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Preface

Xu Huping

With a collection of over 400,000, Nanjing Museumn 15 the third largest museom in China, following the
Forbidden Palace in Beijing and the National Palace Museum in Twiwan. This large number of collections
can be divided nto 1two parts according to its origins: {1) More than 200,000 antiques in the two imperial
temporary dwelling palaces in Rehe and Fengtian of Qing Dynasty; (2} More than 200,000 antiques of
differenc dynasties, excavated and callected in the course of folk custom and Nationality investigations
since 1920s. These valuable cultral relics, with various categories, namely, stone implements, pottery,
Jade, bronze, porcelain, lacquer, gold and silver, calligraphy, painting, seal, embroidery, bamboo, wouod,
ivory and other materials, are not anly an embodiment of the superb wisdom and creativity of the Chinese
nation of the thousands years, but also a vivid description of the Chinese nation 's development, which are
of great value both in history and in art.

However, in the past years, only a smallest part of the relics, as the first-hand materials for academic
research, or exhibits of Chinese culture, gave play 1o the academic study and exhibition domestic and

=
v
Q_}
e
)
=
n
2
E .
&
%
by
=
g
i3

overseas, which help us to publicize and carry forward the excellent national tradition, to promote cubtural
communication, and to study or have a better understanding of our history and the development of the
nation s culture. Due to the large number of collection and work force limit in the museum, most of the
antiques are still kept in the storerooms, which are not used in research, publication. and exhibition. We
have generafly achieved the preservation function of the museum, but the other two functions-education
and research, have not been brought nto full play, which will require the long-term effort of generations.

[n order to push the preservation, education, and research functions of the museum onto a high level, to
awake the sleeping collections in the storercoms and let them go nearer to the people, scholars and the
world, and 1o let more people know Nanjing Museum, we collected the best parts of the ten categories.
such as painted pottery, jade, bronze, gold and silver, red clay teapot, imperial kiln porcelain of Qing
Dynasty, celadon wares of the six Dynasties, calligraphy. painting. and embroidery, and compile a series
of Gems of the Collections in Nanjing Museum. Though the collections in this series, as compared with
the whole collections of our museum, are just a drop in the ocean, they are the representative gems with
final conclusion by the experts domestic and overseas after long period of study. You could get a hint of
the quality of the various collections in Nanjing museum from this series.

We have carried on the study, arrangement, and publication of the collections for dozens of years, but it
has just started; there is still a long way before us and a large amount of wark to do. We are lucky in a
flourishing age with economic prosperity and social stability, in an age for Chinese culture to step into the
world and the splendid future, it is our responsibility to do our best at our own job and leave behind us

more spiritual wealth for the sake of future generations.
Jul 28,1997

Hou ban shan yuan in NManjing
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Primitive Painted Pottery in Jiangsu

Gu Jianxiang

Painted pottery 15 a kind of practical work of art of the Neolithic age. China, as one of the earliest
countries put painted pottery into use in the world, saw its people of Laoguantai culture period in
Wei-jin river basins begin to make painted pottery 8,000 years ago. Painted pottery of prehistoric
culture 1n Jiangsu, as part of Chinese painted pottery art, shows its own artistic style with distinctive

charactenistics and occupies a very important historical place.

In terms of cultural region, the painted pottery of Jiangsu belongs to different types of pre-historical
culture of different ume, which mainly include Qingliangang culture in the Yangtze river and the
Yellow river area(about 7,000-6,000 years B.P), North Yinvangyving culture in Ningzhen area(about
6,000 years B.P) and Liuling period and Huating period of Dawengkou culture in Yellow river and
Huaihe river area(about 6,000-5,500 years B.P). In addition, a small number of painted potteries have
been excavated in Tai lake area. The painted potteries of Qingliangang culture are all painted inside in
red, black, deep brown and other colors, and they're generally decorated with simple designs, such as
ripple pattern and weaving pattern with smooth lines and simple colors, which shows a kind of
primitive simple aesthetic taste. The painted potteries of Nerth Yinvangying culture has by far the
succinct decoration usuvally expressed by belt design, but obvious success has been made in
employing colors, and the design of this period demonstrates strong decorative effect owing to the
changes of color, which produces the sharp contrast of various patterns. The painted pottery of
Dawengkou culture is the most gorgeous one, because the polychrome painting technique has made
the application of compound colors develop fully. The main decorations of Liuling period are various
floral designs, whereas those of Huating period are various weaving patterns, In addition, star design
and beast pattern appear in small numbers as decoration in Dawengkou culture, All the designs are
painted with polychrome painting technique on the colored background. The interlocking colors and
the smooth lines of the design have produced great artistic beauty. The painted pottery of Jiangsu, in
the periods of Qingliangang and North Yinyangying cultures, still uses and absorbs foreign culture for
reference, while in the period of Dawengkou cuiture, on the basis of inheriting and mixing foreign
culture, the painted pottery has its own creation and development, especially in the employment of
polychrome, painting technique which has made great contribution to the prosperity of Chinese
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Primtitive Fanted Pottery in Jiangsu
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Ponery bowl pained inside

