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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land; they are the cultural
crystallization of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and cultural cities in
successive 4 groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 12 historic cultural villages for the first time; now a great number of villages
are enthusiastically applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the protection of historic villages to a new
high, and also reflects that people have got a common view on protecting heritages. Just as famous cities, famous historic villages
are also provided with relatively high cultural, scientific and artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and
nationalities. Quite a few famous villages have fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special features,
which are indeed precious. Our country has a vast territory and a great many cities and villages, and the protection and rational
development of historic and cultural villages are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing
of this Series Picture Albums of China's Famous Historic and Cultural Villages is that we would like, through introducing the
historical and cultural essence of these famous villages and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional culture, to

intensify the strength of the billows and waves in protecting the famous villages.

Ruan Yisan
Member of National Experts’ Ci ittee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame

Head of National Research Centre of Historical Cities
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A planning map for the ancient village of Dangjiacun
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Famous Village of Dangjiacun

Sited at Xizhuang (West Manor) Town in Hancheng City, Shanxi
Province, Dangjiacun(Dangs' Family) is 8km away from the city
proper. It is a cultural relic unit under state-level protection and
historical and cultural famous village of China, and has been
ranked in the Preparatory List of the World Cultural Heritages.

Nestled on the first-tier slope on the northern bank of Bishui
River, Dangjiacun was first found in the second year of the

Zhishun Period of the Yuan Dynasty(1331). With the original

well as doors and windows of all the rooms being wood carvings
of various patterns. Next is their rich cultural connotation. The
main entrance must be opened in a certain direction of the Eight
Diagrams Figure; all the rooms are of their definite rules: the hall
room is the site for worshiping ancestors and banquets for
wedding and funeral events, gate house is elders' residences and
warehouses, and wing rooms serve as residences for juniors and
kitchens. Atop the main entrances of quadrangles are inscriptions
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Heritages of the Ancient Village

B 32K A FI Abird'seye view of Dangjiacun

st KA, F{E W 4B K Lofy overlooking the Dangjiacun, it is not only composed of the
E8krith, MEE% T TSN quadrangle civil residences in close rows like teeth of a comb and scales
Hb A K AN LR AAEFR of a fish, but also the other ancient buildings of various kinds imbedded in
8 B LR A R Y the village, which hoye become the indispensable componem part of the

Lol B P village. Around the village are the valleys, plateaus and rivers, all the more
N )f ﬂﬁ’ ERARH % RRF the veins steaming vital-energy to endow the place with fine spirits and
#AK. bring forward men of talent,
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