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This is Yolume IV of the STONE FORESTS BOOKS
CENTURY TRAVEL. dealing with the major cultural
leatures of the Yi people and its branches-the Sani and
the Axi, their history of migration and distinctive
religions, wedding customs and funeral ceremonies. ritu-
als on other lifetime events, the Torch Festival and the
Axl fire worship, and the five calendars with the Oglo-
ber solar calendar as the representative one. Based on a
wide range of sources, the author came up with his own
points of view on some issues, providing the readers with

a book in vivid languages on the hife, customs and civili

zation continuation of the ethnic groups (with the Y

people as the representative one) living in the Stone For-

eSS arca




This chapter deals with the origin and distribution of the Yi people in
the Stone Forests area. On the basis of investigation work, the author pro-
duced his own opinions on the relationship between the Yi people m the
Stone Forests area and the southward migration of the West Qiang in early
Chingse history. Found in this chapter are also detailed accounts of the
origins of various branches of the Yi people and descriptions of some ruins
of early civilization in this area.
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