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Abstract

This ethnography narrates mainly the coltural reproduction amoomd
the expression of the feeling of fear in the course from u elosed society 1o
an open society of the remote Miao community of Shanjiang in the north-
wissterm part of Fenghuang county in Xiengsi Tujia and Miso Antonomous
Prefecture, Hunan Provinea, On basiz of the data from ten —months”
pirticipant observation in Shanjiung, the mthor makes o profound meseanch
on the onginal euliure and the expressed culture there sinee the author
wimes at depicting and muking analysis of the witchoraft amd its change in
the background of tourism. Essentially, the author i= interested in the
various exprossion of fear of Miso people in the past and ol present in
Shanjinng,

The deseription and analysis of the text develop in twe aspects: (1)
the history and memory.the cwrront ordinary life, social strucrare and the
world of witehieraft of the Miao people in Shanjiang (2 the development of
tourisi in Shanjiang commumty, Then, the author explores a discussion on
celtural reproduction, culiseal rejovenation and culbiml commersial ztion

In the peeent three hundred years before the found of PR Miao
people in Shanjiang gradually became conservative and exelssive in order
to fight against the dangemus outside environment:{ 1} the living condition
full of nsks. People inhabit in mountsinous s with poor communication
netwirks (21 The conflict with the central government of the Ming and ing
dynasties. To suppress the rebellion of Miao poople in La®eeshan tableland
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{Shanjisng situsies o the edpe of La’enchan tableland )the impenal court
huild & stone wall (“Frontier Wall™ ) with pillbox and strategic seolry post
an it 1o block the movement of Miao people thus to separate them from e
winksicle world: (33the turbulence during the Repoublic of China (1912~
1949 since the banditry was rife there, To survive and protect thesmselves
from harm, Miso people managed 10 produce a set of cultural mechanism
of fewr, which expressed mainly in the Tollowing aspeetss( 1) Mizo People"s
bitlied i witeheraft and Ming:(21The building style of the village gate, the
arch aver the gatewsy and the barneades in the village; (3 ) Psyehologically,
people feels greal horror to the outside world thus to formulate a specaliar
kind of action mode, Espocially, the suspivion of woman with “Go”™ whe s
said to hove the power to discomlon others or even kill ber neighbors aml
the various ceremonies of driving ghoste In the community expressed
comerelely the fear of Mino people in Shanjiang arse This seciety puts
emphists on keeping isell apart from the oulsiders and the outside word

In the procedore of modemization of Chinae, the  situghion  of
Shanjisng's isolation from the big outside socicty changed, the Miao
people there began o have more keeewledge about the optsiders because of
thres factors: (1 ithe sproad use of mass media in their ordinary lifeg (2}
many young people swarm o 1o earn o Bife in big cities neady and cities
in the castern part of Ching (3 )the development of tourisin in Fenghuang
county which exerts a rememdous infloence on sl of them in the
community. After a short time of hesitation, people of Shanjiang began 10
develop tourtsm themselves and made achievements in the field. We muy
draw o comelusion fom above that the course of openpess o outside of
Shanjinng is expariencing “going oul amd inviting others in " amd the maes
medin, the works of the wriler Shen Congwen of Ming ethnic group and the
toaartsm conlext produce 8 greal impact only throogh the Miao people’s
cognition io themselves,

During the course of Miao people in Shanjiang seiting up the Mioo
Musesm amd éxploring the small village of Banku o be touriam sights,
they male use of the muiss media effectively 1o emise their fome o=
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interesting places o the tourists. Miso prople there describe themselves as
mysterions and hospitable. Cultuml resources a8 drum—dance, traditional
costume and the fear culture are all displayed. Here the suthor points om
thit in this kind of cultural reproduction, ane part of the witcheraft is being
drawn oul, and alse greal changes took place in its meaning and funetion.
Crriginally, witcheraft such s Gu pimed at separating the inner and
nutsider through creating the feeling of fear, explaining something unnsual
and the health tmuble in short time, yet in the context of tourism, it
changes o be part of entertainment culture. Pedormances of magic rites in
driving=ghast ceremonies now turn out to be atiractive matters showing the
unigueness of Miao ethnic groap, The pesple in the community themselves
besome cultural agents and creale a new kind of collure—expressed
culture {(or we may sy, lourism cullure), which rellects the changes of
social relationship and social structure in different confests

The author points out in conclusion that: (1 jwith the change of social
and eultuml sovironment, especially after the entrance of lourism to the
Migo community of Shanjiang. people thers begin to have different voices
pid behaviors, The lear amd s expressions, onee heing the typical
peyehological and culiuril characteristic of peaple there, have split up to
two parts—one part shll exists a5 it was before, another part becomes an
expressiod culture in the stage; (2} The estabhlishment of Miso museum and
exploration of Banku village express the community’s openness o the
outgide world, which facilitates from the mass media, o good knowledge of
tnformation about the sutside and the tourism development of the nearby
Fenghuang eity; (3)In the procedure of exploring tourism and displaying
culture, the mentality of Miao people in Shanjiang is in an open mood
instesd of a elosed mood. This transdormution of mentality is somewhat
similar to that of the whole Chinese in the mecent hundreds of years
confronting with the outside world, thus in o certain degree. we may regard
this ethnography as o case study w this course of China.
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