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Preface

The Olympic flame will be lit at the National Olympic Stadium in Beijing on 8 August 2008. For the first time
in their history, the Olympic Games are being held in China, a country with a long history which remains a
source of fascination for much of the rest of the world. Hosting such a great event in a city with three thousand

years of history is of great and far-reaching significance for Beijing, China and the Olympic Movement.

Since Beijing was elected as the host city for the 2008 Games, just a few days before I was elected as IOC
President, I have visited this traditional and modern city on several occasions. Each time, people’s enthusiasm

for the Olympic Games really impresses me.

The publication Our Seven Years Together narrates one hundred stories of ordinary Chinese people in their
preparation for the Olympic Games, from construction workers of the Olympic stadium to taxi drivers; from
environmental volunteers to Olympic champions; and from Olympic Torchbearers to artists, college students,
tour guides, businessmen and policemen. The panoramic coverage of different social dimensions in this book
fully demonstrates the principle of participation in the Olympic spirit. Organising the Olympic Games has
stimulated the imagination and creativity of the Chinese people.

There is no doubt that for sportsmen and women, and the audience from all around the world, the 2008 Beijing

Olympic Games will be an opportunity to enjoy sporting excellence and to share unforgettable moments of

passion and excitement, celebrating the strength and power of the Olympic values. Let the Games begin!

C g

from the President of the International Olympic Committee

Jacques Rogge
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Introduction

It was a sleepless night in Beijing on the day of July 13th, 2001. The celebration for Beijing’s successful
Olympic bid fulfilled with joy and happiness burnt into the memories of thousands of Chinese.

The past seven years, from 2001 to 2008 is anything but ordinary to Beijingers, Chinese, people of different
nationalities, and all the people involved in Beijing Olympic Games. For the arrival of the Olympic Games,
each person’s life has, consciously or unconsciously, changed with the pace of the Olympics. All the
colleagues of Beijing News Broadcast are no exception, who spared no effort in greeting the day August 8th,
2008. They have paid constant attention to every subtle change in Beijing during the past seven years, and
with their microphones in their hands they present each Beijinger’s anticipation and greetings to the Olympics.
On the occasion of the 100-day countdown to Beijing Olympic Games, let us start to tell you 100 stories about

100 people during the past seven years.

Among these 100 individuals, there are also some foreign friends who live and work in Beijing, who regard
Beijing as their own home and themselves as Beijingers, who work hard for the incoming of the Olympic
Games together with all the Chinese. Beijing is a city with the integration of ancient and modern civilization,
in which each person could feel her with an open and tolerant attitude to greet people from around the world,
of different races and different cultures. That’s exactly where the Olympic Spirit lies.

Our Seven Years Together is a concentrated history. The past seven years with 100 exciting stories not only
burnt into the memories of the 100 individuals for a lifetime, it also witnessed the fast development of a great

city during the Beijing Olympics preparation.

Here comes 2008. Here comes Beijing Olympic Games, which is destined to be a unique and high-level

Olympic event. What’s more, there will be more stirring stories to be told in Beijing in the future.
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2:10 pm, July 13, 2001, at the Beijing

Millennium Monument, cheers to celebrate the
successful bid to host the 2008 Olympics resounded
across the heavens.
[New Beijing! The Olympic bid was
successful!]

t this moment, at the west side of the
Millennium Monument Square, in a

meteorological monitoring car modified from a
white IVECO, the deputy director of the Municipal
Meteorological Observatory, Mr. Guo Hu was beside
himself with joy, jumped high, and his head hit the
car roof.
[Guo Hul]: | was so excited. The weather that
day was a bit mixed with some drops of rain,
somewhat like the weather in Athens, when
the flame was lit on March 24.

