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Preface

Tourist guidebooks in the past were always the edition of the materials of seenic
areas while this book will do its best in breaking through such a pattern. The modern
tourist behaviors pay more and more stress on the excavation of eultural connutation
and the seenie areas are only the carviers of such a culture. Areas with so heavy
history and brilliant culture as Shanxi have the prominent expressions of their tour-
ist values not only embodied in their historical ruins but also embodied in their his-
torical and cultural origins. Therefore, Messrs. Li Donggang and Liv Xiaojun, two
well-known correspondents of Chinese tourisni, and I treked threough a long way
from north to south in Shanxi in & time of two years, where we made investigations,
took photographs and wrote avticles in more than 200 sceniv areas in more than 60
counties and cities covered by 11 regions. Mr.Li Nanstudent on M.Philin Finance in
the University of Paris-Dauphine and Ms.Li Ying,student on MLSc.in Human Re-
sources Management in the London School of Economics and Political Seience were
as well invited to take part in our exploration and the editing works of the book.
Therefore, such 3 style has been formed as that, prior to introduction of cach region.
we will provide an informal essay. which introduces in detail the history and culture
and also introduces our feeling to the future tourist guests. We believe that these
introductions will greatly benefit the readers.

In introducing these seenic areas, we will take the piciures as main part and do
our best to compress the words, so as (o make the readers obtain the most directly
pereeived feeling.

To make convenient the eating, lodging, traveling and shopping of the tourist
guesty, in the briefing of each place. we will design several tourist lines for them to
seleet and most of these lines were provided by the comrades with the local tourist
competent department and therefore are mature tourist products. Besides, we will
also introduce some key hotels and travel agencies trustworthy in nature-to-price
ratio and service standard.

I addition, the loeal special products and famous restuurants will also appear
in our hook, of which some introductions are in the form of informal essay. We he-
lieve the readers will see, from this book, not only picees of the material objects and
true sceneries but also more cultures and histories, and enjoy from this the delight of
reading,

We acknowledge the help of many tourism offices from not only ShanXi but
also other provinces, In particular.We thank photegraphers Messrs. Chen Baosheng
and Wei Xiangdong for their contribution to the photos on Qikon as well as Shuozhou.

Yang Jianfeng

December 3, 2002
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East of the mountain, and west of the river,

abundant resources in earth and talent among people
-Travel in Shanxi

Perhaps you may see Chinn o 20 yenrs from Shenzhen, vou imay < Chifig of 200 Sers from Beijing,

tnd you may see Chini of 1000 vears from Xi*an, While what can vou see from Shanx!? Ching of 5000
VLurs

Beginning from the founders of mankingd., Chinese Nation muluplicd and lived in sieh o vast carth,
and from Sh-:nnuu;. tsting numerous herbs to Three Emperors and Five Sovereigns, the ancestors of
CUhinese Nation existed in the southenst arcas of Shanxi, such as Y uncheng and Chungzehi. Afier éntering
the Spring and Autumn Period and (he Wn'rhg-smmr-‘mud, Tarywan gradually beetme the palineal dud
ccononie center until Zhoo Goangyi niade slaughier in the oity. In the later years, in the central Shanxi there
ruse abruptly o group of rich and giant jimts and Shanxi also bécame the richest aren within the four
SCas, ]

it s sud Lbalmdur wnpl'lmnl position and good climate conditions determine the ploces
where otir nwm Lived in-compact commanities {standing by Taitang Mountuir in the north and
bordering on wm River i the south, South Shanxi 15 the baby in arm bead of Yellow River), then
frequent wars and national mixing brought up the rce superiofity of Shanxi (though such a supenonity failed
to be scen wﬂy} In the istory, Shanxi was always situated 08 place borde sting the external pations in the
rorthand, after cach victory of war obtained in the history; the minonit y nationadities moved into the inland
on & large scale (especitlly the nomadic peoples). Thitefore, from Wei, Jin and the Northern and Scouthem
Dynnsties to Sui, Tang ani| Five Dynasties, the people of Xiongnu. Xianbei, Jie, Qiang, Huihe, Shatuo and
the later I'iﬁc and Mongolin have entered Shanxiiin o large scalé and were Han-nationalized withaut
exc cpﬂm. The superiorities of hybridization ware contmuously embodied in valinniness, skilfulness in
battle, resourectulness and yery high cultural and artistic accomplishments of men, and also embodies in
beawry of women. In those apes, many emperors, generals and prime ministers were born in Shanxi and.
Inter, the merchants and finuncial magnates of the firsi generation h)}'-ﬂhlm o emerged from smong te
men sesking o livelihood outside the west pass, Shanxi® s people at that ime teally could be rated ay
extensiveness, inagnanimousness and oredt momentum,

What wiis brought up by such race superiorities? It wits cultiires and historics, In the lomg period of
tine, on the curth of Shanki were lefi behind extremely thick eultures and nch eultural relics, OF the four
ground buildings of Tang Dynisty retained o present in obr country, 3 are in Shanai and. of the wroned
buildings prior to Song Dynusty retained at present, 70% are in Shanxi. Most of thesé buildings exist in the
form of tlemple and embody the ancient brilliont architectoral art, sculpture art, printimge an and splendid
Buddhist culture of ancient China.

This s just one of the four grand resources of Shanxi tourism: Tempiles.