2, MWk

Paimed puttery shards

3, WA

Panted pottery shards
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Cring vessel walth narrow band design

5. TS

Dnng vessel with wide hand design

6, [ e

Bowl with rhomboid design

7. EHrorm

Bow| with namow band design

8, TEFLrwe

Bowl with wide band design

9, Bl Bw

Bowl with wide band design

10, WX

Erou conwainer with wide hand design

11, Kok

Basin with band design

12, WIRTEL

Basin with fishimg-retl desien

13. ik

He vesse! withy band desgn

14, R SRR

Cup with band deswign

15, A4

Zun vessel in red color

16, JL{nf S i

Ding vessel with goometne design

17, EME =%

Bo comainet with three fect and railings design

18, T kMmarsh

Bo container with siylized fish design

19, £ marsg

Bo contamer with cruciform flower pelal design

20, TEMEer sk

Bo conlainer with flower pelal design

21, MR IEM Lk

Bao container with symmeirical Nower peial design

22, HELITAH

Bor container with linked floral design

23, PrEkark

Bo comainer wilth curve palletn
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24, RO

Bo comlainer it (hwer ol dhesid i

25, {eWMLr

Basin with fhower petal design

26, ‘& B S A

Basin with hnked reclangular spital desizdn

27, AN

Basin wilh octagonal star design

28, LMo

Fiu with Mower petal design

29, Hreksrap

For winh broken bine desien

30, AR
Bu sesagl wilh revtangalar design
31, BIA =M
bar wiith vhree fect and v b form

32, Ak 8K

Gl vessel with ¢l Jesign

33, AU IE I

Gu-~haped cup with hand dexipn

34, LEMSR

Ding vassiz] wilh railings design

35, EMrsr - e

Bowl with three fect and ralines desgn

36, - B W g A Be e ik

Tar winh circular leg and Tk hing-nel design o semi-cmeular shape

37, SEELIE

Jar wath boow-sinng paLern

38, HHOramal ok

dar wih peomied desagns

30, BEgADH

Linpy-stwahed jur with Tao-1ie desipn

40, EMa

Busin with ranhing dosign

41, ERek

Basit wilh contse [sdilern

42, MRS e

Pot seith lishing-net desipn

43, MHTEra

Pod with Jisbung-net desion

44, H v 6 S v

PolL camricd on the back with juint Aower pelal desigin

el S a

Pol carried om the back wiith cnlings desipn

46, TS i

Poi curricd ombe back with descending curtan patiein

47, =R

He vessel with three beet and chossing Fnes design

48, 1% W ey FLIE 4%

Val-shaped vesse| with linked cowrie design

49, X PR Ak M £ & s

Vesse| stand wath symimeirical flower petal design

50, X PRAE MESL 4%

Yernl slandd with syanmeinical Dower petal design
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Pottery bowl pained inside
Qingliangang culture
Red pottery made of fine clay
H:6.6cm, MD:25.2cm
Unearthed in 1994 at longqiuzhuang site of Gaoyou
The object 15 pamed inside in one color. The brim and the base of the bowl are respectively decorated with a circle
of wide band design. The exterior circle is divided into four parts by cruciform dotted lines, and has a sel of
geometric design in each part. Along the interior band design is a circle of linked triangular fishing-net design.
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Painted pottery shards
Qingliangang culture
Red pottery made of fine clay
Unearthed in 1987 at Wanbei site of Shuyang
Shards of pottery bow), Painted inside in one color. The wave design, triangular fishing-net design, stylized
fish design, and wellis panern e all pained in black color.
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Painted pottery shards
Cingliangang culture
Red pottery made of fine clay
Unearthed in 1987 at Wanbei site of shuyang
Shards of pottery bowl. Painted inside in one color. The band design, ware design and fishing-net design are all
painted in red color,
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Ding vessel with narrow band design
Maerth Yinyangying culture
Red poitery made of fine clay
H:14.2cm, MD:17 4em
Unearthed in 1955 at North yinyangying site of Nanjing
The object is coated with red color. Black band designs are painted near the cim and at the curve place of the belty.
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