eople talk shop all the time. Guo Hu’s topic
Pis never away from “weather” when he chats
with someone. He was appointed the director of
the Beijing Meteorological Observatory not long
after Beijing’s successful bid for the Olympics. He
has a heavier task, and becomes more sensitive to
the slight change of the weather. Even his family
members get weather mania.
[Guo Hu]: | have got the occupational disease.
I am used to standing in my courtyard and
detect whether it rains or not even after | go
back home. Influenced by me, my son often
stands in the courtyard, looking at the sky. He

Guo Hu,
The Man Who Is Best at Chatting
about “Weather”

Reporter: Zhang Ping

Guo Hu—person in charge and spokesman of the Beijing Meteorological Administration, team
leader for the Beijing Olympic meteorological services.

yells in a while, “Dad, come the clouds!”

n 2004, Guo Hu was appointed as the person
Iin charge and the spokesman of the Beijing
Meteorological Administration. His mobile phone
needs to be on twenty four hours a day. His name
and image have appeared more frequently on the
media. Guo Hu suddenly found out that he becomes
a celebrity.

[Guo Hu]: Even vegetable-sellers in my
neighborhood know that | do weather
forecasting. My son is now a college student
at the Tsinghua University. His classmate from
Harbin called him and told that he saw me
forecasting the weather on the television!

ince the start of the countdown before the
SOlympic Games, Guo Hu has felt a growing
pressure day by day. He set a bed in the office to
catch the weather changes at any time.
[Guo Hu]: My wife made an absence list for
me. She marked a cross on the list when |
stayed in office overnight. Sometimes, since
the weather forecast is a process, such as
Matsa, | had to stay in the office for several
days. My wife told me that | spent nearly one-
third of a year in the office.

espite of Guo’s hard work day and night, the

Dunexpected typhoon of Matsa in August 2005
played tricks on this senior meteorological expert.
[Guo Hu]: Weather forecast demands
experience like doctor making diagnosis for



the patient. We kept close surveillance of the
typhoon while it was at sea. But it turned
eastward while going up to the north. As a
result, it passed by Beijing.
atsa’s yearly haunt during the time for the

MOlympics makes people more concerned about
the accuracy of weather forecast during the Olympics.
The reporter interviewed Guo Hu after the season of
typhoon of Matsa just ended in August 2005.
[Reporter]: Are you feeling bad?
[Guo Hul]: A little heavy heart, anyway. On one
hand, | am very tired after these many days of
close surveillance. On the other hand, | worked
under big pressure.
[Reporter]: Do you worry about the distrust
when you release the forecast in the future?
[Guo Hu]: Our forecast can not be 100 percent
accurate. But we contribute 100 percent of our
efforts.
¢ ¢The weather forecast can not be 100 percent

accurate, but forecasters contribute 100 percent
of their efforts.” This is a sentence Guo Hu most
often says. As the 29th Olympic Games approaches,
Guo Hu says this with more confidence. A warning
system for disastrous weathers has been established
in Beijing after seven years. Meteorological stations
equipped with advanced technology have already
spread all over Beijing.
[Guo Hu]: Seven years ago, the rainfall
detection equipment collected the data every

Notes by reporter:
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one hour. It took twenty minutes to transfer
the data to our consultation room. But now,
our station is able to transfer the meteorological
information every five minutes automatically.
We are equipped with more than two hundred
such stations in the city, compared with twenty
or so at that time.

he improvement of Beijing weather forecast is
Tmore than that. During the Olympic Games, the
weather forecast will be available at each venue of
the Games. By then, only a simple phone call will
tell you whether you need to rub the suntan lotion or
not for the outdoor game you watch at that day.
[Concurrent weather forecast on the
phone]: expected on the 17th daytime,
Beijing’s ultraviolet radiation intensity is 2;
radiation intensity is weak; no protective
measures needed for outdoor activities;
meteorological index of car washing is 4; not
suitable for vehicle washing; clothing index is 5;
sweaters are recommended.

he Olympic weather service team consists
Tof the national best fifty forecasters, who are
responsible for the accuracy of the weather forecast
during the Olympics. As the team leader, Guo Hu is
very satisfied with his team.
[Guo Hu]: Over the past 7 years, accuracy of
our forecast has reached 76.5%, an increase by
14%. We are very confident to provide good
forecast service for the Olympics. We are ready!

