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Preface

With the rapid growth of travel and tourism since China’ s reform and
opening-up le the outside world in 1979, particularly the success of Bei-
jing” s bid for Olympic Games in 2008 and China’ s entry into the World
Trade Organization {WTO) in 2001, an ever-increasing number of overseas
visitors are coming to Beijing.

Beijing is a world-renowned ancient capital, and a famous city of world
history and culture as well. Beijing is an ideal place to visit. as well as to
invest, and to do business, to shop. to dine or to be entertained. Beijing
is both an ancient and & young city. The city is ancient, because it boasts
a 500, 000-year history of civilization; as a city. Beijing has a history of
mote than 3, 000 years {the city was established in 1045 BC)Y, and as a
capital {(Jin Dynasty, the first dynasty in the Chinese lustory. made Bei-
jing its capital in AD 1115), it has a history of nearly 900 vears. This an-
cient city of Beijing is a masterpiece of the longest history and the largest
scale in the world and also is the crystallisation of the capital construction
in the history of China. Beijing is a voung city in temms of vitality and its
importance not only in China but alse the world over, The reasons why
Beijing attracts and pleases people are not hard to discover. To start ail the
heart of Beijing itself, tourists see the Tian" anmen Square, which is the
geographical and emotional centre of the city,

National capitals are always tourist attractions. Most people wish to see
their capital city when they begin travelling about their own countrv. When
they go ubroad, few neglect to pay at least a cursory call on a country’ s
seat of government.

There is something special about a national capital, and Beijing is no
exception. Its eminence among China’ s tourist attractions is not due solely
to its statues as the political and cultural centre of the nation. Beijing is a
city of distinction in its own right, a tourist experience of unusual variety
and unexpected contrasts,

More than any other city, Beijing offers a splendid microcosm of both
modern and traditional China. It contains so many sights within ils vieinity
that one short visit is insufficient to include them all. “Half a loal is better
than no bread. ™

The Sights of Beijfing, intended both for general readers and for serious
students of tourism colleges. tourism universities and tour guide/inter-
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THE SiGHTS OF BELJING
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preters,  presents very rich, fascinating and halanced pictures of places of
interest in Beijing from the geological histon of Peking Man s residence
site at Zhoukoudian to the present-day in a span ol approximalely 500, 006
vears. The author is concerned nol only with contents. bul with Chinese
history. philosophy, reiigion and the realm of ideas, while he places the
contents in their historical, polilical and social setting. Henee this book ia
not merely a history of Beijing but, to some degree, a cullural history of
Beijing and China as well.

It may also serve as a useful reference book for English-speaking, inter-
preters of government offices and trade corporations whe show overscas vis-
iors or business people around from time to time. It may come in handy
for vverseas tourists who visit Beljing on an individual or family basis. As
some sketch maps illustrale it. they may. Uf they want to, sec the sights by
theruselves without the help of a local guide. China is a relaxed and con-
tented land—and Beijing is the cosmopolitan heart with u great way of life,
This book can only be a colourful index 1o vour very special visil. Use it
now as a gnide then keep it as a fond memory of your all-teo-briel slop 1n
Beijing. the capital of the People’ s Republic of China,

The Sighis of Beying 1s divided into the following cighl different parts,
Part One consists of the ¢ity sightseeing. Part Two and Part Three contain
profiles of the prime sights. Since it is intended hoth for guide / interpreters
and overseas visitors, 1 lry my best 1o put it in spoken English and follow
the rontes that include the major spots. Part Four s made up of places to
vieit. Part Five deals with travel information. Panrt Six includes some fa-
mous scenic spots within one day’ s journey (rom Beijing. Parl Seven cov-
ers Olympics and sports, and Part Eight is concerned with appendix {some
important information related to lravel}. To give readers a sense of reality,
the first person is used occasionally in some of the briefings, In terms of
contents.  The Sights of Beijing advances with the times.

The author owes a debt of gratitude Lo many individuals for their help
and support in preparing this book, especially to Professor Jiang Yiqun,
the author’s wife for her many useful suggestions and for her ¢lose scrutiny
of the manuscripl, and to Zhu Yu and Zhu Li. the author’ s daughters for
their wholehearted participation.

Once more, 1 would like to express my special thanks to China Travel
and Tourism Press and Tan Yan, whose continued general support for oy
work has helped to moke this new, more fully illustrated edition possible.

ZHU QIXIN
May 2002



