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PREFACE

. Changfa ngchuo _
Director of the Culture Department of .
the Tibet Autonomous Region -~ st

That the special issue of Tibet of the “Southern Eihnology and Archacology®
s -br'ou‘ght out is a great event for the study ‘of the *Tibetan 'histoty and
culture, It is a matter of excitation and joy. with a great -:pleasure.I:
here extend warm greetings to those who have contributed their:share:for its
publication. '

Tibet is an integral part of China, The Tibetan nationality- hes . lived
and.worked in the vast expanse of land-— ”the Snow World” since thc carti=
est time and created an 1 age-old history and a splendid civilization, ~From
the Pea ceful Liberation of Tibet in 1951 on, the archaeology of this region
has flOtIflShed and made much headway, A great number of limpostant
archacological findings come out, among which are various remains'* of :the
Paleollthw Age, the Neolithic '1Age, the Imperial Tibetan Period and! the
Txbct-spht Period, and the time railg'ing from the 13th—19th ccnturies, Thbs
spec1a.l issue carrys the choice of ‘the recent study- in-this field :and some: &f
unfold materml I believe that its publication will have fer~reaching signifi=
cance to the academic of both China and abroad, 5% ¢ouil Twar Foauor

The Tibetan has her distinetive development of civilization :which : has =
gradual]y become one of branches of the Chinese culturé ‘and world culturesi
in a long historic process, Thus, it is imperative to pay priority dttention to
a systematm profound exploration and study of the untque Tibetan:Jeritage
as well as its h1story In 1990 I argued that the early Tibetan remamms may
‘broadly be categorlzed into three phases : 1. the Neelithic- Culture embodied:
by the site of Karuo, Changdu which goes back to 4000<=5000 yearsrago; 2. -
the angxong Culture of some 3000 years back; and 3. the: Imperial' . :Tibet

Period and afterwards (the last millennium) which takes on the features. of

9-'}'} —
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slavery aﬁd feudal seri systems, Whether this division is exact or not remains
to be further verified, What I want to stress, however, is that we should
make great advantage of the archaeological data obtained through scientific
excavatiéi{s in order to place our study on a solid, reliable foundation, I

have a point to add, Tibet borders on Xinjiang, Qinghai to north, on Si-
chuan, Yunnan to east, on India, Népal, Kashmir etc, to weat and “south,
Geographiéally she, from south to north, lies between the nomadic cultural
zone of the Central Asian and the agricultural cultural zone of the South
Asian tropics; she is from east to weéf, situated between the hunting,gather-
ing cultural zone at the Plateau and the agricultural zone -of the Plains As
a result, whereas the Tibetan culture can always keep her own tradition in-
tact,it in meantime leaves itself open to outside world, Whereas it assimilat-
ed heterogeneous factors from the Chinese interior as well as the Central
and South Asian areas, it diffused outwards and influenced other. In.our
study, the;efore we necessarily pay close attention to the latest foreign
progress of archaeological study on the neighboring areas and Tibet studies

as such, Only by clarifying the origin, evolution of the civilization and jtc
celations with the adjacent cultures,-we would reliably testify that Tibet is
an integral part of China at all timcps'r..aind her culture serves as an important
composent of Chinese civilization as'.a whole_

Be%'iiés with an increasing importance of Tibet studies there are a good
deal of questions awaiting explanations based on newly excavated material.
There Q‘are still many riddles about Tibetan in remote antiquity shrouded in
tales ahd archaeology could no doubt contribute much to the clarification of
a true h1story Much gratifying to us,there has already been a ma jor depart~
ment respons1ble for the regional archaeology~ the Cultural Relics Manage~
ment Committee of the Tibet Autonomous Region and competent term consisting
of the archaeologists of both. Tibetan and Han nationalities who are success—
fully doing various work in preservation, maintenance, manageiment, inves—
tigation .and excavation of the Tibetan relics, It is convinced that the Tibe-
tan archaeology will make greater and greater progress and do much for
enhancement of Chinese national culture,

- Taking this opportunity I heartily wish the  “Southern Ethnology ang
Archaeology” getting better amd better and having an increasingly inflyence,

r— § ~
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