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Series Foreword

The Bai are one of the peoples who make up China’s great
family of nationalities. With a total population of over 1. 6 mil-
lion, they can be found in Yunnan, Guizhou, Hunan, Sichuan
and elsewhere , although the vast majority live in the Dali Bai Au-
tonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province.

The Bai have a long history and rich culture. Ancient records
attest that they have attracted the world’s attention down through the
ages. In recent years scholars, both Chinese and foreign, have
undertaken extensive research into Bai culture. Since the establish-
ment of new China, the state has been very concermned about minor-
ity peoples, encomaging ereater depth and breadth in Bai cultural
research. Foreign scholars, too, have made many visits to partici-
pate in research projects. '

Bai culture-is profound and complex. Now that society, sci-
ence and knowledge have advanced, the need is greater than ever
for all scholars to work together. Serving as a link between the past
and the future, they can both carry forward the work of those who
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have gone before and also break new ‘ground , in order to build a
socialist culture with Chinese characteristics. In view of this , the
Dali Bai Cultural Research Institute, with the support of prefectural
and city administrations, plans to publish the “Bai Cultural Re-
search Series . The aim is to provide researchers with the opportu-
mty to publish their latest findings. Furthering the development of
Bai culture helps the world to get to know Dali and Dali to advance
towards the world. '

This series has its feet firmly planted in Dali and its face set
towards the world. It follows the policy of “letting one hundred
flowers bloom, one hundred schools of thought contend”. Starting
in 1998, the intention is each year to publish both specialist books
and collected works containing new viewpoints, material and meth-

~ ods. Qur sincere hope is that scholars and experts of Bai culture,

at home and abroad, will unite their efforts to complete this cultural
project which straddles the new millenium.

Finally, it needs to be pointed out that any unit or individual

who helps support the publishing of this series will have their names

recorded for posterity in every successive volume.
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