form. in order 1o have the twexts and
images combined perfectly and brought out the best with cach other by showing the inclusive concord between tradition and
modernity, What is represented in the series is the lving storvielling and personal experience happened in scholars’field
studies, records. interviews, and cvents in the processes of ethnographic investigations.

The remarkabte advantage of thiy serics is dimed to make the personas and (hings cccurred in the {ields alive, and (o
revitulize the scenes and feclings scholars experienced n their sitwated field studics. [t is of course designed to help readers
not only be more explicitly uware of the results of researchers'investigations but also see the interactions and exchinges
hetween the researchers and the informants. as well as isten for the interviewees’ voice instead of the monologue of re-
scarchers (hemaelves We hehewe, therefore. this series wilt bring readers a great deal of the lecal knowledge. culitoral
implicatton. and spiritual resonance from the fields, and also will make a multi-cimensional reading map for our readers
heing able to walk into the cultural fields together along with the authors.,

Rased on the specific topics of the series whoreas the rich and colorful contents, we divide the present seTies 1o rwo
aroups of domestic and overseas. furthermore, the domestic one is composed of “cast China part”™ and “west China part”. As
a catena. the whole project assembles A bOok sequence working in concert with three parts — “Series of Hiustrated Culturaf
Fieledy: West Chinag Collection”, "Series of tHustrated Cultural Fields: East China Coltection”, and "Series of Hiustrated
Cuitural Freldy: Cverseas dmage-mirroring Cellection’ — a succession of intcnse reading experiences will be evoked for
CEFALR.

Let's walk into the fields to experience culiural diversity with my feet, your eyes, and with our heurts and souls...
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