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Abstract

Han, Wei and the Six Dynasties period was a turning point in
the development and changes in Chinese period, the language is
undergoing a transition process from Primitive Age to the Mediae-
val Age of China. As an important document of that period, “Hou-
hanshu” was rich and extensive in content, and contains a lot of
characteristics information of Chinese, reflecting the Han, Wei
and the Six Dynasties vocabulary. We choose the Kernel Word as an
entry point to study “Houhanshu”, to summarize the vocabulary
of “Houhanshu” from the viewpoint of the Kernel Word, as well
as the trends of medieval Chinese vocabulary. We analysis the 100
kernel words in “ Houhanshu” based on Swadesh’s “ Hundred
Words List”, using semantic scene theory, supplemented with
concurrent and diachronic analysis, statistical analysis and comput-
er—assisted research methods. Through exhaustive search and bas-
ic analysis, we compiled the early forms of the same concepts, de-
picted the evolution of their semantics, pragmatics, grammar,

etc. and made the corresponding interpretation. The study has
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greatly enriches the medieval Chinese vocabulary research and pro-
vides a new idea for thematic studies of Kernel Word, as well as a
new reference.

The full text of nearly 350, 000 words, consists of eight
chapters. The first chapter is the Overview, which has given a
comprehensive introduction to the Kernel Word research situation,
described the “Houhanshu” vocabulary study outline, research sig-
nificance, research materials and research methods. The second
chapter to the seventh chapter have studied the pronoun, the ad-
verb, the numeral, the noun, the verb, the adjective of the Ker-
nel Word in “Houhanshu” separately. Nouns and verbs account for
the vast majority of this part. We divide nouns into five broad cate-
gories: biological category term, an integral part of organisms,
natural phenomena, material terms and color words. While verbs
includes dietary behavior, cognitive behavior, movement and daily
rest and others. The last chapter is conclusion and has summarized
the characteristics and situation of the Kernel Word in “Houhan-
shu”. Researches have shown that the Kernel Word in “Houhan-
shu” still reflect a small semantic partition despite simplification in
the structure of semantic field. The representative words changed in
various speeds and modes. The members of the same semantic field
often appeared jointly and the relationship between semantic fields
is close. At the same time, this part also points out the innovation

point, the shortcomings and direction for further research.
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