Shanxi people have extremely heavy provincialism, and fie continuatian af such sense-can be seen
from the muse of grand pagoda ree over homeland and the Big walls of Shinxi’ s houses and ¢ourtvards.
Mostof the men succeeded in'e m“mﬂl business and trade in the outside placiss would render services
w repay their home villages undhlﬁld houses and countyards which would consume up the savings of their
wholk fife These houses and mimynni-. were deeply engraved with (he Rslk ustom and the starus of the
husts, and their scale in so large a5 enceeding our imagination. Among the courtyards retiined down in
Shanxi are minister monsions with the style of imperinl family. general castles with the colors of! literary
and miliary sirategies and the citiven' s residences of the descendants Of the Jn]mlrl& alfictal s families,
n addition to the merchant’ « wrand coutyards, and even the most common crtizen” s resilenoes ire )]
of the simple and honest loess Land. of which the sultural connatation and architectural ans can only be
learned thifough practice when you are in the locality.

Thisis just the second one of thé fouk greal wurist resources of Shanyi: Counvards

Sqﬁﬂ"@!,&n brilliant history, what earry the bistory are the many cities, swhere what Vol i see today




are only the ancient streets, anclent eities aid ancient iy walls of Pingyae with peculior features while vou

oot Know they wene retamed down in fact in the constructive destruction. Maybe you abso do oot know
fhie then dinying was just Taiyuan todiy and was a iy ke garden, with 24 ooy cates, which has once
resufrected even though experienang Live destruetion, Mood and arly mussacre o carly Song Dynusty. so
that it was hghly prvsed as “a beautifal oty ™ by Mareo Polo, Now, from such a city vou can see the rises
and fialls in the hrstory, For instance, when youlour Jne: Terple, you can see the ancient Jinyang, and you
car see the favorable and unfivorable twms i Tl in several thoasand vears sinoe the Waring Stites Period.
Here we of course can not but mention Pingyao and. from Pingyao, the ancient city kept most intact in north
China, we can see not only the elty” s stvle and teatures in the past. but also the footmurks of Shanxi
mrehantd

This is just the third ane of the four grest tourist reseurees 10 Shansd; Andient cities

Gengrophically, Shunxi stunds by Taihung Mountain in the east and borders on Yellow: Riverin the
west and, within its bounds are Tathang Mountain, Hengshon Mountam, Wita) Mountain, Toyue
Mountain, Zhongtiog Mountain and Luliang Mountam, which comstitute numberous vews of mauntans
and rivers, where thére are vast forests and numerous nature Conservation areis, [n Shasyl, il s almost
certain that, where there are moantains, there are temples: where there are temples, there are forests.
Thcﬂ.lum, lhe vgptalmn is excellent. As is remembered. on the mountain gate of Dongyue Temple of
we have seen such nnlmlﬂm:ml couplet as savine =T dor” tsay o word sehen vou et my
0 escape after | wound you™ Such an antithetical couplet was hing on the mountain gate for
severnl hindred years and may be an admonition st up by the monk for protecting the forest while the
common people hid it converted into a norm for their morality and bekaviom. We always think that, if it
were niol for the ruin and pollution because of coal mines and coking, whit a beautiful province Shanxi
would be. Wi have seen an article titled  *Shunxd in Late Centary ™. which analyses the adventages and
disadvantages the development of cond resources of Shanxi has for the ccononmie developnient of Shinxi,

from which we can understiand that so doing seems i cholee having no altermitive and was 4 sacrifice for
the interest 0f the country and naton, Such o saying appears magnanimous, whilé we ae viry diffienlt 1o
see dense forests m such histonic and cultural famous cities as Datong, Shuozhou and Duixian: What
appeanances they had in the past can be understood solely from the Introduction to the Ming-dynisty” s
Tombs. which tells us the fact that those large pine trees used for build the Ming-dynasty "5 Tombs were
all et from Daixian County. From the ahove descriptions we see thit, even through there were frequent
wats, the north Shanxi of eighteenth and nineteenth denturies still had lush pasture and luxarkant wonds.
Such aseenery can enly he available in the namre conservation sreasand the undevelopied land.

These mountains and rivers of Shanxi huve two eharactenstics. The (st s the graceful scenemies and
long historie Culture, und the secord js the absolutely clear and cisp uir, which may be th siturd oxveen.

This 15 just the fourth one of the four great tounst resolrees of Shanse: Mountims and rivers

The four grent fentured resonrces of temples, eourtyards, anelent cities and the mountains and rivers
are ol so hiph o grade, s thick o cultiare, so large o seale and <6 preat & quantity o5 1o be enpugh 10 surprise
you. Nowonder m anationwide tourisi resources nvestiganon several veurs before, which pr—uvjncé wis
apprivised us having richest resources? Shanxd, which is almost also the province with fewest number of
LIUTIS| SUEsts i our countey.

In fiet, i addition to the above four great ourist resources, we can also see more things. Can you think
wher were bom the great musters of poem and i of Tung and Song Dynasties and the consummute
criftsman ofereation of quyi of Yuan Dynasty? Cun vou think where the Wall Streetof China in the perod
of Mingand Qing Dynusties was” When you hear the sad and dreary melodies of *going beyond the west
patss”, can you think of the attraction of the art of “dagu”™ and Shanxi opera? When vou climb up the grngd
Tathang Mountain Range aod when you step in the former site of then headguartess of Eighth Route Army
and the horder areas, can you not bul sigh with emation for the majesty jnd fndomitable vitalite of our
nation? -+ These artistic and humunistic things sre 10 numerous 1o mention individuslly.

Friends, come to Shanxi and ket your joumeys bé very touching
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