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A WORD FROM THE PUBLISHER

Confucius, the ancient Chinese ideologist, once stated, "A virtuous man never stands
alone; he will always have friends."

A 90 year old Canadian has for decades cherished memories of China. His boundless
friendship and deep feelings for our country are inspirational to us on this side of the
Pacific.

As publishers, looking at these photos, we have been transported back to the China
of the 1930s. During thar period, life was miserable, full of hardship. Reverend William
Smith's photos are testimonials to China's history.

In publishing "Old Shandong’, we recognize that Reverend William Smith's -sharp
eyes captured many aspects of old China. Furtheunore, his distinctive photographic style
and artistic vision are timeless.

Today, as we are publish "Old Shandong." we hope that it will enhance understanding
of China's past. With such understanding, China's future will be blessed.

Finally, we wantto thank R everend William Smith, Protessors Gerald Sperling and
Song Jiaheng and the staff of the Canadian Embassy in China for all of their efforts to
ensure the publication of "Old Shandong.”

Shandong Fine Arts Publishing House
October 1996
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PREFACE

This book has had a history, not nearly so eventful as Reverend William A. Smith's story, but
- interesting all the same. After spending some three years in China, from 1985-1987, Gerry
- Sperling returned to Canada to take up his teaching position at the University of Regina.
Sometime in the spring of 1988, he received a call out of the blue from a decades old buddy,
:‘_ Howard Adelman. He informed him that his son, Jeremy, then in his late twenties, was doing
- research on his Ph.D. dissertation comparing economic developments on the Canadian prairies
 and Argentina from 1900-1914. He had to spend some time in the Saskatchewan Archives in
: Regina. Could Sperling find this young man a place to stay? Certainly he could, and did.

_ He had not seen Jeremy since he was a tot and they soon were engaged in a wide range of
| discourse. Sperling was regaling this young historian with some of his tales of China, when
Jeremy interrupted and said,"You know grandpa has this incredible collection of photos he took
L when he was a missionary in China."

It took Sperling a moment to place"grandpa”. And then it all came back. As it happened,
 some thirty years previously, Jeremy Adelman's mother and Sperling had been friends. He
t remembered her telling him that she had been bom in China and that her dad was a missionary.
| In fact, she is the Margaret Dorothy Smith who was born in Hebei province on September 19,
 1936.




One thing led to another and on several occasions, first with Jeremy and then alone, Sperling
embarked on a series of lengthy interviews and photos viewing with Will Smith in Clrksburg,
Ontario, Canada. Dr. Jeremy Adelman, then, is the first person who should be thanked. He was
there at the inception of an idea. Certainly, Jeremy's father and mother should be acknowledged
as well. After all, without them there would be no Jeremy. Then again, without Will and
Evangeline, there would be no Margaret,

Four years ago, -Professor Song Jiaheng of China's Shandong University, in conversation with
Professor Sperling in Regina realized that this book should and could be published in China.
She found the publisher through her acquaintance with Madame Sun Yingkui,whose husband Sun
Shunjun worked as an editor at the Shandong Fine Arts Publishing House. As it happened, Ms. Sun
had boarded at Professor Sperling's house when she was a visiting scholar at the University of
Regina in 1988.

There are other persons and institutions who have helped along the way in bringing this
project to fruition. Dr. Richard King, Counsellor (Academic and Cultural Affairs)at the Canadian
Embassy in Beljing, in these times of restraint, managed to find just the right amount of funds
to assist in this book's publication. More importantly, he provided moral support for the project

when it was needed.




Lome McClinton, formerly of the School of Journalism and Communications at the University
of Regina should be thanked. As an artistic photographer, he recognized the value of Will

Smith's work.

The University of Regina's President's Fund and two Deans of Arts provided some important
seed money at key junctures in the history of this project. Sperling's wife and partner, Magge
Siggins prodded him, cajoled him and cheered him. One could not ask for a more stimulating
life mate. Song's husband, Li Tianan, an economic historian, provided many useful insights into
the Shandong political cconomy of the 1930s. Vera Smith, Will Smith's wife, supported Will
and was keen about this project from the beginning. Will Smith is a lucky man to have such
a wife. |

Of course, the hero of the piece is the Reverend William A. Smith. Without his eye, none
of this would have happened. But perhaps the real giants are the people of Shandong who were
thete to inspire Will Smith's art, The vast majority of the photos displayed in this book are from
Reverend Smith's Shandong period, 1934-1937. There are a few photographs from Beijing,
Hunan and Tianjin. Smith kept fairly precise records for most of his photos. On the other hand,
many of his photos are identified generally by place and time. We have for the most part relied

on his memory.



While we have tried to present the description of Will's life and work from his perspective,

in the final analysis, we are responsible for the interpretation presented in this book.

Gerald B. Sperling  Song Jiaheng
Jinan
October 1996
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Buying and Selling:
; dfll. and fairs
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An oxcart, laden with happy people:"On the
road agan.”
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A major form of wansportation of people or goods
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The markel was very amportant i the e of the people of Shandong. There were markets every three days, every week and in
some Pl.ln"- there wondld & semii-annual or aniual Lo




Masses of people at a market within the city walls,
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The hat market to satisfy
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and fashion desire.
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Shoes for sale. Note the
"bound feet”, 1op centre.
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Metal utensils for sale. It must be just afier lunch because
one of these entrepreneurs 1s having a xiwa or rest