SOO55555555555555 5555555555555 5 5555555555555 55 555555555555 555>

Since the advent of the Olympic Games, Guo Hu is getting busier with more opportunities on
television, but with less hair. Those who know him well know that over the past years, he hasn’t
gained weight and got less hair. Pressure from the work is the major reason. Guo never denies that,
as he never evades Matsa. It is probably because of his courage to face pressure directly and the
braveness to recognize the failure, Guo has the confidence in future challenges.
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[Cao Dafo]: Beijing 2008 Olympic Games,
China Folk Global Promotion Group, traveling
from the ninety-sixth to the one hundredth
country, kicking off soon, Good Luck China...
ed by Cao Dafo from Beijing, the China Folk
LOlympic Promotion Group started their journey
from the Beijing International Airport on April 11,
2008. In ten days they will realize their dream to
reach 100 countries to promote the Beijing 2008
Olympic Games. This dream began on the sleepless
night seven years ago, when Beijing successfully
won the bid for the 2008 Olympic Games.
[Cao Dafo]: When Mr. Samaranch made the
final decision on July 13, | felt like a firecracker,
flying high to the sky. | was so excited. |
drove my car along the second and the third
ring road. | thought at that time | should do
something. Go out! Go to 100 countries! The
theme of promotion was to invite people all
over the world to participate in the Olympic
Games.

s the first batch of self-employed people in
ABeijing after the reform and opening up of China,
Cao Dafo doesn’t feel traveling expenses are problems
for him. In addition, he is not short of enthusiasm. Cao
has never stopped his steps after his first stop in Spain.
In order to promote the Beijing Olympics, he did his
best in every country he landed in. He even tried to
break a world record in the Antarctic.

[Cao Dafo]: A notice on the ship calls for

Cao Dafo,
Folk Olympic Envoy

Reporter: Chen Yanxu

Cao Dafo—the founder and organizer of the China Folk Olympic Promotion Group, Freelancer.

breaking a Guinness World Record. If anyone
can keep naked over fifteen minutes on the ice
land of the Antarctic, he will break the record.
I have a very good appetite, and | am as hard
as nails. | told the captain that | would like to
have a try. In the beginning | felt a bit cold.
Then | started practicing Chinese Kung Fu, and
made several forward rolls. Many foreigners
applauded and said Chinese OK.

he braveness of Cao Dafo lit the enthusiasm of
Tthe people on board. After they knew that he
came to promote the Beijing Olympics, people with
different skin colors waved the Chinese national
flag, jumped high on the ice and had a group photo
together with him.
[Cao Dafo]: Once a post office in the United
States was about to close when we arrived.
Nobody was allowed to go inside anymore.
We showed them our flag and explained
our purpose to promote the Beijing Olympic
Games around the world. Staff of the post
office stamped the seal on our group flag
solemnly. We then asked to post two postcards.
Unexpectedly, they volunteered to pay for the
postage to express their support to the Beijing
Olympics.

p to now, help from the overseas Chinese
Uduring his journey still warms his heart,
every time Cao Dafo recalls it. No matter it was a

request for the speech venue or for contact with local



Olympic committee, the overseas Chinese never
hesitated to provide their voluntary assistance.
[Cao Dafo]: In Andreas, local overseas Chinese
played the national anthem and lifted the flag
of the Beijing folk promotion group. As soon as
the music was on, we all shed tears. It was an
unexpected surprise for me!

a0’s journey was not always accompanied by
C joyful surprises. Hardships were unavoidable.
Given the fact that trips were all financed by
participants themselves, sometimes the promotion
group had as many as several hundred members,
and sometimes had only Cao Dafo and his son. The
two-member group received warm welcome though.
During their stay in Tunis, a ball game was going
on. The organizer of the game invited Cao Dafo to
award the champion, which made Cao feel extremely
honored.
[Cao Dafo]: | am an ordinary man. I like
meandering around in the neighborhood,
eating jellied bean curd and fried bread sticks. |
am of course very happy when foreigners think
high of me. But | know their kindness is toward
the Chinese people. | simply benefit from the
Olympics.

