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A mck carvmg is a hguraﬂve “History Baph” p&m,ted or. £arvml
0;1 »rocks — aLg,anty of its kind. in every country—, whose existence
has added a great deal to the hlstory records and en,uched the hlstory
of dlfferent ethmc grougs. | |

Tn other t‘:mes,, 1 laf:ked suHu:tent knowledge about ‘the s&ghiﬁ‘-
cihde 6f roclﬁ:arvmgs. In early July of ‘1983, Jlger, Aliti-and T made
onir way to the Altay Mountairis to probe the history of kazak iiation-
ality systetiaticafly. Theve wé found & gteat number of rock carv-
iigd;  Until then; did we have a tentative idea about their *vivid:-';and'
rich connotations: However. that optional.inspection tour was just
limited to three prefectures, mcludmg Altay, Tachenand Bortala.__-,_

After coming back_from the inspection, I have come to realize
that we can not expound the hlstorlcal matters unless a rock carvmg
is used ds A shppert for thelr mféfpretamm especmlly. when we nieed
to ‘write the social history of thé minority nationalities in Xinjiang.

An-d hence. I was determmed'to--hhve niﬂcdpprehenswe .ln-speéhon of

~-"Nevenheless, 1 had to face 1mmh m-number of ~pmblems in doing

. First: Since the rock paintings. aze m,amly located in she meun-
tams. we;have te. pene,t«rate into the mountmnous areas in. every c:ty
and county for their exact locations, which needs not only a sum of
money but also a transportation means. Second: I was 69 years old at
that time (1984). For such an old age as mine, taking pictures of
rock paintings by climbing mounfain would be rigorous trials for my
health, will and endurance. Third: Each term, I gave lectures to un-
dergraduates or postg‘radilates with an average teaching hour of eight
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hours a week, so T had no otheriehoice but to make it:in suminer or
winter holidays. In spite of unfavorakle:conditions inetitioned above:;
I settled myself to get into the core of it and make a break fhroughlm
m&mgﬁamh U TS U LTSS L S ST SNy

- While' sendmg this book to press, 1 ’d h‘ke to say that gll'the d!ffl-
culties ' mentioned above have ibeeti got over one after anothercand
some desirable results have beer'inade. *The éreative ideas and ad-
vances 'concerried” with ' certain significant: scientific matters ‘have
grown out of on --the — spot thspection Gf ‘a large m}mber of*’ rock
pamtmgs. o R A AR S 5 T A - {

Tn the past decade, I' have obtained did and support nét only frém
different’ ethnic grotips including” Uygur,’ Keazak,- Hui, Mongol and
Kirgiz but-also from the leaders at'different levels. They have provid-
ed me with géod vehicles and capable guides. ‘If ‘not for thei# help ; it
would be even difficult for me to'mdve a single step in iy’ trek "‘Here;

I’d like to express my heartfelt thanks to them. v~ v i 0
LMy ﬂten-yé‘ar joutney covered more ‘thdan /100 thousand kilome-
ters.  In-suminery 1 had: t@“’f“&t‘e‘iscorchmg sun anid sultry weathet
while in ‘winter, 1 had to go agamsvbliz'zéf-ds and brwe se'*fere cold.
How atrdiitus it is| R A AT A SED L

I July, ‘1987, while: making a trip to the Lesser: Kﬁrﬁhayh Reuk

Carving Complex in Baozidong town, Wehsu:county, --Huang }Yianhua,

Warnggqian and I wére eaught in downpour intermingled by hailstorm:
We had 'to stop our ear'in thé higher place of the marrow.valley. Not
far from our parking, we noticéd a large section of rdad was washed
‘away by & drift of mud. and stones:’ Howewr. $t was fortunate for us

T

-‘to h&ve a4 narrow escape from the disasteri 7 00, 2 5 oo

~In January, 1988, when winter’vocation just began, Yang Fux-
uey-Huang jianghua (postgraduates) and I'started a tour of the Kepu-
jlayt Rock: Engraving complex which is' situated at the southerti pass

‘of the-Tianshan mountains in' Tioksun ounty; 'where we’ just hap-

péned to’meet a gale. Even though wearing an old goat~~skin jacket;
I felt cold, ‘while the two’ postgraduates, 'with ohly cotmoni-— ptdded
coats on,’'| was sure, felt even worse.-
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. In erder to draw the sketches.gof some important rock carvings., I
had to kneel down. agamst si;ropg wind. for QVer an hour before I came
baCk 10 thf‘ car. ! S e T o s el Ty *H’:.;.fr T

In January, 1989, while makmg a study tour of the roc,k c,arvrmgs
iri Qinchen district of Hami, we were-caught in a ¢old wave.  There
appesred. an atmosphere “between shaze and cold, air, -everything
laoked grey,and frozen”.- Thoygh the youpg.-man felt ill'in my compa-

- ny, he still: took pains > taking efforts to .inspect the rock carvings in

the. White Hill and the Zhe Yao -Gully. . D
In January, 1990, I braved both cold wave and heavy SNOW. to
leave for- Mulei county with Chen Fuyjin, (postgraduate), when the
temperature in Mulei. dropped t6; 30 degree centigrade below zero,
snow kept falling. Time and.tide wait for, nobagdy- S0 wei went.into
the mountain against heavy. snow. .We arrived in Bostan winter pas:
tureland and we discovered important rock carvings with so, delight{yl
a feeling that we even forgot severgcold, . . .- a0
~JIn. summer vogation, 1991,. I, made a trek;across Ylll .and Altay
prefectures. :In July, 31st,, while we. were mgking an investigation in
Gongliu-countys. I was told by the weather forecast that there would
be moderate rain or downpour in Yili moﬁntainouq area -between -Apr
gust: Ist.gid 3rd. Dwing te that, the leaders of Gongliu county ad-
vised me to stop our mountain trek for several days. Because of tight
schedule,- on the morning of Angust lst,. 1 set my foot toward, the
Wosun Mountain and searched for the Aktas Gave Frescos. When we
reached the top of, the mquntain jwith an elevation;of 2000 meters
where located the cave, it began raining hard.- Wang Xinming, and |
as well as two guides climbed down the slope at 200 meters., with.rain
spleshing, and-found.the cave at-last. .On the way back,. vehicles be-
ing stuck.in the gully, we had toput up at a kazak’s yurt: for a night.
-« When we were about tp mowe teward the Altay Mountaings, the
time was. getting more urgent « for; there wete-over.20 days. to go from
the.new school term.. We first went to the barder region between Chi-
na and the former Soviet Union in Ha Bahe county on.an inspection
tour of cave frescos. However, the region -just suffered a strong
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