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Preface

I been 60 yeae ince my parests ovedFrom Beijing to Tianjin iy my lesentary schooling. Late un, | went o iversity s then worked {n both Befing
nd Shanghai. Bis, every year | must retur o Tuanjin to visit relatives and friends. | ove Tianjin and care very much sboat my hometosn; its econonic develop-
et and culteral events hive alwitys inspired ime. |was so glad when | heard that my ol friends Wang Shu 71 and Hng Ying were editing the comprehensive
photn essay A Gilance at Modern China through the Eyes of Tiamjin: 100 Firsts. Fortunasely, | have had the privilege of reading it “hot off the presses.” 1 write this
shiort artcle during the New Year's Holiday b0 celohrate their sucoess.

Tianjin s 4 fmous historical ity bocated s the gateway to Beiiing und close 1 the Bobui Sea, made it the frst ity 10 be opened in Norther Chin. One hundred
forty years ago, Tianjin vas the beading city in the China's industial revolution and modemization, ‘Today, it i still sae of China's most sdvanced economi and
culniral cities. When glancing af China's moder history, yoi will ind that Tianfin has been & most fmportant window o ook throsigh. Many famous historical
evont were played out here.

The selections in 100 Firsts are the earfiest hapipenings revorded in China’s history i each eafegory. From the misd 19t century until the mis 20 cenury, Tranjin
i the North and Shanghal in the South were leading in all felds of social development ind miodernization. Due 19 its wnigie georaphic location and historical
Packgroans, Tianjin s ity own special features in it politics, eennoenies and culire,

From the bl of contents readens will find this hook covers varions topics: education, military, leptslanon, urban development, finance, post and telocommumion-

tims, railwiy transportition, rndustry, sciuice anil eclinology, foreign trade, commerce, entertainment, religion, scial anganizations, plilosophy, the arts, culiure,
s spoits. In tatal there are 112 isems which inclusde the peneral highlights of Tianjin,

I thie s, China was backowand and undeveboped. Tianjin fae nine forcign concessions; fhis spevial feature in Tianjin's histary miide i @ fcus poind of the
wirld, mitricting misch international stienton, In addition 10 the humilision of “colmation”, tere were ulso clushes berween and & mixing of Wesier und
Fastem culure, Tianjin progressed throagh miny haod times, which gove it o chance to display its determmation and spirit of enterprize,

Frum planming to finishing such a book rich in content, historical dota and photopraphs, Wang $hu Zu, Hang Ying, and their colleagues have worked diligently
withis the last 3 years, devoting themselves (o-collscting documents and ediing dedails,

Cne o the siginficant anistae feares of this book s the 112 unique doors placed hefore each of the iens; these doors represent Tiunpin's rofe in Chinese history
it e gakcwny 1o Beijing. We can see the extensive effons of the editing team wha endeavored io shoot each dior with care. Readers will most cemunly enjoy
this artistic detail while alsn absarhing the history of Tianfin.

Being in the midst of China's present-day culiure of capricioussess, we muil recognize the iinporiance of the “old frisnds of Tranjin® schicving this formidable
necoanplshment with such sieadfast commitment.

T expect the mithors coubd publish 2 sequel A Glance i Today's Cliing thrgh ihe Eves of Timjin: 100 Firss, which ecould cover 100 firds afier the foomdstion of
ilse Peaple’s Regublic of Chiing, in paricular the achievements sinee reform, Only 1060 firds canmot possibly iell the story of all of Tranjin's glories,

fii thee spring of 2007, af o o whei there is 2 great amount of development being made in Tianjin's Binkai New District, the publishing of such 4 hook nich
in hoif academic value snd readability conkd oot be omelier. Thess simultangis new beginnings reaund us tal we should bring forth new fdeas inw Clilness
culture while also working b vastly develop our econonay. A stong culimal background gunmnices the vitaliy and contimaons charm of Tunjin for many gen-

Wb
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Eharles Maniel Tenneyy?

ina’s First Modern University

B! Peiyang University

OnOctober 2, 1895, with the approval of Em-
peror Guang Xu, China's first university, Peiyang
Western Studies College,opened in Tianjin. The

L e N Y el -l

——

following year the name was changed to Pelyang

University. Peiyang University is the predecessor

fo et e I

of hgetys'll"l'.nqln University. | ‘ N Y LT T ) ;4 f_. -
Following the examples of Harvard and Yale [ N TS f3.n1f wix2% vy

universities, Peiyang University established : A E E E ; E ‘; E ; : r‘: ; Ji .‘ : E .: f E % 4 "

curriculum which included Bachelor’s degree . : thad Wi } " E‘ E h u. ! T i

coueses, a5 well as college peeparatory courses : E E :f‘ E :. *‘ : E LT 'Il ‘ : : } :. :' ‘

The motto of Peiyang(Tianjin University) is “Be E E i % EEER 5 || ,;; : : . ;:: ; E ] 3 *;

honest and practical” STREEE 11 §adEid aandy
Within the last 100 years, Peiyang has been TSRS PR PR AR Y

responsible for providing a wealth of academic
talent for the country.
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China’s First University Diploma

[ssued by Peiyang
University

In January 1900, Peivang University issued China’s first umiversity diploma
to Mr. Wang Chonghui. Wang Chonghui (Wang Liangchou, 1881-1958 ), who
was born in Dongguan, Guangdong Province, became one of China’s famous
jurists. Later he was a member of the Tong Meng Club at the end of the Qing
Dynasty.

After he graduated from Peiyang University, Wang continued his studies
abroad, earned a Ph.D. in Law at Yale Univeristy and qualification 1o be a lawyer
in the United Kingdom. He was also @ member of the Berlin Comparative Law
Society. He translated German civil law into English, and it became a popular
textbook subject for many US and European universities.

In 1912, he became the Foreign Affairs Minister of republican China's tem-
porary Nanjing government and co-wrote President Sun Yat Sen’s inaugural
address in English, which attracted a lot of attention worldwide.

After 1923, he was twice selected as a judge for the International Court of
Justice located in the Hague.
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China’s First Complete Education System

Nankai Series schools

From 1898 to 1917, the trailblazer of

\ China’s modem education, Yan Xiu (1860-

 1929) and Zhang Boling ( 1876-1951) used the
Yan Family's private school as a basis for re-
forming traditional education and promoting
a new style of education. They co-established
the Yan Family School, the Yan Family Girls
School (including nursery and kindergarten),
Nankai Elementary School, Nankai Middle
School, Nankai Girls” Middle School and
Nankai University which together formed the
Nankai series of schools.




Up until 1928, Nankai schools included four levels of educa-
tion: university, middle school, girls' middle school and elementary
school. This was the first complete education system 1n China,

During World War [T and the Japanese occupation, Nankai was
moved to Changsha where it became a public university. Nankai
has produced a lot of talent for the country, including Premiers
7hou Enlai and Wen Jiabao and Vice Premiers Zou Jiahua and
(Qian Qichen. it P EEF R

Wurkai Middie School students namelist
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