Notes by reporter:
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t is not easy to promote the Beijing Olympics all
Iat his own expenses. Therefore, Cao is warmly
treated by the locals wherever he arrives.

[Cao Dafo]: For instance, the president of the
Egyptian Olympic Games Committee, brother-
in-law of the President, a cool old man asked
only one question. Who provided the funding
for your promotion trip? He immediately
agreed to meet me after he knew that we paid
from our own pocket. We shook hands and
hugged at the meeting. | felt like it was just a
casual visit to my uncle’s house.

even years, one hundred countries, Cao was
S always on the run. He even had no time to buy
the Olympic tickets. But he had no regrets. He said
that together with his family members, holding a
cup of Chinese tea in his hands, he will wait in front
of the television on August 8. That will be his most
joyful and relieved moment, as he told the reporter
prior to his last departure.
[Cao Dafo]: Soon we will accomplish the goal
of traveling to one hundred countries. We will
declare to the people of Beijing, to the people
of China, and to the people around the world,
we made it! We never make empty promises.
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Through contacts with Cao Dafo, I think he is a frank and persistent man. He never stopped his
steps in the past seven years. At his most difficult time, he had to mortgage his house to raise
money for his trip. In Cao’s mind, difficulties were always overwhelmed by the joy to promote the
Olympic Games. Once a time, an old couple applied to join in the group with all their savings. All
of a sudden, Cao realized that what he wants to fulfill is also the dream of Chinese people. Cao will
be on the road again after the Beijing Olympics. His new journey will be for the promotion of the
Shanghai World Expo. He will never stop. His dream is to let the whole world know about changes

of China.
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Stadium.

[Wang Bing]: We have the support from
the Chinese construction workers as well
as the Chinese people. We are certain that
construction of the Olympic stadium will fully
meet the requirements of the Olympic Games,
and even better.

uly 13, 2001, the moment Beijing won the
Jbid for the Olympic Games, Wang Bing, an
architect of the Beijing Institute of Architectural
Design, was doing a live program for the Olympic
bid in the studio of Beijing News Broadcast. In
front of the reporter, he was excited and proud.
This young architect was full of hope for the
construction of the Beijing Olympic venues. But
what he didn’t anticipate was that in the following
seven years he should make many efforts to fulfill
his promise.

hen Beijing was in the process of the

WOlympic bid, Wang Bing and his colleagues
participated in drafting plans for the Olympic
venues. After Beijing’s successful bid, they soon
received new tasks for the Olympic.
[Wang Bing]: In cooperation with the
Engineering Department of the Olympic
Games Organizing Committee, we conducted
research on the need of the Olympic design to
form a final outline of the Olympic venues. We
completed seventeen items out of over twenty
items. For such a thick pile of document, we
did seventeen of them.

Reporter: Lu Jian

Wang Bing,
The National Indoor Stadium Designer
Who Prefers to Perform a Supporting Role

Wang Bing — architect of the Beijing Institute of Architectural Design, designer of the National

ust by imagining the thickness of Wang’s

J document, we are aware of how much workload
they have undertaken. Planning of the Olympic
venues is the foundation of the venue construction.
Despite of hard and boring work, everybody
understood that good venues are the key to a
successful Olympic Games. Wang Bing and his
colleagues of the Beijing Institute of Architectural
Design worked on the planning for two years.

