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A Summary of the Book

In Geography in Qinghai the author focuses on the discussion of the following is-
sues

1. The book in question conducts an overall description of such geographic ele-
ments as geodlogy and physiognomy climate inland hydrology flora and fauna sall
and others that compose the geographic complex in Qinghai Province. It also discusses
the basic features of the geographic elements in terms of their formation evolution
development and distribution . The results revea that a close and inseparable rela-
tionship exists between the geographic elements above . Based on this discussions
are made on the regularization of regional differences . We have conducted a compre-
henaive work of natural zoning of the whale province and put forward the point of view
that Qinghai Province is the uncion of three natural geographical regions . Undoubted-
ly thisis of reat referential value to the natural zoning of the Qinghai - Tubetan Plat-
eau in China particularly to that of the Qinghai Plateau.

2. After the implementation of Western Development in China and particularly
after China s entry into WTO the economic development in Qinghai will be confront-
ed with a series of practical problems. To make it compatible with the world s eco-
nomic development so as to adapt to the new situation of economic operation after the
entry into WTO this book conducts discussions on several significant topics from the
geographical perspective. As these topics are related to the economic development in
Qinghai Province the discussions are conducted in view of the reality in Qinghai
Province. The topics include agriculture and animal husbandry industrial mining lay-
out of cities and toamns transportation and communication environmental protection
and regional economy.

3. Snce the mid - 1980s. the author has plunged imself into the research on sur-
veyingand developing the tourism resources in Qinghai Province. He has made an a
nalysis of the quantity classification formation and character in terms of the tourism
resources in Qinghai Province. Based on the tourism resources assessment and tourism
zoning the author has made an in - depth study of the development of the tourism in-
dustry in Qinghai Province which not only fills a gap in the study of tourism re-
sources development in Qinghai Province but also occupies a leading pasition in this
field in China.

4. The author conducts a discussion on the evolution of the ancient culture of
Qinghai Plateau from a multi - disciplinary perspective of history archaeology and ge-
ology. A great number of cultural ruins and historical records exhibit that when the
Zhonghua territory was in the Xia Shang and Zhou Dynasties or even earlier tribes
such as the Qiang and the Rong who were nomads dwelled in the boundless western
territory. They evolved from clans to tribes to unions of tribes even to the ancient
kingdom of Xiwangmu that enjoyed a higher level of economic is evolved from the
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Qiang - Rong Culture in the period of the ancient kongdom of Xiwangmu. In Qinghai
Province differences exist in between the natural geographical environment and the
social historical development. The whole province is divided into three regions. In the
east is the integrated cultural zone of Hehuang valley in the northwest is the oasis
cultural zone of the Caidamu Basin and in the south is the cultural zone of highland
pastureland.

5. The studies of modern environmental science show that the Qinghai - Tibetan
Plateau is one of the most fragile and sensitive regions inChina and even in the whole
world. The Qinghai - Tibetan Plateau exerts a tremendous effect on the ecological en-
vironment of its surrounding area. The studies of ancient natural geography reveal that
in the past the environment here had a fairly great carrying capacity even if the eco-
logical environment was very poor. The tribes of Qiang and Rong and the ethnic-
groups of Tuyuhun Tubo who lived here created a prosperors and splendid history. In
the past hundred and particularly the past fifty years due to the lack of awareness of
environmental protection the irrational use of natural resources and the errors made
in macro palicy - making such ecological environmental problems as soilerosion land
desertification and grassland degeneration have become extremely conspicuous. From
the angle of geography the author works out some integrated solutions to the problems
and these solutions are of typically regional color.

6. A scientific and rational zoning of economic regions is an important precondi-
tion of the leap - forwardin development. Following the basic principles of general e-
conomic zoning the author makes the division in view of natural conditions of the re-
gone their interna relatios directions of commodity flow ethnic cultures and tradi-
tions and the genera analysis of demand for social development. Particularly impor-
tant is the planning and implementation of the future ecological environmental con-
struction. The whole province is divided into three big integrated economic regions
namely the economic region of al - round development in the east theeconomic re-
gion of resources development in the Caidamu Basin and the economic region of eco-
logical protectionin the pastureland. Each region has its own particular features and
adbantages which are the mativation and fountainhead of development in the econom+
ic region. Cooperation between the regions to realize the complementary advantages is
the way to mutual prosoerity. Integrated economic zoning maintains a greater rele-
vance to integrated matural zoning agricultural and anima husbandry zoning tourism
zoning and ecalogical construction. It can enhance an easier manageability in prac-
tice thus improving the scientific and practical approach to the zonings.
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