fter successful completion of this task, Wang
ABing’s long-expecting opportunity finally
came. Bids for designing the National Olympic
Stadium were opened globally in November 2002.
To design the main stadium for the Olympics is a
dream for numerous architects. Almost all the world’
s top designing firms participated in the tender. Wang
Bing and his colleagues hoped that Beijing architects
would win the bid.
[Wang Bing]: Most of the competitors were
unions of several firms, while we were from
one single institute. Three months of work day
and night. It is actually a very painful process
for an architect to put more creative touches
on his designs. Sometimes, the Chinese saying
“someone would die to make a great coup”
may describe that feeling.

hree months later, on behalf of Beijing Institute
Tof Architectural Design, Wang Bing and his
team came up with a proposal to compete with other

thirteen proposals from home and abroad.



[Wang Bing]: The best three designs of the
main Olympic stadium were chosen by secret
ballot. One was the joint-design by Herzog
& DeMeuron from Switzerland and China
Architecture Design & Research Group. One
was the design completed independently by
Beijing Institute of Architectural Design. The
third was...

he contest ended with the winner of Bird’s
TNest. Wang Bing’s design with a suspended and
folding roof was the second choice and failed. This
became Wang Bing’s regret.
[Wang Bing]: There would be some regrets
inevitably. Personally | still like our proposal
very much. We got many votes from the public,
but still dozens fewer than the first one.

ailure was pitiful. But Wang Bing and his team
Fdid not give up.
[Wang Bing]: In addition, we participated in
the Water Cube tender, but failed again. From
the point of active participation in the Olympic
engineering, we all did our best.

n the following biddings, Wang Bing’s team was
Ichosen to design the National Indoor Stadium
project, which is one of the three main buildings
in the Olympic central area. Thrill was obviously
shown on Wang Bing’s face when he finally got the
chance to demonstrate his talent. But he hesitated
when holding the pen in his hand.

[Wang Bing]: Every architect wants to become
famous for his works. But from another point
of view, if he chooses the wrong style for
this place, it might have a greater effect. The
contradictory thought is all about whether
to demonstrate architect’s personality in his

| on

design or not.

o design a spectacular building full of

Tpersonality or to take general layout of the
Olympic central area into consideration, and to make
matching supplements? After considering over and
over again, Wang Bing made up his mind.
[Wang Bing]: Although the National Indoor
Stadium is one of the three major projects,
concept expressed by its design is different
from the Bird’s Nest and the Water Cube. The
central area can be likened to a movie. The
Bird’s Nest and the Water Cube are the leading
actor and actress. The rest buildings are the
supporting roles. Right positioning is the key
to the successful play of the movie. We are
the supporting role and have to perform it
well. It also tests the fundamental skills of an
actor. The next step for us was to highlight the
Bird’s Nest and the Water Cube, therefore the
architectural style of our building must abide
by rules.

t the Olympic central area, the Bird’s Nest is

Around and masculine while the Water Cube is
square and soft. Behind them, the dark-grey color,
fluent and neat style of the National Indoor Stadium
and the National Convention Center help to create
a steady and magnificent atmosphere, and perfectly
highlight the uniqueness of the other two buildings .
While talking about his views of his own work,
Wang Bing who has kept busy for seven years,
touched on it lightly.
[Wang Bing]: So far, | am satisfied with my
performance as the supporting role. It has
fulfilled the requirement of the director and
the story. The overall effects are satisfactory.
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When I made an interview appointment with Wang Bing, his first reaction was not to talk with him
about the Olympic engineering. He was too exhausted. I came to understand his feelings at the end
of my interview. Olympic projects have taken too much of his energy and time for the past seven
years. Wang Bing touched little upon hardships in his work during the interview though, I was still
able to sense the enormous efforts made by him and his colleagues. I think that the best reward for
him is to witness smiling faces of people for picture-taking in front of the Olympic venues, and to
hear sincere praise by the people.
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[Sang Lan]: | was so excited to almost stand up.

n July 13 2001, surrounded by the cheerful
Ocrowds at the Millennium Monument, Sang
Lan sat in her wheelchair, smiling particularly sweet.
At that moment, she forgot her injury and the sad
moment of hers three years ago.
[U.S TV Report]: Sang Lan’s injury...

vault accident in the gymnastics competition
Ain the American Goodwill Games on July 21,
1998 changed Sang Lan’s whole life. But it did not
stop her dream.
[Sang Lan]: My great pity is that | was no
longer able to realize the ultimate dream to
become a Olympic champion when | was an
athlete. But | did not think | was unable to
pursue some of my own life goals after | was
injured. In fact, | think | was reborn after the
injury.

he former president of the International
TOlympic Committee, Mr. Samaranch
encouraged Sang Lan to pass on the spirits of the
Olympics, even though she could never stand on
the highest podium of the Olympic Games. This
becomes Sang Lan’s new dream.
[Sang Lan]: Later | became the ambassador
for the Olympic bidding. | was involved quite
much in the whole process. Because | felt this
was a very meaningful thing in my life.
After the successful Olympic bid, Sang Lan

decided to return her beloved Olympic Games

Reporter: Cao Li

Sang Lan,
The Dream still Going On

Sang Lan—former gymnast, currently special correspondent appointed by the official website
of the Chinese Olympic Committee.

in another way. In September 2002, she was admitted
by the School of Journalism of Peking University.
[Sang Lan]: If | can participate in the 2008
Olympics as a program host or a reporter,
I will feel very honored too. | would like to
spread the feeling of happiness brought by the
Olympics to every corner and to everyone.
ollege life for Sang Lan was filled with
Cdifficulties beyond ordinary people’s
imagination, as Sang has lost all consciousness under
her chest. Climbing stairs, making notes, going to the
toilet, and all the trifles tested her persistence again
and again.
[Sang Lan]: There was no electric fans in
classrooms, not to mention coolers. | do not
perspire. | had difficulty in breathing if without
perspiration. | had to hold my urine in the
classroom, which caused fever all over me.
After long time holding the urine, | had to use
a catheter to pass it out afterwards. At that
time, | could only pour some water on napkins,
and sucked little by the nose. | forgot to take
a facial towel with me. Sometimes, honestly
speaking, | felt so tired and hard. My eyes
turned red too. But after taking a deep breath,
| felt it was no big deal. | held on like this. | was
eager to make spot coverage very much, so |
made great efforts to achieve my goal.
In 2004, the Athens Olympic torch relay arrived

in Beijing. Luckily, Sang Lan was selected as a



torchbearer, although she never won any medals in
the Olympics for China. She completed the torch
relay at the campus of Peking University.
[Sang Lan]: | remember a small episode when
the torch was passed to me. The flame almost
burned my hair by a sudden wind. The torch
handle was very hot and almost burned a blister
on my hand. But both my hair catching fire and
my hand getting a blister were too minor things
compared to the great moment of relaying the
torch. As long as | passed on the torch smoothly,
for me, my dream already came true.

ang Lan said that the special relationship
Sbetween her and the Olympics cannot be
separated. Over the past seven years, Sang Lan's
figure appeared at the campaign to promote Beijing
citizens to learn English to welcome the Olympics,
or at the Olympic lecture for the Ji’an Hope School

in Jing Gang Shan, or in promotional films for the
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Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games. A TV program
called Sang Lan 2008 tells about people and events
related with the Olympics. Her wheelchair, which
has worn to expose the internal tyre, has witnessed
Sang Lan’s journey and every effort made by her for
the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.
[Sang Lan]: Now the year 2008 is coming
closer and closer. | think my ties with sports
have never gone away from me. This emotional
tie, really, can never be cut apart. | believe that
through my efforts this dream continues.

he day when the Beijing Olympic Flame
TLighting Ceremony was held in 2008, Sang
Lan revealed in her blog that this year she was again
selected as the Olympic torchbearer by Lenovo. She
has recorded a song, Come on China, for the Chinese
Olympic Committee. She said every time she listens
to it, she is very excited, just same as she prepared

for the run-up before the vault.

Notes by reporter: >>>5>>55555555555555555 5555555555555 55555555555 555555555555 55> >>

Only one hundred and forty centimeters tall, sitting in the wheelchair, Sang Lan looks very tiny.
However, with the conversation going on, I gradually sensed a great power hidden in her body.
Eighty percent of her entire boy has lost consciousness. Additionally, she participated in many
charitable activities. It took her five years to obtain a bachelor’s degree in journalism from Peking
University. She is now the special correspondent for the official website of the Chinese Olympic
Committee and the host of the blog department of Chinese Sina website.

Sang Lan told me in the interview that not long ago, she went to Sichuan to see her adopted
panda Tongtong. Tongtong was named by Sang Lan herself. It comes after the Beijing Olympic
Games slogan - One World, One Dream.(Tong Yi Ge Shi Jie, Tong Yi Ge Meng Xiang in Chinese

pronunciation)
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Na Heli,

Games

[Na Heli]: You can say myself and my family
have an affinity with the Olympics.

here’s no story without coincidence. Wali
Ttownship of Chaoyang District, where Na Heli,
his fellow villagers, and their ancestors lived for
centuries, was chosen to be today’s national Olympic
central areas. What a coincidence it is that on the noon
of July 13, 2001, 37-year-old Na Heli was elected as
the leader of No. 14 brigade of Wabian village, Wali
township. In his words, he began to get involved in
politics. On that night, president of the International
Olympic Committee, Mr. Samaranch announced that
Beijing won the bid to host the 2008 Olympic Games.
[Successful bid for the Olympics]: The
29th Olympic Games... “Beijing” and “Wow”!
[Na Heli]: | cheered up! | didn’t think of
anything else at that moment. But when |
calmed down, | realized that wasn’t | elected
as the brigade leader! My first term started the
countdown too. Haha!

uring the countdown of his political life, the
Dbiggest thing Na Heli did was to mobilize his
fellow villagers to move out of the village for the
construction of the Olympic central area.
[Na Heli]: In 2002 after the assessment
company and the demolition company
entered, and removal and demolition started.
I was under a lot of pressure, because after all,
nobody had experienced relocation before.

“How much will you compensate for me? You

Feeling an Affinity with the Olympic

Reporter: Chang Feng

Na Heli— a former farmer of Wali township, Chaoyang District of Beijing, currently the manager of
Commerce and Trade Branch, Beijing Xin'ao Property Management Co. Ltd.

pull down my house!” | didn’t know how much
he should get. Tell me, how many times of
demolition of one’s house and relocation can a
person experience in his whole life?

t is difficult for anyone to leave permanently his

Ilife—long abode. Take Na’s family for example,
they had lived there for seventeen generations. But
as a brigade leader, Na Heli convinced the whole
family to move out first.
[Na Heli]: Our removal brought along the
whole village. The removal and demolition
project started on August 24 and completed
before October 1. There was no household who
refused to budge. The demolition company
claimed that it was their first time to demolish
such a big area but with so fast speed.

t was this move of Na Heli and his fellow villagers
Ithat opened a prelude to construction of the Olympic
projects. Today, those old farmhouses and crops
lands have already turned into a vast array of modern
constructions. Bird’s Nest, the Olympic main venue,
is attracting the world’s attention. Mr. Na has a new
role to play. He is now the manager of Commerce and
Trade Branch of Beijing Xin’ao Property Management
Co. Ltd, the housekeeper of the Bird’s Nest.

[Na Heli]: The Xin’ao Property Management
is responsible for management of public area
of the central Olympic park where the Bird’s
Nest and the Water Cube are currently located.
My major responsibilities include logistics and



